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Public  Health  Department, 
The  Council  House, 

Birmingham,  3. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members, 

Public  Health  and  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee, 

The  year  1944,  immediately  preceding  that  of  which  the  present 
report  forms  a brief  record,  yielded  a pleasant  array  of  records,  in  such 
items  as  the  lowest  maternal  mortality,  the  lowest  infant  mortality 
and  the  lowest  neo-natal  mortality  ever  experienced  in  the  City,  and 
a general  death-rate  approaching  the  lowest  yet  reached.  While  the 
year  1945  did  not  quite  repeat  these  records,  except  in  providing  an 
equally  low  death-rate,  the  approach  in  each  case  was  sufficiently 
close  to  give  assurance  that  their  previous  attainment  was  not  merely 
fortuitous,  but  that  it  could  and  would  be  reached  again.  Indeed,  were 
it  not  for  the  figures  for  1944,  most  of  the  rates  for  1945  would 
have  been  our  lowest  records. 

The  main  difficulties  of  the  year  can  be  summarised  in  a few 
phrases  : housing  ; maternity  accommodation  ; shortage  of  nurses  for 
hospitals,  sanatoria,  maternity  institutions  and  nurseries  ; shortage  of 
sanatorium  accommodation  for  the  tuberculous  patient  ; and  shortage 
of  departmental  staff. 

Housing  continued  as  an  acute  problem  throughout  the  year, 
by  reason  of  insufficiency  of  materials  and  of  labour  ; destruction  of 
many  houses  by  the  ravages  of  war  and  acute  disrepair  of  many  others 
through  lapse  of  time  ; return  of  men  and  women  from  the  Services  to 
rooms,  or  to  houses  occupied  by  more  than  one  family  ; and  continuing 
immigration  of  labour  into  the  City.  During  the  final  weeks  of  the  year 
a slow  swing  began  to  be  evident  towards  growing  supplies  of  building 
materials  and  of  men  to  use  them  ; but  the  housing  situation  continued 
to  be  a likely  source  of  much  ill-health  and  an  all  too  certain  cause  of 
much  unhappiness. 

The  birth-rate,  lower  than  in  1944,  was  nevertheless  far  higher 
than  at  the  outbreak  of  war.  This  circumstance,  a happy  one  in  itself 
though  marred  by  the  fact  that  over  9 per  cent  of  the  births  were  illegitimate 
combined  with  the  reduced  facilities  for  confinement  at  home  through 
destruction  of  many  dwellings  and  overcrowding  of  many  others  to 
throw  very  heavy  pressure  on  the  City’s  resources  in  institutional 
maternity  accommodation.  The  expansion  of  that  accommodation  in 
such  directions  as  are  immediately  practicable  has  been  actively 
pursued. 
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The  inadequate  supply  of  nurses  and  of  hospital  domestic  staffs  | 
for  a growing  demand  for  hospital  treatment  is  so  familiar  a difficulty 
now  as  scarcely  to  need  mention,  except  to  underline  its  serious  character. 

In  relation  to  our  sanatoria,  after  vigorous  but  relatively  unsuccessful  { 
efforts  to  recruit  nursing  and  domestic  staffs,  the  shortage  has  led  to  a : 
closure  for  the  time  being  of  a number  of  sanatorium  beds,  despite 
the  growing  waiting  lists  for  admission,  accentuated  as  these  are  by 
the  tracing  of  additional  patients  through  mass  miniature  radiography. 

Throughout  the  year  the  Department  continued  to  be  under-staffed,  , 
though  members  away  on  active  service  were  being  demobilised  in  j 
increasing  numbers  towards  the  end  of  the  year.  The  keenness  shown  ,i 
by  each  and  every  member  in  dealing  with  the  ordinary  and  the  excep- 
tional  demands  of  the  Department  has  been  admirable.  To  the  staff  as  • 
a whole,  to  the  Committee,  and  to  yourself,  Mr.  Chairman,  I desire  to  , 
express  most  cordial  thanks  for  the  spirit  of  friendly  co-operation  j 
which  has  marked  the  work  of  the  public  health  service  throughout  ; 
the  year. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  P.  NEWSHOLME. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 


For  the  Year  1945 


Area  (in  acres)  51,147 

Population  (Census,  1931)  1,002,603 

Population,  estimated  by  Medical  Officer  (Civilians  only)  990,000 

Population,  estimated  by  Registrar-General  (Civilians  only) 1,001,900 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  year  1945  : 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  population 20-2 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths  24-8 

Crude  Death-rate  per  1,000  population 11*2 


Maternal  Mortality  : — 

Excluding 
maternal  deaths 
after  abortion 

From  sepsis  : 

Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  0*34 

From  other  causes  : 

Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  0*78 


Including 
maternal  deaths 
after  abortion 

0-49 


0-92 


Total  Maternal  Mortality 1T2 


1-41 


Infant  Mortality  : — 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000  live  births  : 


Legitimate  49 

Illegitimate  56 

Legitimate  and  illegitimate  49 


POPULATION  AND  MORTALITY  STATISTICS 
Population 

On  such  information  as  is  available  so  long  after  a census,  the  civilian 
population  of  the  City  is  estimated  to  be  about  990,000,  and  this  figure 
has  been  used  throughout  this  report  for  the  calculation  of  various  rates. 


Births  (see  page  17) 


Deaths 


The  death-rate  for  1945  was  11-2.  The  average  for  the  ten  years 
prior  to  1945  was  11-9,  while  that  for  1944  was  11*2.  The  death-rates 
for  1940  and  1941  were  swollen  by  air  raid  deaths. 

The  changes  in  the  death-rate  in  England  and  Wales  and  in 
Birmingham  during  the  past  forty-five  years  can  be  seen  from  the  figures 
below,  although  the  figures  for  1940  and  1941,  swollen  as  they  are  by 
air-raid  deaths,  obviously  cannot  fairly  be  compared  with  others. 

DEATH-RATES  IN  BIRMINGHAM  AND  ENGLAND  AND  WALES 


Birmingham.  England  and  Wales. 

1901-1905  16-5  16-0 

1906-1910  15-0  14-7 

1911-1915  14-6  14-3 

1916-1920  13-4  14*4 

1921-1925  11-5  12-1 

1926-1930  11-6  12-1 

1931-1935  11-2  12-0 

1936  11-3  12-1 

1937  11-7  12-4 

1938  -...  10-9  11  *6 

1939  11-4  12-1 

1940  14-3  14-3 

1941  13-2  12-9 

1942  11-8  11-6 

1943  12-1  12  1 

1944  11-2  11-6 

1945  11-2  11-4 


The  death-rates  in  Birmingham  and  England  and  Wales,  so  far  as 
the  latter  are  available,  from  the  more  prominent  causes  of  death  over 
a series  of  years  are  shown  below  : — 


Cancer 


1936 

Birmingham. 

1-57 

England 
and  Wales 

1-62 

1941 

Birmingham. 

1*70 

England 
and  Wales. 

1937 

1-62 

1-63 

1942 

1-77 

— 

1938 

1*59 

1-66 

1943 

1-83 

— 

1939 

1-55 

— 

1944 

1-75 

— 

1940 

1*61 

— 

1945 

1-84 

— 

Amongst  males  77*5%  of  cancer  deaths  were  due  to  cancer  of  digestive 
and  respiratory  organs,  whilst  66  T%  of  cancer  deaths  in  women  occurred 
in  digestive  and  genital  organs,  and  20-2%  were  due  to  cancer  of  the  breast. 
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Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood  Vessels 


The 

death-rates  during  the  past 

ten  years 

have  been 

as  follows  : 

England 

England 

Birmingham. 

and  Wales. 

Birmingham. 

and  Wales. 

1936 

3-43 

3-78 

1941 

3-10 

— 

1937 

3-40 

3-83 

1942 

2-87 

— 

1938 

3-45 

3-79 

1943 

3-02 

— 

1939 

3-65 

— 

1944 

315 

— 

1910 

3-31 

— 

1945 

3-14 

— 

The  reduction  since  1940  is  more  apparent  than  real,  for  it  is  related 
essentially  to  a change  in  the  Registrar-General’s  system  of  coding  deaths. 


Bronchitis,  Pneumonia  and  other  Respiratory  Diseases 

The  mortality  in  1945  and  recent  years  has  been  as  follows  : 


1936 

Birmingham. 

1-22 

England 
and  Wales. 

1-23 

1941 

Birmingham. 

1*94 

England 
and  Wales. 

1937 

1*40 

1-27 

1942 

1-51 

— 

1938 

M8 

1-05 

1943 

1-73 

— 

1939 

M6 

— 

1944 

1-40 

— 

1940 

2*21 

— 

1945 

1-44 

— 

The  increase  since  1940  is  largely  attributable  to  the  change  in 
method  of  coding  deaths. 
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SECTION  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
1.  General  Services. 

(a)  Laboratory  facilities 

I~-City  Bacteriological  Laboratory 

The  work  done  in  the  City  Bacteriological  Laboratory  is  set  out  in 
detail  below  : 

GENERAL  LABORATORY  No.  of  Specimens. 

Diphtheria  Swabs  : 

(a)  For  practitioners  3,549 

(b)  For  Fever  Hospital  2,649 

(c)  For  virulence  test  553 

Swabs  for  staphylococci  138 

Swabs  for  streptococci  2,953 

Faeces  6,242 

Milks  923 

Milk  for  tuberculosis  2,437 

Precipitin  tests  1,071 

Sputum  for  tuberculosis  .....  1,604 

Shell-fish  9 

Water  samples 856 

Widal's  reaction  2,284 

Coagulase  tests  125 

Miscellaneous  9,089 


Total  34,482 


VENEREAL  DISEASES  LABORATORY 

Blood  for  Wassermann  reaction  35,430 

Cerebro-spinal  fluid — 

(a)  For  Wassermann  reaction  1,107 

(b)  For  cell  count  319 

Films  for  gonorrhoea  19,141 

Urine  examinations : (chemical)  206 

Gonococcal  fixation  tests  5,956 

Vaccines  prepared  54 

Cultures  prepared  15,484 

Van  den  Bergh’s  tests  44 

Kahn  tests  46,715 


Total  124,456 
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II — City  Analytical  Laboratory 

The  following  statement  indicates  the  samples  analysed  in  the  City 


Analyst’s  Department : 

Samples  Analysed  : 

Food  and  drug  samples  5,399 

Soot  gauge  samples  24 

Fertilisers  and  feeding  stuffs  19 

Miscellaneous  samples  1,127 


Total  6,569 


Samples  Adulterated,  etc.  : 

Samples  adulterated  397 

False  labels  24 

Number  of  vendors  of  incorrect  samples  262 

Number  of  prosecutions  29 

Number  of  fines  29 

Amount  of  fines  and  costs  ;^234/ll/0 

Number  of  cautions  175 


Details  of  this  work  are  given  in  the  Report  of  the  City  Analyst, 
printed  separately. 

Ill — Hospital  Laboratories 

Laboratories  are  provided  at  : 

Dudley  Road  Hospital : General  and  biochemical. 

Selly  Oak  Hospital : General  and  biochemical. 

Little  Bromwich  Hospital  : Bacteriological,  infectious  diseases. 
Yardley  Green  Road  Sanatorium  : Bacteriological,  etc.,  tuberculosis. 
Carnegie  Institute  : General  and  biochemical. 

(b)  Ambulance  Services 

The  Public  Health  Committee  have  four  ambulances  for  acute 
infectious  diseases  (Little  Bromwich  Hospital)  and  two  for  tuberculosis. 
The  ambulance  services  for  the  general  hospitals  are  supplied  through 
the  Birmingham  Hospitals  Contributory  Association  in  conjunction  with 
the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade. 

The  Watch  Committee  have  eight  police  ambulances  for  accidents 
and  other  casualties. 

There  are  also  ambulances  at  some  of  the  large  voluntary  hospitals 
and  at  certain  works 
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(c)  Nursing  in  the  Home 

Arrangements  have  been  in  force,  over  a period  of  years,  for  the 
home  nursing  of  a number  of  conditions  by  the  district  nurses  of  the 
Birmingham  District  Nursing  Association,  and  479  cases  were  thus 
nursed  during  1945.  This  figure  includes  320  cases  of  pneumonia  and  127 
of  puerperal  pyrexia,  and  67  children  under  five  years  old  are  included 
in  the  total  of  479  cases. 

Apart  from  hospital  treatment,  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  and 
of  other  forms  of  ophthalmia  or  eye  injury  capable  of  leading  to  blindness 
are  visited  in  their  homes,  as  far  as  necessary,  by  nurses  from  the  Eye 
Hospital,  an  annual  grant  being  paid  to  the  hospital  in  respect  of  this 
service. 

Removal  of  Aged  and  Infirm. 

During  1945,  36  cases  were  investigated  with  a view  to  possible 
removal  to  an  institution  under  either  Section  38  of  the  Birmingham 
Corporation  (General  Powers)  Act,  1929,  or  Section  48  of  the  1935  Act. 
Nineteen  of  the  cases  were  voluntarily  admitted  to  institutions  or  other- 
wise relieved,  and  17  failed  to  fulfil  the  requirements  of  either  section. 
In  no  case  was  it  found  necessary  to  obtain  a Magistrate’s  Order  under 
either  section  for  removal!  to  an  institution. 

The  problem  of  providing  suitable  care  for  aged  persons  in  their 
own  homes  or  with  relatives  has  become  even  more  difficult  during  the 
past  year,  as  the  acute  housing  shortage  has  been  accentuated  by  the 
progress  of  demobilisation.  Many  of  these  old  people  living  alone  and  with 
no  available  relatives,  come  to  rely  more  and  more  on  the  kindly  help  and 
assistance  of  neighbours,  until  a time  is  reached  when,  by  reason  of  illness 
or  increasing  helplessness,  the  neighbours  can  no  longer  deal  with  the 
situation,  and  the  help  of  the  Department  is  sought.  At  this  stage  the 
patient  is  often  a pitiable  figure,  lying  on  a bed  or  couch  in  filthy  surround- 
ings, often  verminous,  and  with  no  control  over  the  passage  of  excreta. 
Even  in  these  depressing  circumstances  it  is  often  extremely  difficult  to 
persuade  the  patient  voluntarily  to  accept  institutional  treatment,  and 
a great  deal  of  tact  and  diplomacy  is  required  before  removal  can  be 
accomplished. 

(d)  Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics 

Anti-Tuberculosis  Centre.  (See  page  131). 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres.  (See  page  32). 

Public  Dispensaries  {Voluntary). 

Dispensaries  for  the  treatment  of  the  sick  poor  are  provided  by  six 
different  voluntary  societies  in  the  City,  chief  among  which  is  the 
Birmingham  General  Dispensary.  This  latter,  with  different  branches, 
treated  32,945  patients  during  the  year,  while  the  others  provided 
treatment  in  a lesser  proportion. 
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(e)  Hospitals 


PUBLIC  GENERAL  HOSPITALS 
General  Statistics 

The  statistics  relating  to  the  work  of  Dudley  Road  and  Selly  Oak 
Hospitals  and  Selly  Oak  Infirmary  are  given  below. 


IN-PATIENTS 

Acute  Sick.  Chronic  Sick. 

Dudley  Road  Selly  Oak  Selly  Oak 
Hospital.  Hospital.  Infirmary. 

*Total  number  of  admissions  (including 

infants  born  in  hospital)  18,352  9,443  3,285 

Number  of  women  confined  in  hospital  3,051  815  — 

Number  of  live  births 2,991  796  — 

Number  of  stillbirths  103  24  — 

Number  of  deaths  among  the  newly- 
born  (under  four  weeks,  born  in 

hospital)  91  28  — 

* Total  number  of  deaths  1,118  381  1,267 

•Total  number  of  discharges  (including 

infants  born  in  hospital)  17,247  9,063  2,027 


* Excluding  E.M.S.  cases  and  service  casualties. 


OUT-PATIENTS 

Acute  Chrome 

Sick.  Sick. 

Dudley  Road  Selly  Oak  Selly  Oak 
Hospital.  Hospital  Infirmary. 

Number  of  persons  seen  in  out-patient 

department  23,752  16,587  Run  in  com 

Total  number  of  attendances 106,012  68,505  junction 

Number  of  women  seen  at  ante-natal  with 

clinic  3,670  821  Selly  Oak 

Total  attendances  at  ante-natal  clinic  10,814  6,614  Hospital. 


Dudley  Road  Hospital 

This  is  a municipal  general  hospital  for  the  acute  sick,  and  is  situated 
in  the  north-western  portion  of  the  City. 

Dr.  T.  M.  Anderson,  Medical  Superintendent  of  the  Hospital, 
reports  as  follows  : — 

In  spite  of  the  present  shortage  of  trained  nurses  and  other  difficulties 
cheerfully  surmounted,  this  hospital  has  advanced  to  a new  record  in  the 
number  of  annual  admissions — 19,478  in-patients. 

All  departments  have  shared  in  the  increased  demands  made  upon 
them,  and  a great  effort  has  been  made  to  maintain  the  same  high  standard 
of  treatment  which  is  always  our  intention. 

The  termination  of  hostilities,  which  brought  a definite  reduction  in 
the  admission  rate  of  Service  sick  and  wounded,  at  the  same  time  allowed 
us  to  concentrate  our  resources  on  the  increased  civilian  demand. 
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On  our  surgicaj  division,  Messrs.  Parsons,  Robb  and  George  report 
that,  during  the  last  three  years  especially,  a greater  number  of  peptic 
ulcers  with  recurring  haemorrhage  are  being  submitted  to  them  for  surgical 
treatment,  for  which  partial  gastrectomy  was  the  rule.  The  mortality  rate 
for  this  severe  operation  is  with  us  fortunately  low,  and  the  surgeons  lay 
special  stress  on  the  necessity  of  a carefully  planned  pre-  and  post- 
operative technique,  along  with  regulated  blood  transfusions.  It  may  be 
that  chronic  peptic  ulcers  are  more  common  during  the  War  years  owing 
to  the  difficulty  which  patients  themselves  complain  of  in  obtaining  the 
special  diet  prescribed.  They  also  affirm  that  unless  they  are  in-patients 
in  hospital  they  cannot  obtain  such  a diet. 

Since  the  advent  of  penicillin,  which  became  available  for  general 
hospital  use  in  the  latter  half  of  1945,  and  which  is  now  freely  used  here 
in  all  suitable  cases,  the  treatment  of  staphylococcal  infections  has  been 
revolutionised.  Acute  osteomyelitis,  acute  infective  arthritis,  acute 
mastitis,  carbuncle,  etc.,  have  now  lost  some  of  their  former  gravity, 
and  the  period  of  treatment  has  been  shortened  by  weeks.  The  surgeons 
emphasise  the  importance  of  early  admission  and  treatment  in  such  cases. 
Abscess  formation  in  acute  mastitis  can  be  aborted  by  the  use  of  penicillin 
alone. 

On  the  medical  division,  the  physicians  are  unanimous  in  stating 
that  the  treatment  of  pneumonia  in  infants  has  been  improved  since 
penicillin  has  been  used.  The  free  use  of  oxygen  tents  is  also  recommended 
as  a life-saving  device,  and  for  some  time  we  have  taken  advantage  of  a 
hire  system  to  obtain  these  tents.  At  present  clinical  trials  are  being 
carried  out  by  Dr.  George  Melton  on  the  therapeutic  use  of  penicillin 
inhalations  in  respiratory  infections,  including  pneumonia. 

The  appointment  here  of  a whole-time  dietitian.  Miss  J.  Ingram, 
early  in  1945,  has  enabled  the  physicians  to  plan  diets  with  more  confidence, 
and  they  are  now  pleased  to  record  that  patients  are  able  to  receive  the 
food  planned  for  their  treatment.  This  improvement  in  treatment  is 
reflected  by  the  shorter  stay  of  such  patients  in  hospital. 

Our  occupational  therapist.  Miss  M.  Davis,  is  fully  engaged  in 
diversional  therapy,  and  we  have  noted  the  value  of  this  line  of  treatment, 
especially  in  the  male  medical  wards,  where  morale  is  often  at  a low  ebb 
in  subacute  or  chronic  illness.  The  raising  of  interest  and  enthusiasm 
allows  hope  to  be  restored,  a necessary  ally  in  all  treatment. 

The  maternity  department  of  125  beds  has  been  working  again  to  its 
maximum  capacity,  although  the  total  number  of  admissions  and  confine- 
ments is  slightly  lower  than  in  1944. 

3,900  maternity  cases  were  admitted,  and  3,051  confinements  under- 
taken. Midwives  attended  2,823  patients  and  called  medical  aid  on  312 
occasions.  Doctors  delivered  228  patients  ; by  forceps  in  141  and  Caesarean 
section  in  47  cases.  No  maternal  deaths  occurred  m patients  confined  in 
the  hospital. 
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Over  90%  of  the  mothers  leaving  hospital  were  breast  feeding  their 
infants.  Only  3 deaths  were  due  to  neonatal  infection. 

The  ante-natal  clinics  still  continue  to  be  crowded,  but  a proposed 
extension  of  this  department  will  automatically  improve  the  working 
conditions  there. 

Miss  O.  M.  Snowden,  Matron-in-Chief,  reports  that  the  situation 
with  regard  to  nursing  staff  has  been  very  difficult  during  the  whole  year, 
particularly  with  regard  to  trained  staff. 

. During  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  recruiting  of  student  nurses  fell 
off  badly,  with  the  result  that  we  are  finding  difficulty  now  in  maintaining 
an  adequate  staff  on  night  duty. 

'In  the  maternity  department  recruiting  has  improved,  and  though 
not  fully  recruited  we  are  reasonably  well  off  for  staff. . 

We  have  been  able  to  maintain  time-tables,  and  our  “ block-training  ” 
of  student  nurses. 

There  has  been  in  the  past  six  months  a marked  increase  in  over- 
stayed leave,  which  has  added  to  the  difficulty  of  maintaining  the  nursing 
service. 

We  believe  that  some  of  the  above  difficulties  mentioned  by  Miss 
Snowden  will  disappear  when  war-time  direction  and  controls  have  been 
removed.  The  nursing  profession  has  a proud  record,  to  which  they  have 
added  fresh  lustre  through  their  splendid  war-time  service. 

Our  hospital  staffs  have  experienced  a strenuous  year,  and  I am  glad 
to  place  on  record  that  the  majority  have  shown  a high  sense  of  duty 
and  responsibility. 

The  attached  figures  give  in  more  detail  the  work  done  during  1945. 


January  1st  to  December  31s^,  1945. 


Admissions  for  the  year  

Total  discharges 

Total  deaths  

No.  of  women  confined  in  hospital 

No.  of  live  births  

Maternal  deaths  


18,352  " 

17,247 
1,118 
3,051 
2,991 
Nil  j 


Excluding  E.M.S. 
cases  such  as  War 
Casualties,  Members 
of  H.M.  Forces,  A.R.P. 
Services,  Transferred 
War  Workers,  etc. 


E.M.S.  cases 


1,126 


Duration  of  Stay  Excluding  E.M.S.  Including  E.M.S. 


Under  four  weeks  16,580  17,345 

Four  weeks  and  under  13  weeks  1,599  1,902 

Thirteen  weeks  or  more  186  331 

Average  number  of  beds  occupied  795 

Highest  number  of  beds  occupied  on  7th  January,  1945  1,002 

Lowest  number  of  beds  occupied  on  24th  December,  1945  697 
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Operations 

Number  of  major  operations 

(Minor  and  dental  operations  excluded) 


5,165 

plus  858  bloods  taken 


Out-Patients 

Total  number  of  out-Patients 

Total  attendances  

Ante  natal  clinic  (mothers) 
Ante  natal  clinic  (attendances) 


Excluding  E.M.S. 
23,752 
106,012 
3.670 
10,814 


Including  E.M.S. 

24,710 

110,423 

3,670 

10,814 


SPECIAL  DEPARTMENTS. 
Pathological  Department 


Examinations  13,859 

Autopsies  515 


Bio-Chemical  Department 

Examinations  15,721 

Radiological  Department 

Radiographs  28,714 

Fluoroscopic  examinations  4,008 

Examinations  (patients)  12,189 


These  figures  include  1,564  opaque  meal  examinations,  221  opaque  enema 
examinations,  58  oesophageal  examinations,  and  626  examinations  for 

pregnancy. 


Physio-Therapy  Department 


Cases  6,106 

Dental  Department 

Attendances  1,182 


Selly  Oak  Hospital  and  Infirmary 

This  is  a municipal  general  hospital  for  the  acute  sick,  and  its  adjoining 
infirmary  accommodates  chronic  sick.  Both  are  situated  on  the  border  of 
Bourn ville,  in  the  southern  sector  of  the  City. 

Mr.  H.  Carson,  Acting  Medical  Superintendent,  reports  as  follows  : 

With  the  defeat  of  Germany  and  Japan,  this  has  been  a memorable 
year,  and  the  cessation  of  hostilities  in  Europe  after  almost  six  years 
of  war  brought  very  welcome  relief  in  various  ways,  the  most  gratifying 
from  the  point  of  view  of  patients  and  staff  being  the  removal  of  irksome 
and  depressing  black-out  conditions  in  the  wards  and  departments.  The 
advent  of  peace,  however,  has  not  resulted  as  a matter  of  course  in  a return 
to  normal  peace-time  conditions.  Severe  pressure  on  the  existing  bed 
accommodation,  lack  of  facilities  generally,  and  shortage  of  staff  have 
continued  to  be  serious  problems,  and  the  past  year  has  been  a truly 
anxious  one,  particularly  during  the  winter  months.  The  extensive  repairs 
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to  wards  in  the  hospital,  necessitated  by  war  damage,  are  still  in  progress, 
and  a ward  has  been  continuously  out  of  action  since  February,  1944. 
For  the  same  reason  two  wards  in  the  Infirmary  had  to  be  closed  early 
in  December  for  ceiling  repairs  and  the  already  serious  bed  situation 
became  critical.  In  both  institutions  there  was  a high  sickness  incidence 
rate  amongst  the  nursing  staff  during  the  winter  months. 

In  October,  “ Dilston,”  a hostel  for  night  nurses  near  the  hospital, 
had  to  be  vacated  owing  to  expiry  of  the  lease  and  the  already  over-taxed 
accommodation  in  the  Nurses’  Home  was  strained  to  breaking  point, 
as  almost  twenty  extra  nurses  had  to  be  housed.  An  attempt  to  solve 
this  problem  by  billeting  met  with  little  success.  The  completion  of  the 
new  Nurses’  Home,  now  under  construction,  will  supply  a much  felt  need 
and  more  satisfactory  conditions. 

The  new  canteen  building  for  the  non-resident  hospital  and  infirmary 
staffs  has  recently  been  completed  and  is  now  ready  for  use. 

The  new  gymnasium  and  occupational  therapy  department  in  the 
rehabilitation  unit  supplied  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  are  also  nearing 
completion.  We  had  hoped  to  have  had  this  building  in  use  by  September 
last,  but  shortage  of  labour  was  a bottleneck. 

It  has  been  very  gratifying  to  see  various  members  of  the  staff 
returning  from  the  Services  to  resume  work  at  the  hospital  or  infirmary. 
At  the  time  of  writing  this  report  Mr.  Kelman,  the  Medical  Superintendent, 
has  taken  up  duties  again  after  nearly  six  and  a half  years’  absence. 

I would  like  to  record  my  high  appreciation  of  the  excellent  team 
work  and  support  of  all  sections  of  the  staff,  and  to  pay  a special  tribute 
to  the  members  of  the  nursing  staffs  of  the  hospital  and  infirmary,  without 
whose  co-operation  in  the  face  of  serious  overcrowding  and  other  diffi- 
culties, the  patients  could  not  have  been  efficiently  treated. 

The  figures  appended  give  some  indication  of  the  work  done  during 

1945. 

Selly  Oak  Hospital 


Total  admissions  ^including  E.M.S.)  9,677 

Number  of  discharges  ,,  9,303 

Number  of  deaths  ,,  385 

Duration  of  Stay 

Under  four  weeks  8 495 

Four  weeks  and  under  thirteen  weeks  1,068 

Thirteen  weeks  or  more  125 

Average  number  of  beds  occupied  425 

Operations 

Number  of  major  operations  4,465 
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special  Departments 

Pathological  Department 

Examinations  20,872 

Autopsies  307 

Bio-chemical  Department 

Examinations  5,550 

Radiological  Department 

Radiographic  examinations  21,023 

Fluoroscopic  examinations  2,134 

Physio-therapy  Department 

Cases  4,204 

Dental  Department 

Attendances  956 


Selly  Oak  Infirmary 


Total  admissions  (Including  E.M.S;  3,317 

Number  of  discharges  ,,  2,063 

Number  of  deaths  , 1,268 

Duration  of  Stay 

Under  four  weeks  2,298 

Four  weeks  and  under  thirteen  weeks  698 

Thirteen  weeks  or  more  335 

Average  number  of  beds  occupied  616 
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REPORT  ON 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 

By  Dr.  Jean  M.  Mackintosh, 

Senior  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
(for  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare). 

CHIEF  STATISTICS,  1945. 

Birth  Rate,  20*2  per  1,000  population. 

Illegitimate  Birth  Rate,  9-2  per  cent,  of  total  live  births. 

Infant  Mortality  Rate,  49  per  1,000  live  births. 

Still  birth  rate,  24-8  per  1,000  total  births. 

Neo-natal  Mortality,  22-5  per  1,000  live  births. 

Maternal  Mortality  in  Childbirth  : 

including  deaths  after  abortion  1*41  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths, 
excluding  deaths  after  abortion  T12  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths. 

GENERAL  COMMENTS 

Births 

The  birth-rate  this  year  has  shown  a fall  from  22*8  in  1944  to  20-2 
in  1945,  in  contrast  to  the  period  1939-1944,  when  there  was  a steady  rise. 

The  illegitimate  birth-rate 


Illegitimate  Births  Illegitimate  Births 

per  1 ,000  live  births  per  1 ,000  live  births 

1939  36-1  1943  57-6 

1940  36-8  1944  64*1 

1941  48-2  1945  92-0 

1942  • 54-3 


Infant  and  Child  Mortality 

Infant  Mortality.  The  infant  mortality  rate  for  1945  was  49.  This 
shows  a sharp  rise  over  the  figure  of  42  for  1944,  which  was  the  lowest 


rate  ever  recorded  in 

Birmingham. 

This  rise  is 

confined  to  the 

age  period 

between 

one  and  twelve  months. 

Bir- 

England 

Bir- 

England 

mingham. 

and  Wales. 

mingham. 

and  Wales. 

1939 

60 

50 

1943 

55 

49 

1940 

70 

55 

1944 

42 

46 

1941 

69 

59 

1945 

49 

46 

1942 

56 

49 

The  main  cause  of  the  rise  in  the  infant  death  rate  was  respiratory 
infection.  There  were  also  rises  in  the  death  rates  from  infectious  disease, 
congenital  malformations  and  to  a lesser  extent  from  diarrhoea,  enteritis 
and  premature  birth. 
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The  infant  death  rate  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  was  almost 
50%  higher  than  in  the  same  quarter  of  1944,  and  was  coincident  with 
an  epidemic  of  measles  and  whooping  cough,  with  their  accompanying 
respiratory  complications.  Very  inclement  weather  and  a serious  shortage 
of  coal  throughout  the  City  also  had  their  influence. 


Neo-natal  Mortality 

The  neo-natal  death  rate  has  shown  a very  slight  rise  from  22-2  in 
1944  to  22-5  in  1945. 


1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 


Rate  per  1,000  live  births. 
26-6 
26-3 
28-8 
29-1 
301 
25-7 
22*2 
22-5 


If  the  Birmingham  births  in  Birmingham  only  are  examined  and 
births  occurring  outside  the  City  and  credited  to  Birmingham  are  excluded 
then  we  find  that  the  neo-natal  death  rate  rose  during  1940,  1941  and 
1942.  Since  1942,  however,  it  has  fallen  each  year.  An  analysis  of  the 
causes  of  these  deaths  brings  out  some  interesting  points. 


Ante-natal  Causes  : 

Toxaemia 

Syphilis  ^ 

Rh.  Factor  ^ 

Other  causes  I 


1938-41  1942 

1-6' 

2-3^ 

.2-9  \ 

1-3 

2-3 

1 

J 

1943 

1944 

1-3] 

1 1-45' 

3-6 

0-2  1 

1 0-08 

2.1  J 

1-30 

1945 

1-5' 

0- 5  ’ 

1- 5 

J 


Intra-natal  Causes  : 


Breech 0-8l 

1-8' 

0-7' 

0-5' 

0-5' 

Other  difficult  1 

.4-4 

,6-4 

^4-4 

.4-6 

labours  ^ 3-6 

4-6 

3-0 

3-1 

3-0 

Other  causes  j 

- 

0-7^ 

1-0 

J 

0-5^ 

Post-natal  Causes  : 


Infections 

Other 

Causes 


3-5l  3-6'|  3-n 

1^5-7  i^5-4  j>5-l 

2-2j  l-8j  2'Oj 


3-n  2-4l 

}.4-6  1^4-4 

l-5j  2-Oj 


Foetal  abnormality 

4-2 

5-4 

5-3 

4-2 

3-8 

Prematurity  only 

8-8 

, 8-2 

7-2 

5-8 

5-9 

TOTAL 

26-0 

30-0 

25-6 

22-1 

21-6 
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The  rise  during  the  years  1940-1942  was  due  to  ante-natal  and 
intra-natal  causes  and  foetal  abnormalities.  The  more  recent  fall  in  the 
rate  has  been  due  to  a decrease  in  the  post-natal  infections  (all  of  which 
occurred  in  premature  infants),  in  the  foetal  abnormalities  and  the  deaths 
due  to  prematurity.  The  slight  fall  in  the  intra-natal  causes  has  been 
almost  entirely  due  to  the  lessened  mortality  from  breech  delivery.  There 
does  not  appear  to  be  much  improvement  in  the  death  rate  following 
toxaemia. 

Stillbirths.  The  stillbirth  rate  was  24*8  per  1,000  live  and  still  births, 
which  is  again  a new  low  record  as  the  following  table  will  show  : — 


Rate 

per  1,000  Total  Births. 

1938  35 

1939  36 

1940  33 

1941  29 

1942  28 

1943  27 

1944  25 

1945  25 


The  following  table  shows  the  causes  of  stillbirths  occurring  in 
Birmingham  and  domiciled  in  the  City. 


1938-41 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

Ante-natal  Causes 

Toxaemia 

6-3' 

4-9^ 

2-9^ 

3*5^ 

1 

3.9" 

Syphilis 

0-3 

.7-4 

2-4 

W3 

.6-4 

0-2 

le-o 

0-4 

1 

j-6.8 

Rh.  Factor 

- 

- 

- 

0-25 

03 

Other  causes  

0-8 

J 

3-2^ 

2 05^ 

1 

22! 

1 

Intra-natal  Causes 

Breech 

Other  difficult 

3-3" 

^12-4 

2-9' 

>•  1 

2-9^ 

j.lO-0 

4*6' 

.9-4 

1-9' 

.8*3 

labours 

4-9 

8-2 

4-0  ( 

24 

41 

Other  causes  

4-2^ 

3.1  J 

2-4 

2-3 

Foetal  abnormalities  5*3 

4-6 

5-0 

4-0 

3-3 

Prematurity  only 

3-6 

2-4 

25 

2-7 

3-2 

Unknown 

4-3 

3-9 

3*0 

32 

3*1 

TOTAL 

33  0 

29-3 

26*9 

25-3 

24*7 

The  stillbirth  rate  has 

fallen 

steadily 

since 

1939. 

The 

intra-natal 

causes  have  been  reduced  by  one-third.  There  has  been  a reduction  in  the 
rate  from  foetal  abnormalities  and  to  a lesser  extent  from  ante-natal 
causes.  There  is  a marked  improvement  in  the  stillbirth  rate  following 
toxaemia. 
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Maternal  Mortality  in  Childbirth 


The  deaths  of 

women,  classed 

to  pregnancy  and 

child-bearing  in 

Birmingham  during 

1945,  gave  a maternal  mortality  of  1*41  per  1,000 

live  and  stillbirths.  If  deaths  from  abortion  are  excluded,  the  rate  is  1T2 
per  1 ,000  live  and  stillbirths. 

Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births. 
Birmingham.  England  and  Wales. 

1936 

3-53 

3-65 

1937 

2-96 

311 

1938 

2-71 

2-97 

1939 

2-49 

2-82 

1940 

1-74* 

2-16* 

1941 

1-95* 

2-23* 

1942 

1-82* 

2-01* 

1943 

1-35* 

1-84* 

1944 

0-95* 

1-53* 

1945 

♦ 

Excluding  deaths 

M2* 

following  abortions. 

1-46* 

At  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  a medical  enquiry  has  been 
made  in  the  case  of  every  maternal  death  in  childbirth  during  each  year 
since  1929.  The  information  so  obtained,  direct  from  doctors,  midwives 
and  hospitals,  makes  it  possible  to  classify  the  deaths  more  accurately 
than  from  the  consideration  of  the  death  certificates  only. 

The  Birmingham  maternal  deaths  occurring  in  the  City  during  1945 


have  been  classihed  as  follows  : — 

A.  Deaths  due  to  pregnancy  and  childbirth 27 

B,  Deaths  due  to  associated  conditions  9 

Total  36 


A,  Deaths  due  to  Pregnancy  and  Childbirth. 
1.  Not  associated  with  a Notifiable  Birth. 


(a)  Abortion  : 

Septic  3 

Non-septic  1 

4 

Criminal 1 

Apparently  criminal  1 

Spontaneous  2 

(&)  Hydatidiform  mole  1 

(c)  Ectopic  gestation  1 

{d)  Undelivered  (less  than  29  weeks’  gestation)  2 


Total 


8 


2.  Associated  with  a Notifiable  Birth. 

(а)  Sepsis  : 

Normal  labour  3 

Abnormal  labour  3 

(б)  Toxaemia  : 6 

Eclamptic  3 

Non-eclamptic  7 

10 

(c)  Haemorrhage  (non-toxaemic)  0 

{d)  Obstetric  Shock  : 

Abnormal  labour  3 

Total  19 

B.  Deaths  due  to  Associated  Causes  : 

Pneumonia  1 

Heart  disease  4 

Tuberculosis  2 

Torsion  of  ovarian  cyst  1 

Rupture  of  aortic  aneurysm  1 
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Estimation  of  Avoidable  Factors  — 

A review  of  the  circumstances  of  every  case  of  maternal  death  makes 
it  possible  to  estimate  whether  or  not  there  was  any  avoidable  factor, 
and  in  this  respect  the  cases  have  been  classified  according  to  the  following 
table. 

Abortions  and  ectopic  gestations  are  not  included  in  this  table,  but 
cases  of  death  due  to  associated  conditions  are  included. 

Two  or  more  factors  may  have  been  present  in  any  one  case. 


TABLE 

Sepsis 

I. 

Toxaemia 

Other 

Obstetric 

A ssociated 

(6) 

(10) 

Causes 

(3) 

Conditions 

(9) 

Lack  or  inadequacy  of  A.N.  Care 

1 

6 

0 

0 

Lack  or  inadequacy  of  obstetric 

facilities 

2 

0 

2 

0 

Lack  or  inadequacy  of  specialist 

or  hospital  treatment 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Lack  of  co-operation  of  patient 

or  her  friends 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Safety  only  by  avoidance  of 

pregnancy 

0 

0 

0 

2 

No  avoidable  factor  

3 

4 

1 

7 

Total  number  of  cases  in 

which  one 

or  more  avoidable  factors 

were  present  

11 

(39-3%) 

Total  number  of  cases  in  which  death  apparently  was  inevitable  15 

Total  number  of  cases  in  which  safety  could  only  have  been  attained 

by  avoiding  pregnancy  2 


Total 


28 


Comparison  with  Previous  Years 

A comparison  of  the  figures  in  the  principal  groups  with  those  of 
previous  years  is  shown  hereunder  : — 

TABLE  II. 


Due  to  Pregnancy  and  Child-birth 

Toxae-  Haemorr- 

Abortion.  Sepsis.  mia.  hage. 

Other 

Causes. 

Total. 

Due  to 

A ssociated 
Conditions. 

1938 

8 

11 

12 

7 

14 

52 

21 

1939 

9 

8 

7 

6 

12 

42 

11 

1940 

5 

6 

10 

3 

11 

35 

10 

1941 

13 

4 

11 

4 

8 

40 

13 

1942 

10 

11 

13 

3 

7 

44 

17 

1943 

10 

9 

11 

4 

3 

37 

7 

1944 

10 

4 

8 

2 

8 

32 

17 

1945 

8 

6 

10 

0 

3 

27 

9 

The  reduction  in  deaths  due  to  haemorrhage  is  striking,  while  deaths 
due  to  toxaemia  show  no  reduction. 

Puerperal  Sepsis  and  Puerperal  Pyrexia 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia 
during  1945  and  the  preceding  three  years  : — 


The  out-of-city  cases  are  those  not  normally  resident  in 

Birmingham, 

: coming  into  the  City  for  confinement. 

1942. 

1943. 

1944. 

1945. 

Total  Puerperal 

Pyrexia  cases 

381 

396 

352 

338 

Out-of-City  cases  

22 

25 

20 

32 

Birmingham  cases 

359 

371 

332 

306 

Detailed  information  is 

obtained 

in  nearly  all  the  Birmingham  cases, 

[ is  shown  in  the  following  tables 

1942. 

1943. 

1944. 

1945. 

No.  of  cases  investigated 

359 

371 

332 

306 

Primiparae  

184 

168 

156 

152 

Multiparae 

Parity  not  stated,  including 

120 

123 

128 

117 

abortions  

55 

80 

48 

37 

Abortions  

39 

55 

26 

28 

Transferred  to  hospital  for 

treatment 

127 

127 

111 

84 

Already  in  hospital 

150 

153 

117 

117 

District  nurse  

50 

73 

67 

66 

Midwife  or  relative 

14 

4 

6 

10 

Not  known 

' 18 

10 

— 

— 

Consultant  called  in 

— 

4 

5 

1 

Deaths : {a)  Childbirth 

8 

5 

5 

4 

(6)  Abortion  

1 

1 

— 

1 

22 


The  ante-natal  care  in  the  306  Birmingham  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia 


in  1945  was  as  follows  : — 

Sufficient  ante-natal  care  243 

Insufficient  ante-natal  care  13 

Not  stated  (including  abortions)  50 


306 

The  306  Birmingham  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  have  been  analysed 
as  far  as  possible,  with  a view  to  discovering  the  cause  of  the  pyrexia. 


The  suggested  causes  are  as  follows  : — 

1.  Due  to  infection  of  the  Genital  Tract 149 

Uterine  infection  51  Salpingitis  2 

Septic  abortion  28  Wound  sepsis  2 

Subinvolution  26  Parametritis  2 

Retained  products  16  Infected  lacerations 2 

White  leg  5 Endometritis 1 

Perineal  sepsis  8 Septicaemia  1 

Gonorrheal  infection  1 Pelvic  cellulitis  1 

Phlebitis  3 

2.  Due  to  Extra-Genital  Causes  130 

Urinary  infection  28  Jaundice  1 

Respiratory  26  Pleural  effusion  1 

Flushed  breast  18  General  peritonitis  1 

Mastitis  27  Reaction  to  transfusion  1 

T.B.  chest  5 Reaction  to  injection  1 

General  condition  3 Debility  1 

Pyelitis  3 Sore  throat  1 

Constipation  2 Gastric  enteritis  1 

Tonsillitis  2 Influenza  1 

Anaemia  2 Septic  finger  1 

Varicose  veins  1 Diarrhoea  2 

Scarlet  fever  1 

3.  Cause  Unknown  27 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

During  the  year  there  were  713  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum 
notified,  of  which  15  were  treated  in  hospital.  Only  a very  small  proportion 
of  these  were  due  to  gonococcal  infection,  and  no  impairment  of  vision 
occurred  in  any  case  reported  to  the  Department. 

Pemphigus 

Number  of  cases  of  pemphigus  which  occurred  on  the  district  during 


1945  12 

Admitted  to  hospital  3 

Nursed  at  home  : — 

(а)  by  district  nurse  5 

(б)  by  relative  4 

Of  these  12  cases  all  recovered. 


Only  one  case  occurred  in  an  institution,  and  the  baby  recovered. 
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MATERNITY  SERVICES 


The  births  occurring  in  the  City  during  the  year  were  as  follows 


Live.  Stillhirths. 

Births  notified  20,310  622 

Failed  to  notify  212  5 

20,522  627 


Total : 21,149* 

* This  figure  does  not  include  Birmingham  confinements  occurring 
outside  the  City,  nor  births  in  St.  Chad’s  Hospital,  but  it  does  include 
the  confinements  of  a number  of  persons  whose  residence  was  outside. 

Medical  practitioners  were  engaged  for  the  confinement  in  20% 
and  were  called  in  by  midwives  for  confinements  in  3*9%,  while  midwives 
alone  attended  76  T%  of  confinements  in  the  patients’  homes  ; and  52*2% 
of  all  confinements  in  the  City  occurred  in  institutions. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  place  of  confinement. 


DOMICILIARY  MIDWIFERY. 

Attended  by  mid  wives  only  7,531 

Doctor  booked  for  confinement  1,976 

Doctor  called  in  for  confinement  by  midwife  383 

9,890 


INSTITUTIONAL  MIDWIFERY. 


Total  births  in  Nursing  Homes  1,574 

,,  ,,  ,,  General  Hospital  39 

,,  ,,  ,,  Hope  Lodge  1 

,,  ,,  ,,  The  Infirmary,  Winson  Green  Road  6 

,,  ,,  ,,  Queen  Elizabeth  Hospital  ... . 496 

,,  ,,  ,,  Sorrento  Maternity  Home  1,659 

,,  ,,  ,,  Heathfield  Road ,,  ,,  ..  ..  ..  888 

,,  ,,  ,,  Lordswood  ,,  ,,  775 

,,  ,,  ,,  Maternity  Hospital 1,492 

,,  ,,  ,,  Dudley  Road  Hospital  3,051 

,,  ,,  ,,  Selly  Oak  Hospital  820 

,,  ,,  ,,  Little  Bromwich  Hospital  ....  2 


10,803 


At  the  end  of  1945,  114  City  midwives  were  in  practice,  also  6 mid- 
wives who  were  used  as  maternity  nurses.  Twenty-five  independent 
midwives  were  in  practice  (including  6 who  resided  outside  the  City), 
6 midwives  worked  under  the  Maternity  Hospital  and  Queen’s  Hospital 
district  schemes  and  11  under  the  Birmingham  Hospital  Contributory 
Association  as  ambulance  mid  wives. 
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Apart  from  admission  to  institutions,  9,890  women  were  delivered 
in  private  houses  ; 8,686  by  City  midwives,  469  by  midwives  attached  to 
the  Maternity  and  Queen’s  Hospitals,  611  by  private  midwives.  There 
were  124  confinements  attended  in  patients’  homes  or  in  ambulances 
by  the  Ambulance  midwives. 

City  Midwives 

* During  the  year  City  midwives  attended  8,686  cases,  acting  as 
maternity  nurses  in  1,627  of  these  cases.  The  average  number  of  deliveries 
per  month,  per  midwife,  was  6-3  or  76  cases  per  year.  This  makes  no 
allowance  for  278  weeks  lost  by  sick  leave.  There  have  been  12  appoint- 
ments and  25  resignations  during  the  year. 

Supervision  of  Midwives 

During  the  year  1945,  354  midwives  notified  their  intention  to 
practise  in  the  City.  Of  these  6 resided  outside  the  City,  and  therefore 
did  not  come  under  routine  inspection  by  this  Department.  Of  these  354 
midwives,  162  were  institutional  and  192  domiciliary. 

Midwives  sent  for  medical  help  in  2,800  cases  ; for  the  mothers  in 
1,821  instances,  and  for  the  child  in  979. 


Reasons  for  sending  for  Medical  Help 

Mothers.  Children. 

Delayed  labour  315  Ophthalmia  697 

Laceration  of  perineum  808  Prematurity  33 

Haemorrhage  109  Jaundice  25 

Adherent  placenta  48  Deformity  23 

Abnormal  presentation  93  Skin  eruptions  39 

Abortion  or  miscarriage  31  Other  causes  162 

Rise  of  temperature  123 

Other  causes  294 


Total  1,821  Total  979 


Midwives  were  temporarily  suspended  for  the  following  reasons  : 
accidents,  9 ; influenza,  6 ; bronchitis,  4 ; tonsillitis,  4 ; septic  conditions,  4 ; 
anaemia,  3 ; tuberculosis,  2 ; other  causes,  27. 

The  following  visits  were  paid  during  the  year  by  the  Supervisors 


of  Midwives  : — 

Routine  visits  to  mid  wives  . ..  416 

Special  visits  to  mid  wives  . 370 

Visits  to  stillbirths  85 

Visits  after  neo-natal  deaths  Ill 

Nursings  and  deliveries  supervised  115 

Visits  to  ophthalmia  neonatorum  cases  1,272 

Visits  to  puerperal  sepsis  cases  150 

Other  visits  511 

Unsuccessful  visits  . 591 

Number  of  interviews  with  midwives  1,370 

Interviews  re  hospital  admission  ... . 4,770 

Interviews  re  dockets  for  sheets  5,398 
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Emergency  Maternity  Service 

This  is  a service  whereby  a doctor  and  nurse  from  the  Maternity 
Hospital  proceed  to  the  patient’s  home  by  ambulance  with  equipment 
for  the  treatment  of  shock  and  haemorrhage.  A consultant  can  also  be 
summoned  by  the  general  practitioner,  if  he  thinks  it  advisable. 

This  service  was  used  for  the  domiciliary  treatment  of  City  cases 
during  1945,  the  reasons  being  as  follows  : — 


Post-partum  haemorrhage 60  cases. 

Abortion  5 

Ante-partum  haemorrhage  2 ,, 

Shock  (3  associated  with  abnormal  labour)  5 ,, 

Prolapsed  cord  1 ,, 

73  „ 


All  cases  recovered. 


Training  of  Midwives 

The  City  Hospitals  (Dudley  Road  and  Selly  Oak)  and  the  City 
Maternity  Home,  15,  Wake  Green  Road,  together  with  the  Birmingham 
Maternity  Hospital,  are  recognised  for  the  first  period  of  training ; while 
the  City  Maternity  Home,  Heathfield  Road,  is  recognised  for  the  second 
period  of  training. 


District  Training 

During  the  year  1945,  15  teacher  midwives  were  taking  pupils  on 
the  district.  Two  teacher  midwives  resigned  during  the  year.  Seventy- 
three  pupils  were  dealt  with  by  these  15  midwives  for  part  of  their  training. 


Pupils  trained  for  the  Gas 

Central  Midwives  Board  and  Air 
Certificate.  Certificate. 


Part  I.  Part  II. 

Selly  Oak  Hospital  27  — 


Dudley  Road  Hospital  48  — — 

Birmingham  Maternity  Hospital  51  — — 

Sorrento  Maternity  Home  24  — 14 

Heathfield  Road  Maternity  Home  — 73  33 


Evacuation  of  Expectant  Mothers 

During  1945,  78  mothers  were  evacuated  to  the  hostel  at  Stratford- 
on-Avon,  provided  by  the  Warwickshire  County  Council. 

These  mothers  were  sent  by  special  transport  to  the  hostel  two  or 
three  weeks  before  their  confinement  was  due.  They  were  then  admitted 
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to  local  maternity  homes  or  hospitals  for  the  confinement,  after  which 
they  return  home. 

The  Government  Evacuation  Scheme  ceased  in  March,  but  by  private 
arrangement  with  Warwickshire  County  Council,  mothers  were  evacuated 
until  the  end  of  July,  when  the  scheme  ceased  completely. 

City  Maternity  Home  (Sorrento),  Wake  Green  Road,  Moseley. 

(112  Beds). 

The  Home  is  a training  school  for  pupil  midwives  (first  period  of 
training). 

Including  the  annexe  in  Greenhill  Road,  the  institution  has  64  lying-in 
beds,  30  ante-natal  beds,  and  a premature  baby  unit  with  cots  for  14 
babies  and  beds  for  four  mothers. 

The  number  of  deliveries  in  the  Home  during  1945  was  1,659  ; of 
these  1,487  were  booked  and  172  unbooked  cases.  Sixty-one  per  cent,  were 
primigravidae.  Eleven  cases  of  pyrexia  were  notified,  and  one  patient 
developed  a breast  abscess.  There  were  two  maternal  deaths,  one  due  to 
toxaemia,  and  the  other  due  to  an  associated  cause  (rupture  of  aneurysm). 
There  were  no  epidemics  amongst  the  infants. 

The  Premature  Baby  Ward  has  been  full  throughout  the  year,  and, 
as  usual,  a great  many  infants  have  had  to  be  refused  admission,  owing 
to  the  limited  accommodation  available. 

City  Maternity  Home,  Heathfield  Road,  Handsworth.  (43  Beds). 

This  Home  is  a training  school  for  midwives  (second  part  of  training). 
Including  the  annexe  at  Bourne  House,  the  institution  has  33  lying-in 
beds,  and  10  ante-natal  beds. 

The  number  of  deliveries  in  the  Home  during  1945  was  888  ; of  these 
820  were  booked  and  68  unbooked  cases.  Eorty-nine  per  cent,  were 
primigravidae.  Fourteen  cases  of  pyrexia  were  notified  and  four  patients 
developed  breast  abscess.  There  were  six  maternal  deaths,  two  from 
toxaemia,  one  from  infection,  and  three  from  cardiac  conditions.  There 
have  been  no  epidemics  amongst  the  infants. 

City  Maternity  Home,  Lordswood  Road,  Harborne.  (27  Beds). 

This  Home  is  intended  for  women  who  have  had  a previous  child 
but  require  institutional  treatment  because  of  home  difficulties. 

Ante-natal  and  post-natal  clinics  in  connection  with  this  Home  are 
held  at  the  Harborne  Welfare  Centre  in  Wentworth  Road. 

There  are  no  ante-natal  beds,  but  abnormal  ante-natal  cases  are 
dealt  with  by  the  Wake  Green  Road  Home. 
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During  1945  there  were  775  deliveries.  These  were  all  booked  cases 
and  ninety-hve  per  cent,  were  multigravidae. 

Six  cases  of  pyrexia  were  notified,  and  one  case  developed  a breast 
abscess.  There  were  no  maternal  deaths  and  no  epidemics  amongst  the 
infants. 


MOTHERS 

Sorrento.  Heathfield.  Lordswood. 

No.  of  confinements 

1,659 

888 

775 

Booked  

1,487 

820 

775 

Unbooked 

172 

68 

— 

Primigravidae 

1,012 

525 

36 

Multigravidae 

647 

363 

739 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

11 

14 

6 

Maternal  deaths 

2 

6 

— 

Forcey^s  delivery 

58 

51 

11 

INFANTS 

Sorrento.  Heathfield.  Lordswood. 

No.  of  births 

1,689 

910 

784 

Stillbirths  (booked) 

471 

^es 

[35 

(unbooked) 

18J 

Deaths  in  first  10  days  : 
(booked) 

211 

^35 

^18.  - 

(unbooked) 

14. J 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

26 

4 

Nil 

Septic  spots  

17 

12 

32 

Premature  births 
(Live  and  still) 

Booked  

115 

80 

25 

Unbooked 

51 

10 

— 

Feeding 

Breast  entirely  

1,364 

653 

743 

Complemented  

170 

117 

34 

Artificial 

55 

65 

7 

Antenatal 

Doctors'  Clinics. 

CLINICS 

Sorrento.  Heathfield.  Lordswood. 

New  patients 

1,882 

982 

900 

Re-visits  

7,514 

2,887 

2,374 

Consultation  cases 

586 

261 

Nil 

Midwives’  Clinics 

671 

1,506 

Nil 

Postnatal 

New  patients 

1,006 

399 

468 

Re-visits  

375 

256 

53 

Consultation  cases  

77 

153 

Nil 

28 


T.B.  Cases 

At  the  request  of  the  Tuberculosis  Officer,  the  ante-natal  care  has 
been  undertaken  of  tuberculous  pregnant  women  receiving  sanatorium 
treatment.  Visits  have  been  paid  during  1945  to  12  women  by  the  Senior 
Medical  Officer  in  charge  of  the  Maternity  Homes. 

Inspection  and  Registration  of  Nursing  Homes 

At  the  end  of  1945  there  were  35  nursing  homes  on  the  register. 
Three  new  homes  opened  during  the  year,  two  with  five  beds  each  for 
chronic  or  senile  cases  and  one  with  eight  maternity  beds.  One  home 
used  for  chronic  medical  cases  has  opened  an  extension  for  five  maternity 
beds.  One  home  formerly  used  for  chronic  and  maternity  cases  now  takes 
only  maternity  cases.  One  maternity  home  and  one  home  for  chronic 
medical  cases  were  given  up  during  the  year.  One  home  has  registered 
extra  beds.  Five  new  homes,  three  for  maternity  cases  and  two  for  chronic 
medical  cases,  are  in  process  of  registration. 

The  total  number  of  visits  paid  to  nursing  homes  during  the  year 
1945  was  88  (75  by  medical  officers  and  13  by  supervisors  of  midwives). 


Total  number  of  beds  in  homes ....  397 

Number  of  homes  which  are  equipped  for  surgical  work  3 
Number  of  homes  which  take  chronic  or  senile  cases 

only  ....  ....  13 

Number  ol  homes  which  take  maternity  cases  only  . . 13* 

Number  of  homes  which  keep  some  beds  for  maternity 

coses  4t 

* with  84  beds.  t with  20  beds. 

Nurses’  Agencies 


In  accordance  with  the  Nurses’  Act  of  1943  and  the  Nurses’  Agency 
Regulations,  1945,  eight  applications  were  received  from  iVgencies,  and 
provisional  licences  were  granted  in  each  case. 

HEALTH  VISITORS’  TRAINING  COURSE,  1945-1946 

The  twenty-third  course  of  training  for  the  Health  Visitors’  Certificate 
ran  from  September  3rd,  1945,  to  April  24th,  1946.  Birmingham  was 
again  an  examination  centre. 

The  response  to  the  advertisement  for  students  showed  a slight 
improvement,  but  the  age  restrictions  imposed  by  the  Ministry  of  Labour 
still  adversely  affect  recruiting  and  restrict  applications.  This  restriction 
and  direction  of  trained  nurses  means  that  recruits  have  had  predominantly 
hospital  experience  and,  with  few  exceptions,  little  or  none  in  the  pre- 
ventive aspect  of  nursing. 

This  limitation  of  recruitment  with  its  consequent  lengthening  of  the 
period  in  hospital  is  producing  its  own  problems.  It  has  been  noted  in  the 
last  few  years  that  groups  of  students  are  experiencing  greater  difficulty 
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in  making  the  mental  adjustment  necessary  to  appreciate  the  preventive 
as  against  the  curative  aspect  of  nursing.  Experience  suggests  that  in 
consequence  a higher  proportion  of  trainees  may  return  to  curative  nursing 
after  completion  of  the  Health  Visitors’  training. 

Thirty-seven  completed  application  forms  were  received — thirty- 
three  were  short-listed  and  interviewed.  Twenty-two  were  appointed  and 
passed  the  medical  examination.  Applications  from  outside  authorities 
numbered  thirteen.  From  these  twelve  candidates  were  accepted. 

One  student  was  withdrawn  after  the  first  month.  Thirty-three 
students  remained  in  the  training  course. 

A few  alterations  have  been  made  in  the  organisation  of  the  practical 
work  in  preparation  for  the  training  of  an  increased  number  of  students 
in  the  Course  commencing  in  September,  1946.  It  has  long  been  felt  that 
the  students  would  benefit  from  experience  gained  in  a rural  area.  Arrange- 
ments were  made  for  each  student  to  spend  one  day  in  either  Worcester- 
shire or  Warwickshire.  This  arrangement  has  worked  well  and  has  been 
greatly  appreciated.  It  is  hoped  to  arrange  an  extension  of  this  experience 
of  rural  work  in  the  future. 

The  work  of  the  students  in  the  School  Medical  Department  has  been ' 
re-organised  and  is  proving  comprehensive  and  satisfactory. 

Following  a conference  with  medical  officers  of  health  in  the  Midland 
region  it  has  been  arranged  in  future  to  give  priority  to  candidates  from 
the  Midland  region. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  to  accommodate  50  students  for  the 
1946-1947  course.  This  has  necessitated  certain  structural  alterations 
in  the  existing  training  centre. 

Enquiries  about  the  course  received  during  'the  year  1945-1946 
numbered  101. 

CHILD  WELFARE  SERVICE 
The  Work  of  the  Health  Visitor 

Health  visiting  in  the  home  has  proceeded  along  the  usual  lines, 
i.e.,  visits  are  paid 

as  soon  after  the  14  th  day  as  possible  ; 
monthly  to  one  year  of  age  ; 
quarterly  between  one  year  and  two  years  ; 
half-yearly  between  2 and  5 years. 

The  child  population  under  5 years  visited  again  shows  an  increase 
on  the  previous  year. 


Dec.  31.  1937  66,538  Dec.  31.  1942  70,008 

„ „ 1938  69,698  .,  „ 1943  75,310 

„ „ 1939  70,289  ,.  „ 1944  82,839 

,.  ,.  1940  67,826  .,  „ 1945  86,935 

„ „ 1941  65,259 


Of  this  86,935,  approximate^  21%  were  children  born  in  1944. 
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The  work  has  included  visits  to  ante-natal  mothers,  cases  of 
ophthalmia  neonatorum,  scabies,  and  special  visits  in  connection  with 
reports  anonymous  and  otherwise,  of  child  neglect  and  problems  connected 
with  old  age.  The  work  in  connection  with  health  education  has  nearly 
doubled  when  compared  with  that  undertaken  in  1944 — 193  lectures 
in  1944,  and  334  lectures  in  1945. 

The  total  number  of  children  visited  shows  an  increase  of  4,096  but 
the  total  number  of  home  visits  paid  to  children  under  five  has  fallen  by 
10,476  when  compared  with  1944.  This  is  reflected  in  the  lessened  per- 
centage of  visited  children  who  attended  the  Welfare  Centres,  i.e.,  50*6% 
in  1945 — as  compared  with  56*7%  in  1944.  The  reason  for  this  is  not  far 
to  seek.  The  sessions  available  for  home  visiting  are  insufficient  to  cover 
the  work  as  it  should  be  covered,  and  an  ever  increasing  percentage  of  the 
community  are  demanding  the  services  of  the  Health  Visitor. 

With  the  present  organisation  of  the  clinics  the  number  of  half-day 
sessions  which  were  available  throughout  the  year  for  activities  outside 
the  welfare  centres  was  22,924.  Of  these  334  sessions  were  required  for 
health  education,  516  for  refresher  courses,  334  consisted  of  additional 
public  holidays,  and  no  less  than  2,520  sessions  were  lost  through  illness. 
The  work  in  health  education  adds  interest  and  variety  to  the  work  and 
attendance  at  refresher  courses,  required  by  the  Rushcliffe  Committee, 
helps  to  preserve  freshness  of  out-look.  In  neither  of  these  cases  is  it 
suggested  that  the  policy  so  far  pursued  should  be  modified  or  abandoned. 
The  sickness  rate  seems  unduly  heavy,  amounting  to  an  average  of  12  days 
for  each  member  of  the  staff. 

The  number  of  visiting  sessions  remaining  was  19,220,  which  gives 
an  average  of  217  children  per  visitor  per  visiting  session.  It  is  considered 
that  for  efficient  visiting  the  average  number  of  children  per  visitor  per 
visiting  session  should  not  exceed  83.  Stated  in  another  way  this  means 
that  on  the  basis  of  six  visiting  sessions  per  week  a visitor  should  not 
have  more  than  500  children  under  the  age  of  5 on  her  visiting  list.  We 
are  still  far  from  this  ideal,  and  will  need  to  increase  the  number  of  health 
visitors  at  present  employed  by  at  least  30%  if  it  is  to  be  attained.  Plans 
were  made  at  the  end  of  the  year  to  increase  the  number  of  clerks  employed 
and  to  effect  some  re-organisations  of  the  clinics  which  should  help  to 
ease  matters  in  1946. 


Total  number  of  visits  to  children  under  5 years  262,255 

Total  number  of  visits  to  expectant  mothers  17,030 

Total  number  of  visits  postnatally  following  stillbirths 

and  neonatal  deaths  737 

Total  number  of  visits  to  scabies,  and  other  visits  13,652 


293,674 
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Children  Visited  in  1945 


Number  of  individual  children  visited,  0 — 5 86,935 

Number  of  individual  children  who  attended  centres 43,946 

Percentage  of  visited  children  who  attended  centres  during  the  year  50-6% 


Number 

% 

Year 

Number 

attended 

attended 

of  birth. 

visited. 

centres. 

centres. 

1940 

A ttained  5 years 

1,466 

during  1945. 

4 — 5 years,  1941 

14,026 

2,785 

19-9 

3—4  years,  1942 

16,277 

4,281 

26-3 

2 — 3 years,  1943 

18,093 

6,656 

36-8 

1 — 2*  years,  1944 

20,282 

14,170 

69-9 

0 — 1 years,  1945 

18,257 

14,588 

79-9 

86,935 

43,946 

50-6 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres 

Number  of  centres  provided  and  maintained  by  the  Council  32 

Total  number  of  attendances  at  Child  Welfare  Centres  during  1945: 

(1)  By  children  under  1 year  of  age  • 210,172 

(2)  ,,  ,,  between  1 and  5 years  of  age  64,655 

Total  number  of  children  who  attended  a Centre  for  the  first  time  during 
the  year  and  who,  at  the  time  of  their  first  attendance,  were  : 

(1)  Under  1 year  of  age  17,110 

(2)  Between  1 — 5 years  of  age  2,492 

Total  number  of  individual  children  who  attended  during  the  year  and 
who  were  at  the  end  of  the  year  : 

(1)  Under  1 year  of  age  14,588 

(2)  Between  1 and  5 years  of  age  29,358 


The  premises  of  the  Stirchley  and  Bromford  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Centres  were  handed  back  by  the  Civil  Defence  Committee  in 
June,  and  are  now  functioning  as  usual. 

Owing  to  the  shortage  of  medical  officers  a total  of  22  children’s 
consultations  weekly  have  been  run  by  health  visitors  only.  This  has  not 
been  a satisfactory  arrangement,  and  it  has  tended  to  overload  the  remain- 
ing children’s  consultations  with  a high  proportion  of  children  needing  to 
see  the  doctor.  This  may  also  be  a contributory  factor  in  the  smallen 
percentage  of  visited  children  attending  the  centres.  f] 

The  distribution  of  National  Dried  Milk  and  Vitamins  has  continued 
to  be  carried  out  by  clerks  from  the  Food  Office.  The  situation  with  regard 
to  voluntary  workers  at  the  Centres  has  shown  no  signs  of  improving 
during  the  year,  though  efforts  have  been  made  to  secure  additional  help. 
A neatly  designed  badge  has  been  introduced  for  wear  ^by  voluntary 
workers. 


\ 
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The  work  at  the  centres  is  shown  in  the  table  below  : — 


Children’s  Attendances  : 

1944. 

1945 

Decrease. 

Individual  children  attending  

47,008 

43,946 

3,962 

Total  attendances  made  : 

At  infant  clinics  

218,778 

189,963 

28,815 

At  postnatal  clinics  

61,982 

54,979 

7,003 

At  medical  inspections  of  children  of 

2 — 5 years  

21,286 

20,885 

401 

Total  children's  attendances  

302,046 

265,827 

36,219 

Mothers’  Attendances  ; 

1944. 

1945. 

Decrease. 

New  mothers  at  antenatal  clinics  

15,049 

13,489 

1,560 

Total  individual  women  attending 

19,340 

17,765 

1,575 

Total  antenatal  attendances  

. 87,456 

77,009 

10,447 

Individual  Mothers  examined  at : 

Postnatal  clinics  (new  mothers)  

4,653 

4,285 

368 

Total  postnatal  examinations 

5,021 

4,629 

392 

Antenatal  Clinics  at  Child  Welfare  Centres 

The  number  of  ante-natal  clinics  held  weekly  is  72  with  an  average 
attendance  of  21*5.  The  number  of  individual  women  attending  has 
decreased  by  1,575,  and  the  total  attendances  by  10,447.  The  fall  in  the 
birth-rate  has  had  a considerable  influence  on  these  figures. 


Antenatal  Clinics 

Number  held  3,570 

New  mothers  attending  13,489 

Total  attendances  77,009 


Antenatal  clinics  are  also  held  at  the  City  Maternity  Homes,  the 
Maternity  Hospital  and  Dudley  Road  and  Selly  Oak  Hospitals,  to  all  of 
which  consultation  cases  can  be  referred. 
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CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRES,  1945 
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Included  in  Harbome  figures 


Postnatal  Clinics 

The  Postnatal  clinics  have  proceeded  as  usual. 

The  mother  is  invited  to  attend  with  her  baby  until  the  infant  is 
three  months  old.  She  receives  her  own  physical  examination  between  the 
sixth  and  eighth  week  after  confinement.  The  total  number  of  primary 
postnatal  examinations  at  postnatal  and  antenatal  clinics  was  4,285, 
a decrease  of  368  compared  with  1944  and  representing  24%  of  the  women 
attending  the  antenatal  clinics. 

This  does  not  show  a true  picture  of  the  postnatal  examinations, 
as  many  of  the  women  return  for  their  examination  to  the  hospitals  or 
maternity  homes  at  which  they  were  confined.  The  total  number  of  primary 
and  re-examinations  postnatally  was  4,629. 

The  following  table  shows  the  result  of  these  examinations  : — 


No.  of  cases  showing  no  abnormality  1,661 

No.  of  cases  showing  abnormality  2,624 

% of  cases  showing  abnormality  61-2% 

Abnormal  conditions  found  in  mothers  : 

Breasts — mastitis  ’ 79 

Genital  tract 2,265 

Urinary  tract  91 

White  leg  9 

General  conditions  2,451 

Other  conditions  481 


Note. — More  than  one  abnormality  may  be  found  in  the  same  mother. 
Postnatal  Clinic  Attendances 

Number  held  

Number  of  individual  mothers  examined 
Total  examinations  made 
Number  of  new  infants  attending 
Total  number  of  infant  attendances 
Number  of  infants  seen  by  doctor 
Average  attendances  of  infants  per  clinic 

Children’s  Clinics 

Children  of  any  age  up  to  5 years  may  attend  these  clinics,  though 
mothers  with  babies  under  3 months  are  encouraged  to  attend  the  post- 
natal clinics,  and  toddlers  to  attend  the  toddlers’  inspection  clinics. 


Number  of  clinics  held  : 

1944. 

1945. 

With  doctor 

3,121 

2,543 

Without  doctor 

451 

932 

Total 

3,572 

3,475 

1944. 

1945. 

New  children  attending  

10,790 

8,153 

Total  attendances  

218,778 

189,963 

Total  seen  by  doctor 

67,086 

52,343 

1944. 

1945. 

1,462 

1,432 

4,653 

4,335 

5,021 

4,629 

11,094 

10,307 

61,982 

54,979 

23,975 

22,137 

42-3 

38*4 
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Medical  Inspection  of  Pre-school  Children 

These  clinics  are  held  for  the  medical  inspection  of  pre-school  children 
between  18  months  and  5 years  of  age.  Quarterly  appointments  are  given 
and  the  mother  is  encouraged  to  keep  these  regularly.  If  more  frequent 
supervision  is  considered  desirable,  the  mother  is  advised  to  bring  the 
child  in  the  interim  to  the  ordinary  consultation. 

The  number  of  pre-school  clinics  held  during  the  year  was  1,240, 
and  the  average  attendance  was  16*8. 

The  following  table  gives  an  analysis  of  the  attendances  and  conditions 
found  : — 

MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS.  1945 

Section  A . Numbers  : 

1.  No.  of  clinics  1,240 

2.  Total  attendances  20,890 

3.  No.  of  children  attending  for  first  time  this  year  1,142 

4.  No,  with  one  or  more  defects  6,032 

5.  No.  with  adverse  environmental  conditions  2,427 

6.  No.  with  acute  illness  during  year  1,653 

Section  B.  Environmental  Conditions  : 

1 . Clothing  unsuitable  or  inadequate  388 

2.  Rest.  Bed-time  later  than  7 p.m 3,514 

3.  No  day-time  rest 4,799 

Section  C.  Defects  : 

1.  Eyes  : Squint  284 

2.  Inflammatory  conditions  139 

3.  Other  eye  conditions  47 

4.  Skin  : Eczema  146 

5.  Purulent  conditions  168 

6.  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat : Otorrhoea  176 

7.  Deafness  61 

8.  Enlarged  or  diseased  tonsils  and/or  adenoids  1,756 

9.  Nasal  obstruction  and/or  mouth  breathing  357 

10.  Teeth  : Carious  or  defective 1,193 

11.  Glands  740 

12.  Heart  : Congenital  diseases  76 

13.  Rheumatic  heart  conditions  27 

14.  Lungs  87 

15.  Rickets : Active  174 

16.  Rachitic  deformities  986 

17.  Other  deformities  855 

18.  Mentality : (backward)  95 

19.  Speech  : (backward  or  defective)  148 

20.  Other  defects  189 
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Ultra  Violet  Light  Clinics  at  Child  Welfare  Centres 

The  Ultra  Violet  Light  Clinics  were  held  at  19  centres.  The  treatment 
was  given  from  January  to  the  end  of  April  and  began  again  on  October  1st. 
The  total  number  of  attendances  of  40,427  was  made  by  3,293  cases. 

Remedial  Exercise  Clinics 

The  sole  remaining  physiotherapist  resigned  in  September,  1945. 
Repeated  advertisement  failed  to  produce  any  response.  Fortunately 
we  were  able  to  secure  the  services  of  two  physiotherapists  on  a part-time 
basis  in  October,  and  later  two  full-time  physiotherapists  were  appointed. 
It  was  hoped  that  the  work  would  begin  on  a full-time  basis  on  December 
31st,  but  one  of  the  physiotherapists  withdrew  for  domestic  reasons,  and 
the  two  part-time  workers  agreed  to  carry  on  in  her  place. 

Owing  to  these  difficulties  it  will  be  some  time  before  the  clinics  are 
brought  up  to  their  pre-war  standard.  The  number  of  children  treated  at 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres  during  the  year  was  : — 


Individual  children  attending  287 

Total  attendances  1,875 

Number  of  sessions  held  164 

Average  attendances  per  session  11-4 


Dental  Treatment 


Carnegie 

Stratford 

Lancaster 

Selly 

Total. 

Institute 

Road. 

Street. 

Oak. 

Number  of  clinics  held 

267 

195 

114 

28 

604 

Total  attendances  : 

(Mothers)  

4,362 

3,041 

1,801 

288 

9,492 

(Children)  

. 452 

430 

269 

169 

1,320 

Average  attendance  per  session  : 

(Mothers) 

16 

16 

16 

10 

14 

(Children)  

2 

2 

2 

6 

3 

Local  anaesthetic  administered 

20 

27 

6 

— 

53 

Gas  

1,521 

1,336 

799 

417 

4,073 

No.  of  dentures  supplied 

1,004 

638 

372  (To  Carnegie  Clinic) 

2,014 

Treatment  of  Ear,  Nose,  Throat  and  Eye  Conditions 

Cases  referred  from  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres  and 
examined  during  1945  at  the  Children’s  Hospital  for  the  treatment  of 


the  above  conditions  were  : — 

Eye,  ear  and  throat  cases  294 

Tonsils  and  adenoids  (operations  performed)  279 

Tonsils  and  adenoids  (examination  only) 101 

The  special  fortnightly  clinic  at  Lancaster  Street  was  discontinued 
in  May  owing  to  the  resignation  of  the  medical  officer. 

Number  of  clinics  held  13 

Number  of  children  attended  214 

Number  of  children  referred  to  hospital  — 115 

Number  of  children  receiving  palliative  treatment  4 

Cases  of  otorrhoea  1 

Post-operative  cases  seen  9 
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Parents’  Guidance  Clinic 


During  1945,  48  sessions  were  held  with  a total  attendance  of  198. 
Five  mothers,  twenty- two  boys  and  nineteen  girls  and  two  nursery  nurses 
attended  for  the  first  time.  In  six  instances  both  parents  attended  and  in 
the  remainder  only  the  mothers  saw  Dr.  Hammond. 

Parents  were  referred  for  the  following  difficulties  affecting  their 
children  : — 


Cruelty  to  young  babies  

Cruelty  to  animals  

Sleepwalking 

Minor  behaviour  problems 

Extreme  disobedience  and  self-assertion 

Aggressiveness  

Jealousy 

Masturbation  

Mental  Defect  

Enuresis 

Negativism 

Anorexia  nervosa  

Night  terrors 

Temper  tantrums 

Fears 

Stammering  

Acute  depression  

Marital  problems 


No.  of  cases. 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

4 
3 
3 
6 

5 

3 
1 
2 

4 
2 

2 mothers 

3 mothers 


Home  visits  were  paid  to  all  new  cases  referred  before  attendance 
at  the  clinic,  and  re-visits  were  also  paid  ; these  home  visits  are  much 
appreciated. 

The  grant  given  by  the  Public  Health  Committee  was  expended  in  the 
purchase  of  books  which  have  been  much  appreciated,  especially  by  fathers 
who  were  unable  to  attend  the  clinic  and  who  read  them  with  great  interest. 


The  Provision  of  Food  for  Necessitous  Mothers  and  Children 

The  provision  of  dinners  to  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  has  con- 
tinued at  one  centre  only,  namely,  Monument  Road. 

The  numbers  attending  have  been  : — 


Individual  mothers 41 

Individual  children 51 

Total  dinners  served  to  mothers  1,268 

,,  ,,  ,,  children  1,607 
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Other  Activities 

Attendances  at : 

Sewing  classes  at  centres  9,818 

Health  talks  at  centres  78,622 


There  has  been  difficulty  in  meeting  the  demand  for  sewing  classes 
owing  to  the  shortage  of  teachers,  and  some  of  those  held  have  met  with 
hindrances  to  the  work  owing  to  the  shortage  of  suitable  materials  due 
to  the  coupon  problem. 

The  Food  Office  officials  again  arranged  demonstrations  at  the  Welfare 
Centres,  and  these  have  been  much  appreciated. 

Surveys,  Visits  and  Refresher  Courses 

The  enquiry  sponsored  by  the  Medical  Womcji’s  Federation  into  the 
health  of  children  at  eight  Welfare  Centres  and  eight  Nurseries  was  com- 
pleted. The  result  of  the  enquiry  will  be  available  in  1946. 

Many  groups  of  persons  and  individual  visitors  have  visited  the 
Department  and  various  centres  : — 

Members  of  the  A.T.S.,  G.T.C.,  and  Red  Cross  students. 

Domestic  science  students. 

Nursery  nurses  (post-graduate  course). 

Student  nurses. 

Physical  training  students. 

Social  science  students. 

Industrial  nurse  students. 

Midwifery  students. 

Queen’s  student  nurses. 

School  children. 

Visits  were  paid  to  the  Department  by  Miss  Loula  Dunn,  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Health  for  Alabama  ; Miss  Bennett,  Administrative 
Officer  for  the  Y.W.C.A.,  New  Zealand  ; a Medical  Officer  from  Malta  j 
and  two  Medical  Officers  from  France.  The  Selly  Oak  Missionary  Training 
Colleges  arranged  for  visits  by  three  nurse  missionaries,  who  were  home 
on  leave,  and  a social  worker  from  the  Middle  East.  In  addition,  there  have 
been  many  visitors  from  this  country,  especially  to  see  the  premature  baby 
ward  at  Sorrento. 

A second  refresher  course  for  a group  of  Canadian  nurses  was  arranged 
during  March,  in  conjunction  with  the  British  Council. 

In  co-operation  with  the  Education  Department,  arrangements  were 
made  for  domestic  science  teachers  to  spend  a session  with  health  visitors 
during  their  home  visiting.  Much  appreciation  has  been  expressed  verbally 
and  in  writing  of  the  value  of  this  contact. 

Two  courses  of  six  lectures  on  “ The  Technique  of  Teaching  ” have 
been  held,  one  in  the  spring  attended  by  27  Health  Visitors,  and  the 
second  in  the  autumn,  attended  by  1 1 Health  Visitors. 
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Eighteen  health  visitors  attended  a twelve-day,  whole-time  refresher 
course.  These  courses  were  held  as  follows  : — 


1.  Royal  College  of  Nursing  Course,  London  3 

2.  Royal  College  of  Nursing  Course,  Oxford  2 

3.  Royal  College  of  Nursing  Course,  Newcastle-on-Tyne  2 

4.  W.P.H.O.A.  Course,  Cambridge  1 

5.  W.P.H.O.A.  Course,  Hull  4 

6.  W.P.H.O.A.  Course,  Bedford  College  6 


18 

Staff 

Practically  the  whole  of  the  staff  attended  for  examination  at  the 
Mass  Radiography  Centre.  A poster  competition  open  to  members  of  the 
staff  was  held  during  the  second  quarter  of  the  year,  and  the  entries  were 
judged  by  Mr.  Clamp.  Two  prizes  of  £2  2s.  Od.  and  two  of  £1  Is.  Od.  were 
given  by  the  Committee. 

The  number  of  health  visitors  engaged  wholly  on  maternity  and 
child  welfare  work  in  January,  1945,  was  99  and  98  on  the  31st  December, 
1945. 

During  the  year,  twenty-one  vacancies  occurred  on  the  staff : — 

By  promotion  2 

By  retirement  2 (Miss  Tattersfield  and  Miss  Digby). 

By  transfer  to  other  Authorities 9 (All  nearer  home  or  friends). 

By  resignations  3 

By  marriage  5 

Five  vacancies  were  still  unfilled  on  December  31st,  1945. 

The  Home  Help  Service 

The  number  of  cases  attended  by  Home  Helps  during  1945  was  1,210. 


Confinements  1,111 

Special  scheme  99 


1,210 


an  increase  of  511  on  the  preceding  year. 

The  number  of  Home  Helps  employed  having  increased  to  62  it  has 
been  possible,  in  certain  necessitous  cases,  to  increase  the  length  of  time 
of  the  Home  Helps  stay  to  14  working  days  or  even  longer. 

Four  courses  of  instruction  have  been  given  during  the  year  to  newly 
appointed  Home  Helps.  The  time  allocated  to  this  instruction  is  now  one 
day  weekly  for  a six  weeks’  period.  The  success  of  the  training  is  in  a large 
measure  due  to  the  excellent  co-operation  we  receive  from  the  Domestic 
Science  section  of  the  City  Education  Department. 
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Domestic  Help  Scheme 

Total  number  of  domestic  helpers  employed  18 

Full  time  2 

Working  for  a stated  number  of  hours  daily  16 


This  extension  to  the  Home  Help  Scheme  commenced  in  February. 

The  supply  of  Domestic  Helps  for  this  Service  falls  far  short  of  the 
demand.  The  more  urgent  cases  have  been  dealt  with  as  follows  : — 


{a)  Where  the  housewife  fell  sick  or  had  an  operation  43 

(6)  With  elderly  people  who  were  infirm  or  one  of  whom  suddenly 

fell  ill  24 

(c)  Where  several  members  of  the  household  were  ill  at  the  same 

time,  i.e.,  during  an  influenza  epidemic  1 

68 


Canwell  Hall  Babies’  Hospital.  (67  Beds). 

This  hospital  admits  sick  children  up  to  the  age  of  five  years,  mainly 
from  Welfare  Centres  and  War-time  Nurseries. 

During  the  year  there  were  338  admissions,  333  discharges  and  13 
deaths.  Of  the  discharges  52  were  transferred  to  other  hospitals  and  3 
were  removed  by  their  parents  against  medical  advice. 

There  were  46  cases  of  infectious  disease,  a considerable  reduction 
on  the  incidence  during  1944.  Of  the  deaths  4 were  from  broncho- 
pneumonia, and  4 from  gastro-enteritis  and  2 from  marasmus.  The 
admissions  included  bronchitis  and  pneumonia,  73  ; malnutrition,  66  ; 
gastro-enteritis,  20  ; ear,  nose  and  throat  conditions,  21  ; anaemia,  14  ; 
and  marasmus,  10. 

Four  children  showed  positive  reactions  to  tuberculin  tests. 


Staff 


HEALTH  EDUCATION. 


Miss  Slack,  the  Tutor  for  Health  Visiting  students,  and  Mr.  Taylor 
continue  to  be  jointly  responsible  for  the  organisation  of  Health  Education 
work. 

To  cope  with  the  increase  in  work  on  the  female  side.  Miss  Wood, 
formerly  Tutor  to  the  Nursery  Nurses,  was  appointed  whole-time  Assistant 
Tutor  to  Miss  Slack  as  from  11th  January,  1945,  to  assist  in  this,  as  well 
as  in  the  work  of  training  Health  Visiting  students.  There  is  a comparable 
increase  in  work  on  the  male  side  which  makes  desirable  the  consideration 
of  further  assistance. 
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Technique  of  Teaching 

In  order  to  equip  the  Health  Visitors  to  meet  the  demands  made  upon 
them  for  health  educational  work  in  schools  and  youth  organisations, 
a series  of  lectures  was  arranged  in  conjunction  with  the  Extra  Mural 
Department  of  the  University,  the  subject  being  “ The  Art  and  Technique 
of  Teaching.”  These  lectures  were  given  in  the  Student  Health  Visitors’ 
Lecture  Room,  on  six  consecutive  Saturday  mornings  during  the  months 
of  April  and  May,  by  Mr.  A.  P.  Braddock,  M.A.,  of  the  University  staff. 
The  widespread  interest  and  success  led  to  the  demand  for  a further 
course,  which  was  given  between  October  20th  to  November  24th,  1945. 
In  1944,  28  Birmingham  Health  Visitors  were  lecturing  ; in  1945  this  num- 
ber has  increased  to  45,  with  further  offers  from  other  members  of  the  staff. 

Discussion  Groups 

Regular  discussion  groups  have  taken  place  between  members  of  the 
staff  and  others  engaged  in  Health  Education  in  the  area.  This  exchange 
of  experiences  and  information  has  proved  most  beneficial  to  those  con- 
cerned. 

Schools 

The  number  of  lectures  to  senior  school  children  has  shown  some 
increase.  The  scope  of  the  lectures  has  been  widened.  Lectures  on 
“ Mothercraft  ” have  been  introduced  in  several  of  the  Senior  Girls’  De- 
partments. The  visits  of  girls  and  boys  and  members  of  other  organisations 
to  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres  have  considerably  increased. 
These  visits  have  proved  of  great  value,  and  have  aroused  great  interest 
among  the  girls  and  boys  and  members  of  the  teaching  staffs  who  partici- 
pated in  them. 


1944.  1945. 

Number  of  lectures  at  schools  421  501 

Number  of  lectures  to  Youth  Organisations  83  139 

Number  of  lectures  to  Adult  Groups  42  88 

546  728 

Visits  to  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres  10  • 55 


Equipment 

A much  appreciated  grant  of  £20  was  allocated  by  the  Health  Educa- 
tion Sub-Committee  towards  the  cost  of  posters  and  books. 
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NURSERIES 


At  the  beginning  of  1945,  78  nurseries  were  open  in  Birmingham  foi 
the  care  of  children  whose  mothers  w'ere  doing  work  of  national  importance. 
Of  these,  71  were  day  nurseries,  while  7 were  24-hour  nurseries,  at  which 
children  were  accommodated  from  Monday  to  Saturday  each  week, 
spending  the  week-ends  at  home  with  their  mothers.  Most  of  these  latter 
mothers  were  on  night  duty,  or  employed  by  the  City  Transport  Depart- 
ment— their  hours  of  work  not  coinciding  with  the  day  nursery  hours. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  places  for  3,863  children 
in  these  nurseries  and  3,360  names  of  children  were  on  the  registers, 
though  the  average  weekly  attendance  was  only  2,269.  There  were  717 
on  the  waiting  lists  and  503  vacancies.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were 
3,632  available  places  with  3,527  of  these  places  occupied  and  an  average 
attendance  of  2,798  with  the  waiting  lists  up  to  1,330,  and  the  vacancies 
reduced  to  218.  The  apparent  discrepancy  between  the  fact  of  vacancies 
and  the  number  on  the  waiting  lists  arises  from  an  increasing  demand 
for  toddler  vacancies  as  compared  with  vacancies  for  babies  and  tweenies. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  day  nurseries  were  open  from  7 a.m. 
till  8 p.m.  In  July,  owing  to  extreme  staff  shortages,  aggravated  by  holi- 
days, and  the  return  of  Service  relatives  of  staff  on  leave,  after  consultation 
with  representatives  from  the  Ministry  of  Labour  and  approval  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  it  was  decided  to  close  the  nurseries  at  2 p.m.  on 
Saturdays.  The  times  of  opening  and  of  closing  on  other  week-days  were 
varied  according  to  the  needs  of  the  district  ranging  respectively  from 
7 to  8 a.m.  and  from  6 to  7.30  p.m.  These  new  arrangements  have  been 
successful,  and  have  allowed  the  nurseries  to  carry  on  with  somewhat 
depleted  staffs. 

The  following  are  brief  particulars  of  nurseries  which  were  closed, 
re-opened  or  transformed  in  function  during  the  year  : — 

Smith  Street  School.  The  nursery  held  in  these  premises  was 
closed  on  17th  February,  1945,  owing  to  the  unsuitability  of  the  premises 
and  difficulties  in  regard  to  heating. 

Moseley  Hall.  The  nursery  held  on  the  top  floor  of  this  building 
was  closed  on  10th  March,  1945,  as  the  beds  were  urgently  required  for 
the  building’s  normal  purpose  of  catering  for  convalescent  children. 

The  Hawthorns.  The  nursery  at  this  Home  was  the  first  in  the 
City  to  be  opened  (3rd  June,  1940),  and  it  was  closed  down  on  31st  March, 
1945,  at  the  request  of  the  Salvation  Army,  the  owners  of  the  premises, 
as  these  were  urgently  required  for  use  as  an  unmarried  girls’  hostel. 
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Park  Road  Aston.  At  the  request  of  the  owner,  a doctor,  released 
from  the  Services,  and  wishing  to  resume  his  practice  at  this  house,  the 
nursery  was  closed  on  14th  July,  1945. 

Linds  worth  Cottage.  A doctor,  released  from  the  services, 
requested  the  return  of  his  house  from  which  to  resume  practice,  and  the 
nursery  was  closed  down  on  22nd  September,  1945. 

257,  Hagley  Road.  Before  the  war  this  was  the  recovery  home 
for  the  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Hospital.  As  the  beds  were  urgently  required 
by  the  hospital,  the  nursery  was  closed  down  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

2314,  Coventry  Road.  At  the  request  of  the  owner,  a doctor 
released  from  the  Navy,  and  desirous  of  resuming  practice  from  his  house, 
the  nurser}^  here  was  closed  down  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

79,  Marsh  Lane.  The  nursery  attached  to  the  Welfare  Centre  here, 
which  had  been  closed  since  27th  February,  1943,  was  re-opened  on 
23rd  May,  1945,  as  a toddler  unit. 

Warren  Farm  Road.  The  nursery  attached  to  the  Welfare  Centre, 
which  had  closed  on  27th  November,  1942,  was  re-opened  2nd  July,  1945, 
as  a toddler  unit. 

Shirley  Road  Nursery.  Owing  to  shortage  of  staff  and  lessened 
demand  for  admission  of  younger  children,  it  was  decided  to  convert  this 
nursery  into  a toddler  unit  for  25  children — the  tweenies  being  transferred 
to  surrounding  nurseries  where  there  were  vacancies.  The  room  in  the 
Welfare  Centre,  which  had  been  used  by  the  tweenies,  reverted  to  its 
original  use. 

Evacuated  Nursery  Schools 

A Margaret  McMillan  Nursery  School  for  49  children  which  was 
evacuated  to  Alum  Rock  Convent,  Birmingham,  on  10th  April,  1944, 
during  the  period  of  enemy  bombardment  of  London,  returned  to  London 
on  21st  November,  1945. 

At  the  same  time  St.  Cleve  L.C.C.  Nursery  School  for  57  children 
which  had  been  evacuated  to  8,  Serpentine  Road,  from  Kent  on  10th 
July,  1944,  returned  on  3rd  November,  1945. 

Upwood,  Barnt  Green 

This  nursery  was  opened  August  5th,  1940  as  an  evacuation  nursery, 
and  run  by  the  Society  of  Friends — 30  children  were  accommodated. 
When  the  evacuation  scheme  finished  in  1945  the  nursery  had  to  close, 
and  seven  of  the  children  accommodated  there  were  transferred  to  our 
residential  nurseries. 
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A nursery  run  by  Morris  Commercial  Motors  closed  down  in  April, 
1945,  and  we  were  asked  to  accommodate  12  children  in  our  day  nurseries. 
The  nursery  taking  the  bulk  of  the  children — Highheld  Road,  Alum  Rock, 
was  made  the  recipient  of  a gift  of  some  excellent  outdoor  equipment, 
including  swings,  a see-saw  and  a chute. 

Transport  of  Children  by  Ambulance 

Owing  to  a lessened  demand  for  transport  for  children  to  and  from 
Treaford  Lane  and  Heathway  Nursery  the  arrangements  for  this  were 
discontinued  in  January,  1945. 

From  the  area  round  Hurst  Street,  Hope  Street  and  Belgrave  Road, 
w’here  supply  has  never  adequately  met  demand  for  nursery  accommoda- 
tion, it  was  decided  to  transport  24  children  by  ambulance  to  Allenscroft 
Road  Nursery,  using  Hope  Street  Welfare  Centre  as  the  meeting  place 
morning  and  evening. 

Kitchen  Arrangements 

Three  central  kitchens  continued  to  cater  for  the  nurseries  with  the 
exception  of  8 nurseries  which  cooked  for  themselves.  Mid-day  dinners — 
in  specially  insulated  containers — and  rationed  commodities  required  in 
the  nurseries  for  breakfasts  and  teas  are  conveyed  by  vans  to  the  various 
nurseries.  Raw  vegetables  are  delivered  with  the  dinners  to  be  prepared 
and  cooked  on  the  next  day  in  the  nurseries.  Milk,  bread  and  salads  are 
ordered  locally  by  each  nursery.  The  Children’s  Hospital  nursery  has 
dinners  provided  by  the  Hospital. 

Bacchus  Road  Kitchen  supplies  21  nurseries  and  dinners  for  the 
Monument  Road  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre.  The  number  of 
meals  provided  weekly  are  as  follows  : — 


CHILDREN. 


Breakfasts. 

Dinners. 

Teas. 

Hot  Beverages, 

2,138 

4,240 

4,201 

9,627 

STAFF. 

Breakfasts. 

Dinners. 

Teas. 

Hot  Beverages. 

820 

1,484 

689 

6,057 

Oaktree  Lane  Kitchen  supplies  24 

nurseries. 

CHILDREN. 

Breakfasts. 

Dinners. 

Teas. 

Hot  Beverages. 

2,059 

5,204 

4,689 

10,505 

STAFF. 

Breakfasts. 

Dinners. 

Teas. 

Hot  Beverages. 

832 

1,730 

720 

6,834 
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Yardley  Green  Kitchen  supplies  21  nurseries. 

CHILDREN. 


Breakfasts. 

Dinners. 

Teas. 

Hot  Beverages. 

2,763 

4,967 

4,359 

10,213 

Breakfasts. 

STAFF. 

Dinners. 

Teas. 

Hot  Beverages. 

767 

1,581 

701 

6,197 

Totals  : 

Children. 

Staff. 

Breakfasts 

6,960 

2,419 

Dinners 

14,411 

4,795 

Teas 

13,249 

2,110 

Hot  beverages 

30,345 

19,088 

8 Nurseries  feeding  themselves  : — 

Totals. 

Children. 

Staffs. 

Breakfasts 

1,191 

527 

Dinners 

1,642 

956 

Teas 

1,522 

767 

Hot  beverages 

4,582 

3,766 

Langley  Road  Hostel 

This  hostel  was  opened  on  13th  June,  1944,  to  provide  accommodation 
for  13  students  whose  homes  are  outside  the  City.  The  hostel  has  been  of 
great  value  in  allowing  of  the  supply  of  nurses  in  an  area  where  the  nurseries 
were  short  staffed. 

Mass  Radiography 

In  March- April,  out  of  a total  staff  in  the  nurseries  of  1,335,  1,266 
submitted  themselves  for  mass  miniature  radiography. 

Training  of  Nursery  Students 

During  their  training  students  attend  48  theoretical  lectures  and  a 
course  of  8 cookery  and  10  sewing  lectures  and  demonstrations.  Students 
entered  for  examination  for  the  diploma  of  the  National  Society  of  Chil- 
dren’s Nurseries  in  1945. 


First  entrants  135 

Re-entrants  24 


159 


Complete  passes  Ill 

Passed  written  only  .....  12 

Passed  practical  only  .....  19 

Failures  17 


159 


46 


Nine  Child  Care  Reserve  students  attended  the  lectures  in  their  own 
time  and  sat  the  examination. 

In  addition,  65  students  and  7 uncertificated  assistant  nurses  are 
to  sit  for  the  last  N.S.C.N.  examination  to  be  held  in  May,  1946.  Students 
from  West  Bromwich  and  Smethwick  nurseries,  and  from  Westhill  Training 
College,  have  attended  these  lectures  by  arrangement. 

Bournville  Day  Continuation  School 

During  this  year  189  students  from  14-154  years  have  attended  the 
school  on  one  day  a week  for  continued  education  after  commencing  in  the 
nurseries  and  before  taking  lectures. 

Staffing 

Staffing  of  the  nurseries  has  been  a major  problem,  particularly  as 
the  number  of  students  has  fallen.  Since  the  release  of  married  women 
with  home  responsibilities  we  have  sustained  a serious  shortage  of  senior 
staff.  To  combat  this,  selected  certificated  assistant  nurses,  who  have 
been  acting  as  such  for  1 year  or  more  in  the  nurseries,  have  been  sent  to 
Canwell  Hall  for  6 weeks’  training  in  the  care  of  the  sick  child.  Twenty-one 
nurses  have  been  so  trained  this  year,  and  are  now  holding  the  posts  of 
deputy  matrons  in  the  nurseries.  To  supplement  the  training  of  these  at 
Canwell,  the  School  Medical  Department  kindly  arranged  for  their 
attendance  at  three  sessions  of  the  Minor  Ailments  Clinics. 

The  recruitment  of  suitable  persons  for  the  new  emergency  training 
scheme  for  teachers  has  attracted  a very  large  number  of  the  wardens 
from  the  war-time  nurseries,  thus  creating  a corresponding  serious  shortage 
in  the  nurseries.  Ten  trained  nursery  school  teachers  seconded  from  the 
Education  Department  have  been  acting  as  superintendents  of  the  wardens 
of  the  nurseries  and  have  been  responsible  for  the  supervision  of  the 
toddlers’  education.  To  replace  the  wardens,  these  superintendents  have 
chosen  members  of  the  nursery  staff  who  have  shown  particular  aptitude 
in  the  care  and  training  of  the  toddler  group  to  hold  the  position  of  acting 
warden,  and  to  be  recommended  for  approval  as  wardens  when  sufficiently 
experienced.  As  these  wardens  have  had  little  organised  training,  the  Edu- 
cation Department  have  kindly  arranged  for  them  to  attend  a nursery 
school  for  one  day  a week  for  6 weeks  to  watch  the  daily  routine  of  a 
nursery  school.  Fourteen  have  so  far  been  approved  as  wardens,  while 
13  still  hold  acting  posts. 

Whooping  Cough  Immunisation 

Owing  to  the  shortage  of  medical  staff  it  has  taken  more  than  a year 
to  complete  the  immunisation  of  children  in  the  day  nurseries,  and  this 
together  with  the  very  rapidly  changing  child  population  lessened  the 
value  of  the  experiment  from  a statistical  point  of  view,  and  indeed  made 
it  impossible  to  form  any  trustworthy  conclusion  as  to  whether  immunisa- 
tion had  reduced  the  incidence  of  the  disease  amongst  the  day  nursery 
population  of  the  City. 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation 

The  intensive  campaign  in  Birmingham  for  immunisation  of  young 
children  from  8 months  has  been  responsible  for  the  low  incidence  of 
diphtheria  in  the  nurseries.  Children  not  immunised  on  admission  to  the 
nursery  are  offered  immunisation  ; practically  100%  have  taken  advantage 
of  this  offer. 

Gifts 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  W.V.S.  at  the  Lady  Mayoress’s 
Depot  have  made  14,000  garments  for  the  war-time  nursery  children — • 
a splendid  achievement  for  which  we  would  tender  our  most  grateful 
appreciation. 

Also  a most  acceptable  gift  of  500  toys  was  made  to  the  nurseries 
at  Christmas  time,  and  was  much  appreciated. 

The  nurseries  also  received  a generous  gift  of  £67  from  the  Birmingham 
“ Mail  ” Christmas  Fund. 

Toy  Mending 

We  have  been  very  grateful  to  the  convalescent  soldiers  from  Holly- 
moor  for  the  mending  of  toys  in  the  nurseries  as  part  of  their  rehabilitation 
scheme.  The  men  seemed  to  enjoy  the  work,  and  the  nursery  matrons  were 
delighted  to  have  the  toys  mended. 

TWENTY-FOUR  HOUR  AND  RESIDENTIAL  NURSERIES 

Y.W.G.A.  Nursery 

This  nursery  provides  34  places  for  day  children  and  the  first  floor 
was  equipped  for  a sick  bay  with  20  beds  for  children  attending  the  City 
day  nurseries  who  were  in  need  of  nursing  care.  Cases  of  tonsillitis,  adenitis, 
bronchitis,  otorrhoea,  etc.,  have  all  been  treated — 30  such  children  having 
been  admitted  and  29  discharged  throughout  the  year.  The  sick  bay  has 
also  been  used  for  the  accommodation  of  children  needing  temporary 
reception  during  illness  or  otherwise  enforced  absence  of  the  mother. 
Eighty-one  of  these  children  have  been  admitted  and  76  discharged 
throughout  the  year.  Altogether  there  were  198  admissions  and  117  dis- 
charges during  1945. 

Meadway.  (30  Beds). 

In  June,  at  the  request  of  the  Education  Department,  the  Meadway 
Nursery  was  made  available  for  the  residential  accommodation  of  “ Public 
Assistance  ” children  between  2 and  5 years,  who  were  unable  to  be  accom- 
modated in  the  Erdington  Cottage  Homes  and  Shenley  Fields  owing  to 
the  heavy  demand  for  beds.  The  24-hour  nursery  and  day  nursery  children 
who  had  been  attending  Meadway  were  transferred  to  neighbouring 
nurseries.  Thirty  children  were  admitted  from  Erdington  Cottage  Homes 
on  18th  June,  1945.  Up  to  the  end  of  the  year  there  had  been  a total  of 
117  admissions  and  105  discharges. 
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Perry  Villa.  (No.  of  Beds  35). 

This  residential  nursery  was  opened  on  December  1st,  1944,  for  the 
admission  of  “ Public  Assistance  ” children  under  2 years,  admitted  mainly 
through  Birmingham  Infirmary.  There  have  been  181  admissions  and  123 
discharges  throughout  1945. 

This  nursery  trains  students  for  part  only  of  the  examination  for  the 
N.S.C.N.  Diploma — none  of  the  nurses  has  yet  completed  the  training. 

Wassell  Grove.  (No.  of  Beds  58). 

This  institution  has  received  children  of  0-5  years,  the  largest  pro- 
portion being  those  whose  mothers  are  transport  workers  or  night  workers 
who  are  not  off  duty  at  the  week-ends  ; in  addition  20  “ Public  Assistance  ” 
children,  and  5 children  from  Upwood  have  been  in  the  nursery  during 
1945. 

There  have  been  121  admissions  to  this  nursery  during  1945  and  120 
discharges. 

This  nursery  is  a training  school  for  nurses  wishing  to  take  the 
examination  for  the  N.S.C.N.  Diploma.  Of  four  nurses  who  sat  for  the 
examination  and  one  who  sat  for  the  second  time,  three  passed  the 
examination,  one  passed  in  the  theoretical  part  and  one  passed  in  hand- 
work only. 

Oaklands,  Droitwich.  (No.  of  Beds  48). 

This  residential  nursery,  like  Wassell  Grove,  receives  children  of 
mothers  who  are  working  on  difficult  shifts. 

Of  two  nurses  who  sat  for  the  May  examination  for  the  N.S.C.N. 
Diploma,  one  passed. 

Certain  adaptations  have  been  carried  out  this  year  at  the  nursery 
to  the  great  benefit  of  children  and  staff  alike,  including  an  open-air  balcony 
for  babies,  a new  playground  for  the  toddlers,  and  a new  sluice  and  laundry. 

Pype  Hayes  Hall. 

This  24-hour  nursery  provided  30  places  for  d^y  children  and  30  for 
24-hour  nursery  children.  In  order  to  cope  with  the  increasing  demand  for 
beds  for  “ Public  Assistance  ” children  under  2 years,  it  was  decided  to 
use  Pype  Hayes  Hall  for  such  cases,  and  to  reduce  the  beds  to  43.  There 
have  been  307  admissions  to  this  nursery  during  1945  and  262  discharges. 
One  nurse  passed  the  examination  for  the  N.S.C.N.  Diploma. 

Red  House,  Overbury.  (30  Beds). 

This  residential  institution  admits  children  under  the  age  of  2 years. 
The  reduction  in  the  number  to  30  children,  in  order  to  reduce  the  incidence 
of  infection,  has  proved  successful  so  far.  There  were  48  admissions  and 
47  discharges  during  1945. 

146,  Coleshill  Road 

At  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  10  children  were  admitted  to 
this  nursery  on  6th  December,  1945,  from  a residential  nursery  closed  down 
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outside  the  City.  This  necessitated  making  the  nursery  fully  residential 
for  these  children,  while  6 children  continued  in  the  24-hour  nursery  sec- 
tion and  10  in  the  day  nursery  section. 

Review  of  Policy  as  to  Nurseries 

In  December  a joint  circular  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  the 
Ministry  of  Education  came  under  close  consideration  by  the  Committee. 
The  important  changes  to  which  it  will  give  rise  will  be  dealt  with  in 
next  year’s  report. 

Residential  Schools 

There  were  5 residential  schools  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  1945. 
These  are  schools  which  take  boarders  under  9 years  of  age  which  come 
within  the  provision  of  Section  219  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936.  They 
have  all  been  inspected  regularly. 

Voluntary  Homes 

These  homes  take  children  under  9 years  of  age  (for  maintenance 
and  care)  apart  from  their  parents.  There  were  6 such  homes  on  the  register 
at  the  end  of  1945.  A Girls’  Home,  which  took  30  girls  from  5-16  years, 
was  evacuated  in  1941  to  various  homes  all  over  the  country.  The  premises 
were  opened  again  in  July,  1945,  as  a toddler  nursery  for  25  children 
aged  1-5  years  from  the  Waifs’  and  Strays’  Society. 


CARE  OF  THE  UNMARRIED  MOTHER 


During  the  year  there  was  a further  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  ^ 
dealt  with  by  this  Department  to  1,543,  compared  with  1,418  last  year. 
Of  these  cases,  1 ,023  were  unmarried  mothers  and  520  were  married  women. 
Amongst  the  1,023  cases,  817  were  first  pregnancies,  and  206  were  multiple 
cases.  The  number  of  illegitimate  children  born  to  married  women  re- 
mained high. 


Dealt  with  at  ^ 

Hope  Lodge 

Woodville 
Francis  ay 
Cleveland  House 

Lyncroft  House  

Hostel 

Homes  out  of  city  

Birmingham  Infirmary 

Returned  to  Ireland  

Left  city  before  confinement 
Born  out  of  city 

Own  home  except  for  confinement 
Own  home  entirely 


First 

Multiple 

Married 

Cases 

Cases 

Women 

76 

1 

— 

35 

— 

— 

23 

o 

— 

— 

3 

4 

17 

2 

— 

27 

15 

— 

24 

O 

8 

8 

Z 

16 

4 

5 

15 

14 

15 

459 

94 

347 

118 

64 

144  ^ 

817 

206 

520 

50 


Report  on  total  1,543  cases  at  end  of  year  : — 


61  mothers  and  babies  still  in  the  Homes  3*9% 

76  babies  have  died  and  stillbirths  4-9% 

234  babies  have  been  adopted  15-2% 

21  babies  are  in  homes  without  the  mother  1'4% 

12  babies  are  with  foster  mothers  0’8% 

41  mothers  have  married  babies’  fathers  2-7% 

99  mothers  and  babies  have  left  city  6-4% 

999  mothers  at  home  with  their  babies  64*7% 


1,543 


Home  visits  paid  re  unmarried  mothers 
Special  visits  paid  re  unmarried  mothers 
Cases  visited  in  hospitals 

Homes  inspected  re  suitable  lodgings  with  babies 

Oihce  interviews,  applications  

V D.  Oifice  interviews  

Special  visits  paid  re  V.D.  cases,  etc. 

Office  interviews,  other  than  applications 

GxyIs  ttndey  age  of  consent  : 

14  years  old  

15  years  old  

16  years  old  


1,755 

255 

999 

68 

1,323 

128 

170 

4,168 

1 

3 

12 

16 


Summary  of  the  206  multiple  cases  dealt  with  in  1945  : — 
147  had  other  children  in  their  care  (36  cases  having  more 


than  one  child)  7 14% 

26  first  child  dead  12  6% 

5 first  child  in  a home  2 4% 

22  first  child  adopted  10*7% 

6 first  child  adopted  by  grandparents  2 9% 


Of  these  206,  39  were  by  the  same  father  as  first  child,  and  131  were 
dealt  with  previously. 


Cases 

Total  Dealt  Births 


Year. 

Illegit. 

Births 

with  by 
Dept. 

Is/ 

2nd 

3rd 

Ath 

Sth 

1945 

1,841 

1,543 

1,412 

95 

28 

2 

3 

1944 

1,445 

1,418 

1,302 

79 

20 

9 

5 

1943 

1,163 

1,078 

996 

54 

15 

8 

2 

6th  1th 


2 

1 


2 

1 
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2 


The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  cases  among  married  women  : — t , 

283  Husbands  in  Forces  (5  prisoners  of  war).  H 

8 Divorced 

183  Living  apart  from  their  husbands. 

46  Widows. 

520  I' 

’ 69  cases  have  had  a further  illegitimate  child  while  their  husbands  werej; 

away.  V 

50  refused  to  let  their  husbands  know.  P 

66  of  the  520  cases  are  living  with  the  putative  father. 

The  majority  of  cases  have  told  their  husbands.  i 

There  were  32  cases  of  venereal  disease  and  they  were  dealt  with  at^| 
the  appropriate  clinics. 

I 

Lodging  Money  Grant  N' 

The  lodgings  grant  of  £20  per  month  has  been  of  greater  value  thisjl 
year,  due  to  the  further  increase  in  the  numbers  of  cases.  ^ 

The  cases  that  were  helped  were  either  not  eligible  for  the  Hornes,^- 
or  were  unsuitable. 

The  amount  spent  was  £251  17s.  3d.  A refund  of  £8  9s.  6d.  has  been 
paid,  which  makes  a net  total  of  £243  7s.  9d.  Forty-eight  cases  were  helped  ; 

5 of  these  cases  were  helped  over  a longer  period  than  usual. 

1 twin  pregnancy — unable  to  work. 

2 cases  of  ill-health  of  mother — attending  as  out-patient  at  Hospital. 

2 cases,  ill-health  of  baby.  Unable  to  go  to  the  nurseries,  but  not  in  need  of 
hospital  treatment. 

The  average  amount  spent  per  month  was  £20  5s.  8d.,  or  £5  Is.  5dT^ 
per  case.  • » 


GENERAL 

REVIEW  OF  THE  POSITION  AS  TO  ILLEGITIMACY,  1940-1944. 

The  following  table  shows  how  the  illegitimate  births  dealt  with  by 
the  Department  have  risen  during  the  past  five  years,  and  also  the  per- 
centage born  to  married  women  : 


* Number  of  Percentage  horn  to 

illegitimate  children.  married  women. 

1940  527  11% 

1941  750  17% 

1942  934  21% 

1943  1,078  24% 

1944  1,418  32% 

1945  1 543  33% 
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The  following  table  shows  what  happened  to  the  children  in  the  first 
year  after  birth  : — 

1940.  1941.  1942.  1943.  1944. 


Adopted 50  101  123  163  208 

Mothers  married  fathers  39  22  30  52  63 

Mothers  left  City  66  73  112  139  197 

Died  46  59  78  75  87 

In  residential  nursery  23^  14^  24^1  45']  30 1 

With  foster  mother  30  ^326  27  }>495  33  591  27  y649  23  )^863 

With  natural  mother  273  j 454  J 534  j 577  j 810  j 


Total  527  750  934  1,078  1,418 


Of  the  children  who  were  with  their  natural  mothers,  with  foster 
mothers,  or  in  residential  nurseries,  some  have  left  the  City  and  others, 
especially  in  the  1940  group,  have  passed  on  into  school  and  so  out  of  the 
knowledge  of  our  health  visitors.  They  are,  however,  in  touch  with  2,166 
of  the  children  in  these  three  groups. 

These  2,166  children  are  at  present  placed  as  follows  : — 


With  natural  mother  1,973  whole-time  1,587 

part-time  with  relative  ....  108 

part-time  day  nursery  278 

With  near  relative  40  whole-time  38 

part-time  day  nursery  2 

With  foster  mother  116  whole-time  112 

part-time  day  nursery  4 

In  residential  nurseries 37 


The  health  visitors  were  asked  to  state  whether  they  considered 
these  children  satisfactorily  placed,  from  the  physical,  psychological  and 
economic  point  of  view.  The  following  is  a resume  of  their  observations  : 


(а)  Physical  ; 

Satisfactorily  placed  66% 

Placing  fairly  satisfactory  14% 

Not  satisfactory  1 1 % 

Doubtful  9% 

(б)  Psychological ; 

Satisfactorily  placed  57% 

Placing  fairly  satisfactory  12% 

Not  satisfactory  17% 

Doubtful  14% 

(c)  Economic  : 

Satisfactorily  placed  65% 

Placing  fairly  satisfactory  12% 

Not  satisfactory  12% 

Doubtful  11% 
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In  only  1%  of  these  cases  was  the  child  frequently  moved  from  one 
place  to  another.  In  17%  of  the  cases,  the  father  and  mother  were  living 
together,  although  unmarried. 

INFANT  LIFE  PROTECTION  AND  FOSTER  MOTHER  SCHEME 

It  is  very  gratifying  to  notice  the  excellent  response  of  the  mothers 
to  their  financial  responsibilities  this  year.  The  health  of  the  children 
has  been  very  satisfactory,  the  death  rate  being  approximately  1%. 

The  children  becoming  5 years  or  9 years  of  age  have  remained  with 
their  foster  mothers  with  two  exceptions,  in  which  cases  they  were  able 
to  go  to  their  parents’  home. 

The  recruitment  of  new  foster  mothers  and  holding  existing  foster 
mothers  has  been  hampered  and  largely  prevented  by  two  important 
factors  : — 

(a)  The  housing  situation  (many  have  been  compelled  to  accommo- 
date their  relatives). 

(b)  Household  linen.  Existing  stocks  have  been  exhausted  and  no 
priority  has  been  allowed  for  replacements.  The  matter  has  been 
brought  up  officially  but  the  applications  for  special  consider- 


ation have  been  rejected. 

Applications  for  foster  mothers  183 

Foster  mothers  interviewed  535 

Unnotified  foster  mothers  28 

Applications  for  foster  children  54 

Visits  re  suitability  ^ 91 

Homes  registered  82 

Special  visits  re  foster  children  648 

Routine  visits  re  foster  children  212 

Office  interviews  2,550 

Foster  children  registered  110 

At  the  end  of  1945,  figures  were  as  follows  : 

Foster  mothers  on  Birmingham  scheme  28 

Foster  mothers  “non-scheme”  131 

159 

Foster  children  on  Birmingham  scheme  30 

Foster  children  “non-scheme”  143 

173 

Total  foster  children  dealt  with  during  1945, 

Scheme  75 

Non-scheme  264 

339 

Illegitimate  Scheme  68  = 20-1% 

Non-scheme  150  = 44*2% 

Legitimate  Scheme  7 = 2-1% 

Non-scheme  114  = 33-6% 
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Foster  children  on  scheme  who  attained  the  age  of  5 years 

Seven  remained  in  the  care  of  their  foster  mother. 


Foster  children  on  scheme  who  removed  : 

Returned  to  parent  7 

Adopted  by  foster  parent  14 

Removals  to  other  homes  for  adoption  3 

Became  “non-scheme”  foster  children  7 

Removed  to  Institution  3 

Died  4 

Inquest  1 


Foster  children  attaining  the  age  of  9 years 

Twelve  remained  in  the  care  of  their  foster  parents 
Two  returned  to  the  care  of  their  mothers  

Total  payments  to  foster  mothers 
Total  payments  by  parents 

Cost  to  Public  Health  Department  

Average  cost  per  child  per  week  


1 

/ 

;^1,041  16 
;^845  4 

£\m  11 
2 


14 


7t.5.,  81%. 
6 
2 


Review  of  Position  as  to  Foster  Children 

The  following  is  a review  of  the  foster  children  placed  within  the  City 
between  January,  1938  and  January,  1942,  and  includes  cases  placed 
under  the  official  foster  mother  scheme  as  well  as  non-scheme  cases  : — 
One  foster  home  only. 

Placed  as  an  emergency  arrangement  for  a period  of  less  than  three 


months  422 

One  home  for  period  of  3 months  to  1 year  375 

One  home  for  period  of  1 year  up  to  5 years  310 

One  home  for  period  of  up  to  9 years  318 

Fosterings  which  became  legal  adoptions  243 

Approximately  86%.  


1,668 


One  short  stay  followed  by  one  long  term  fostering  77 

Two  homes,  each  stay  being  over  one  year 29 

Three  homes,  each  stay  being  over  one  year  3 

Two  short  periods  65 

Three  short  periods  13 

Approximately  10%.  


187 


Unusually  difficult  mothers  or  children  ; 

One  short  stay 17 

Two  short  stays 10 

Three  short  stays  26 

Multiple  moves 26 

Approximately  4%.  

79 

Grand  Total  1,934 
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During  the  whole  period,  121  children  were  admitted  to  residential 
homes. 

Of  these,  the  mother  or  the  child,  or  both,  were  sub-normal  mentally 
in  47  cases.  Physical  defects  which  made  continued  care  by  a foster  mother 
too  onerous  for  fostering  to  be  considered  suitable — 10  cases.  Of  the  re- 
maining 64,  the  majority  were  admitted  to  the  following  and  other  homes  : 
Middlemore  Homes,  National  Children’s  Home  and  Orphanage,  Sir 
Josiah  Mason’s  Orphanage,  and  the  Blue  Coat  School.  The  original  foster 
home  has  formed  the  basic  home  to  which  the  child  has  returned  for  school 
holidays  when  required. 

There  were  31  deaths,  i.e.,  less  than  2%.  In  every  case,  except  one, 
the  City  Coroner  was  satisfied  as  to  the  cause  of  death.  The  one  exception 
was  that  of  an  unregistered  foster  mother,  the  child  dying  of  starvation 
before  the  fact  that  it  was  in  her  care  had  been  reported.  The  foster 
mother  was  prosecuted  for  failing  to  give  the  required  notice,  and  was 
placed  on  probation  for  six  months. 

There  were  six  other  cases  where  the  children  were  in  immediate 
danger  either  physically  or  morally,  and  in  each  case  the  child  was  removed 
at  once  to  a suitable  foster  home,  following  contact  with  the  mother. 

CHILDREN’S  HOME  SERVICE 

The  following  are  the  statistics  in  respect  of  the  service  : 


Homes  inspected  511 

Homes  rejected  or  withdrawn  203  i.e.  40% 

Homes  available  308 

Children  who  could  be  accommodated  315 

Notifications  received  of  children  placed  326 

Total  office  interviews  183 


The  total  amount  paid  out  during  1945  was  £8,492  10s.  Od.  The 
average  amount  per  four  weekly  period  was  approximately  £653 '3s.  Od. 
This  represents  the  care  of  816  children.  The  greater  incidence  of  work 
occurred  between  January  1st  and  July  1st,  when  the  average  four  weekly 
payment  was  £746,  representing  the  care  of  932  children.  The  average 
for  the  second  half  of  the  year  was  £560,  representing  700  children. 

During  this  year  the  proportion  of  relatives  undertaking  daily  minding 
has  increased.  The  women  have  worked  mainly  to  earn  money  so  that  they 
might  set  up  a home  of  their  own,  or  because  their  husbands  have  not 
yet  been  demobilised.  The  former  group  are  still  working  and  the  latter 
tend  to  give  up  when  their  husbands  come  home  unless  they,  too,  need  to 
set  up  a separate  home. 

The  health  of  the  children  has  been  good. 

The  general  tendency  has  been  for  the  younger  children  (under  3) 
to  be  kept  with  relatives  while  a vacancy  was  sought  at  Nurseries  and  in 
Nursery  Classes  for  the  older  children  when  such  are  available. 
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ADOPTIONS 


First  enquiries  re  adoption  533 

Applications  accepted  by  Public  Health  Dept 371 

Applications  to  Adoption  Societies  26 

Applications  in  respect  of  private  arrangements  : 

Direct  placing  Ill 

Third  party  . 22 

Foster  children  adopted  by  foster  parents  26 

Applications  refused,  referred  elsewhere,  or  cancelled  162 


Children  Placed  in  Homes  by  Public  Health  Department 


First  babies  under  six  months  75 

Illegitimate  babies  of  married  women  129 

Children  of  a second  or  subsequent  pregnancy  31 

Older  children  32 

Foster  children  adopted  by  foster  parents  26 


293 


Private  Arrangements  : 

First  babies  of  unmarried  mothers  under  6 months  , 82 

Other  children  placed  51 


133 


Total  Adoption  Orders  granted  in  the  City  . 501 

Number  known  to  Public  Health  Department  354 

[Approximately  71%). 

Total  Office  Interviews  3,364 

Total  Visits  1,454 


Attendances  at  Children’s  Court 


75 


Deaths  : 


{ 


1 Gastro  enteritis  1 
1 Pneumonia  f 


2 


The  work  of  placing  children  for  adoption  has  increased  again  this 
year,  and  the  number  of  those  applying  to  take  children  tends  to  increase 
still  further.  Many  have  asked  for  a second  child,  or  referred  their  friends 
to  the  Department.  The  friendly  relationships  between  the  adopters 
and  the  Public  Health  Staff,  has  resulted  in  continuous  contact  with  the 
adopted  children.  These  contacts  prove  that  so  far  (now  after  10  years), 
the  children  are  well  and  happy,  there  appear  to  be  few,  if  any,  psycho- 
logical difficulties,  and  the  adopting  parents  are  very  satisfied.  All  are 
asked  to  refer  any  difficulties  to  the  Department,  and  also  to  report  any 
outstanding  successes. 
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Difficulties  reported  during  the  year  : — 

(1 ) Behaviour  difficulties,  common  at  child’s  age,  but  not  understood 
by  adopting  parents  : advice  given.  After  six  months  all  was 
quite  well  again. 

(2)  One  adopting  couple  separated.  The  child  was  treated  as  a natural 
child  would  have  been,  and  is  well  and  happy  with  the  adopting 
father  and  his  family. 

(3)  One  adopting  mother  died.  The  father  re-married  and  the  step- 
mother reacted  unfavourably  to  the  child.  She  was  replaced  for 
adoption  and  is  happy. 

The  closest  co-operation  has  again  been  maintained  between  the 
Department  and  the  Court.  Those  cases  which  were  unknown  to  the 
Department  before  the  application  was  made  for  the  Adoption  Order 
proved  to  be  between  relatives  or  private  placings  between  the  parent 
and  close  friends. 

The  following  is  a survey  of  the  children  placed  for  adoption  in  the 
City  between  January,  1936,  and  January,  1945. 

Children  placed  by  the  Public  Health  Department 


(including  foster  children)  920 

Private  arrangements  and  Adoption  Societies  402 

1,322 

Adopted  under  age  of  six  months  680 

Adopted  between  ages  of  six  months  and  1 year  * 300 

Adopted  over  1 year  342 

1,322 


Children  whose  condition  is  still  known  to  Senior  Child  Protection  Visitors 
674  or  57%. 

The  Senior  Child  Protection  Visitors  make  the  following  comments 
on  these  placings  : — 

(a)  Arrangements  which  appear  quite  satisfactory  1,155  approx.  87% 


{b)  Arrangements  which  appear  fairly  satisfactory  129  ,,  10% 

(c)  Unsatisfactory  arrangements  38  ,,  3% 


These  groups  need  the  following  comment : — 

Division  (a)  are  either  still  well  known  to  the  responsible  visitor,  or, 
arrangements  having  been  satisfactory  at  the  time  the  Court  Order  was 
granted,  are  presumed  to  have  remained  so  on  the  principle  that  “ no 
news  is  good  news,”  because  each  adopter  is  asked  to  report  any  difficulties 
which  may  occur  subsequently,  and  the  health  visitors  are  also  asked  to 
report  all  unusual  developments. 
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Division  (b).  Cases  dealt  with  in  this  categor}’  are  those  in  which 
the  conditions  are  not  ideal  but  which,  in  view  of  all  the  circumstances, 
both  with  regard  to  heredity  and  environment,  could  still  be  considered 
to  have  been  arranged  “ in  the  best  interests  of  the  child.” 

Division  (c).  It  is  felt  that,  in  the  interest  either  of  the  child  or  of 
the  adopters,  it  would  have  been  better  had  the  Order  not  been  granted. 

A second  child  has  been  placed  for  adoption  in  54  cases. 

The  health  of  the  children  has  been  exceptionally  good,  in  spite  of 


the  fact  that  many  have  had  a very  poor  start  in  life. 

Deaths  occurring  during  period  of  supervision  7 

Deaths  occurring  several  years  after  adoption  order  granted 5 


12 

i.e.,  0-9% 

Two  children  placed  by  the  Department,  and  appearing  to  be  normal 
in  all  respects  at  the  time,  later  proved  to  be  mentally  defective.  Both 
children  were  admitted  to  a home  for  mentally  defective  children.  Both 
homes  were  of  a good  type,  and  a further  child  was  taken  into  each  later. 

The  opinions  of  the  health  visitors  as  a whole  were  sought  as  to  the 
success  or  otherwise  of  placing  children  for  adoption  in  their  area.  Their 
reports  relate  to  712  children.  Taking  the  cases  as  a whole,  they  consider 
that  as  far  as  the  physical  conditions  were  concerned,  in  7%  of  the  cases 
the  child  was  unsatisfactorily  placed,  and  from  the  psychological  point  of 
view  8%  were  unsatisfactorily  placed.  The  percentage  of  unsatisfactory 
placings  was  twice  as  high  in  private  placings  as  in  those  arranged  by 
the  Welfare  Authority  or  by  Adoption  Societies. 

Birth  Control  Clinics. 


(1)  Number  of  women  seeking  advice  : 

(а)  Married  women  suffering  from  gynaeco- 

logical conditions,  making  pregnancy  detri- 
mental to  health  

(б)  Married  women  suffering  from  other  forms 

of  sickness  detrimental  to  them  as  mothers 
in  that  child-bearing  is  likely  seriously  to 
endanger  life  

(c)  Other  cases  not  coming  within  the  categories 
authorised  by  the  Ministry  of  Health 

(2)  Number  of  women  advised  in  birth  control 

methods  

(3)  Number  in-which  birth  control  advice  w^as  given 

but  pregnancy  resulted  


Dudley  Road  Selly  Oak 
Hospital.  Hospital. 


38  56 


29  48 

15  4 


67  108 


8 7 
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Comments  of  Medical  Officer  in  Charge  of  Birth  Control  Clinic  at  Dudley 
Road  Hospital 

The  total  number  of  attendances  at  the  Birth  Control  Clinic  was  488, 
of  which  67  were  new  cases  accepted  for  advice. 

One-third  of  the  new  cases  were  advised,  following  severe  pregnancy 
toxaemia  or  eclampsia. 

Of  the  eight  pregnancies,  four  were  due  to  neglect  of  advice  given. 
One  of  these  patients  has  since  been  delivered,  one  is  continuing  with 
'pregnancy,  while  two  have  aborted. 

In  none  of  the  four  patients  who  had  observed  full  precautions  will 
termination  of  pregnancy  be  necessary,  and  they  are  continuing  under 
the  care  of  the  Maternity  Department. 

Notes  on  Birth  Control  Clinic  at  Selly  Oak  Hospital 

During  the  year  1945  there  were  428  attendances  at  the  Birth  Control 
Clinic  at  Selly  Oak  Hospital. 

Of  these  108  new  cases  were  accepted  for  advice  and  treatment. 
Forty-eight  of  these  patients  suffered  from  medical  conditions,  56  from 
gynaecological  or  obstetrical  conditions,  and  of  these  38  had  had  either 
eclampsia  or  toxaemia  of  pregnancy.  Four  cases  in  category  C were 
accepted.  In  two  cases  there  had  been  repeated  abortion  and  an  obstetrical 
specialist  had  advised  them  to  avoid  pregnancy  for  at  least  two  years. 
Two  women  had  lost  several  children  with  icterus  neonatorum. 

Twenty-five  women  who  attended  were  refused  as  outside  the  Clinic’s 
scope. 

Two  hundred  and  ninety  five  old  cases  were  seen,  and  of  these  seven 
are  known  to  have  become  pregnant.  Three  of  these  had  not  attended — 
one  for  over  three  years,  and  two  for  over  two  years.  One  woman  who  had 
had  toxaemia  was  investigated  and  as  the  tests  were  normal,  l)irth  control 
was  discontinued.  In  three  cases  pregnancy  occurred,  although  the  patient 
carried  out  instructions. 
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SECTION  G 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 

Water  Supply. 

No  changes  have  occurred  in  the  general  water  supply  of  the  City, 
which  has  continued  to  be  satisfactory,  both  from  the  point  of  view  of 
quality  and  quantity.  There  is  a complete  network  of  distribution  mains 
in  all  parts  of  the  City,  and  communal  standpipes  are  no  longer  in  use. 

As  the  soft  water  obtained  from  the  Elan  Valley  is  liable  to  have 
a plumbo  solvent  action,  hydrated  lime  is  added  to  the  water  at  the  Elan 
Valley  Waterworks  to  the  extent  of  0-6  parts  per  100,000.  A monthly 
estimation  of  the  plumbo  solvent  action  of  the  raw  water  has  given  an 
average  figure  of  0T9  parts  per  100,000  for  the  year.  The  closest  co-oper- 
ation has  been  maintained  with  the  Water  Department  in  all  aspects  of 
the  work  undertaken  by  this  Department. 

Routine  Sampling  of  Corporation  Water 

Routine  weekly  visits  are  paid  to  the  Waterworks  at  Frankley  and 
Whitacre,  and  fortnightly  visits  to  the  deep  wells  at  Longbridge,  Aston 
and  Shortheath.  At  each  visit  to  Frankley  and  Whitacre,  bacteriological 
samples  are  taken  from  the  raw  water  both  before  and  after  storage,  and 
from  the  treated  water  after  filtration  and  chlorination. 

Other  samples  for  bacteriological  investigation  and  chemical  analysis 
are  taken  on  a routine  basis,  and  as  occasion  demands.  In  addition,  routine 
monthly  samples  are  taken  from  the  three  levels  of  supply  in  the  City. 
One  bacteriological  sample  from  the  Elan  Valley  Aqueduct  at  Ludlow  is 
submitted  at  fortnightly  intervals. 

Throughout  the  year,  results  of  all  samples  of  treated  water  leaving 
Frankley  and  Whitacre  have,  with  one  exception,  been  entirely  satis- 
factory. The  exception  occurred  in  August,  when  a very  small  number  of 
B.coli  were  found  in  the  filtered  water  at  Frankley.  Chlorination  was 
immediately  increased  to  0*5  parts  per  million,  and  it  was  maintained  at 
this  level  for  a short  time  as  a precautionary  measure.  Subsequent  samples 
were  normal,  and  there  was  no  apparent  cause  for  this  slight  degree  of 
pollution. 

The  number  of  samples  of  Corporation  Water,  including  those  from 
Ludlow,  taken  for  examination  during  1945  was  : — 


Chemical  142 

Bacteriological 523 
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Pollution  of  Bartley  Reservoir  by  Seagulls 

In  the  last  two  annual  reports,  comment  has  been  made  concerning 
the  pollution  of  Bartley  Reservoir  by  seagulls.  No  such  pollution  has 
occurred  during  the  year  under  review. 

Gulls  were  noticed  in  the  vicinity  in  late  December,  and  the  chlorin- 
ation level  was  raised  as  a precautionary  measure,  but  the  gulls  did  not 
come  down  to  roost  on  the  Reservoir  until  towards  the  end  of  January, 
1946,  when  a relatively  small  number  caused  slight  evidence  of  pollution 
for  a short  period  only.  Explosives  were  at  once  used,  and  were  again 
immediately  successful  in  dispersing  the  gulls,  and  the  bacterial  counts 
of  subsequent  water  samples  rapidly  became  normal. 

Sampling  of  Well  Waters 

Of  the  250  wells  known  to  the  Department,  approximately  100  are 
still  used  for  drinking  purposes,  the  premises  supplied  being  mainly  private 
dwellings  and  farms. 

During  the  year  14  wells  were  inspected  and  27  samples  were  sub- 
mitted either  for  bacteriological  or  chemical  examination.  Ten  of  these 
wells  supplied  private  dwellings,  two  supplied  farms  and  two  factories. 

Routine  examinations  were  carried  out  of  the  well  water  supply 
to  three  institutions  situated  outside  the  City  but  under  the  control  of 
the  Public  Health  Committee,  and  60  bacteriological  and  20  chemical 
samples  were  taken  for  this  purpose.  The  number  of  such  samples  is 
larger  than  usual,  due  to  the  fact  that  at  one  period  the  supply  to  Wassell 
Grove  was  found  to  be  not  entirely  satisfactory.  A series  of  samples  at 
various  points  were  taken,  with  the  result  that  the  slight  pollution  detected 
was  eventually  traced  to  a defective  pipe  line,  the  repair  of  which  remedied 
the  trouble. 

Sanitary  Inspection 

There  were  88,569  visits  made  during  the  year  by  the  still  depleted 
staff  of  sanitary  inspectors,  despite  the  many  calls,  national  and  local, 
made  on  their  services  in  other  capacities. 

Of  this  total,  51,296  house  inspections  were  made  for  various  reasons, 
and  investigations  of  infectious  diseases  and  miscellaneous  complaints 
caused  11,512  visits. 

The  summonses  taken  out  during  the  year  were  as  follows  : 


General  nuisances  92 

Extortionate  rent  .....  9 

Miscellaneous  1 1 

Total  112 


Magistrates’  order  was  obtained  in  28  instances. 
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Offensive  Trades 

There  was  no  cause  to  take  special  action  in  respect  of  premises 
registered  for  the  carrying  on  of  offensive  trades  during  the  year. 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  thirteen  registered  common 
lodging  houses  in  the  City,  affording  accommodation  for  744  males  and 
46  females.  These  premises  have  continued  under  regular  supervision 


during  the  year. 

Number  of  houses  on  register  (for  males  only)  12 

Number  of  houses  on  register  (for  females  only)  1 

Number  of  lodgers  allowed  790 

Number  of  visits  1,316 


Houses  Let  in  Lodgings 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  368  houses  let  in  lodgings  on  the 
register,  containing  2,443  rooms.  They  were  let  as  follows  : 


Number  of  lets  of  single  rooms  925 

Number  of  lets  of  two  or  more  rooms  together  597 

Certified  accommodation  (persons)  4,918 


The  visits  and  re-visits  paid  during  the  year  numbered  177. 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 

Few  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  concerning  tents, 
vans  and  sheds,  and  these  have  mostly  been  dealt  with  by  the  City 
Surveyor  under  the  Birmingham  Corporation  (General  Powers)  Act, 
1929. 

Canal  Boats 

The  number  of  boats  inspected  on  the  canals  within  the  City  area 
was  1,320. 

These  boats  were  registered  for  the  accommodation  of  3,898  persons, 
and  when  inspected  were  found  to  be  carrying  persons  represented  in 
terms  of  adults  to  the  number  of  2,383. 

Of  the  1,320  boats  inspected  during  the  year  it  was  found  that  1,201, 
or  90-99  per  cent,  were  in  good  condition  and  conforming  with  the  Act 
and  Regulations,  while  in  119,  or  9-01  per  cent,  of  the  total,  various 
contraventions  were  found. 

Complaint  notes  were  duly  served  on  the  owners  in  all  cases.  There 
were  103  contraventions  outstanding  at  the  end  of  1944,  and  a further 
212  were  found  during  1945.  Of  these,  257  were  remedied  during  the 
year,  leaving  58  still  outstanding  at  the  end  of  December. 

It  has  not  been  necessary  during  the  year  to  take  any  Court 
proceedings  under  the  Act  or  Regulations. 

The  number  of  canal  boats  on  the  Birmingham  register  at  the  end 
of  1945  was  605. 
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Factories  Act,  1937 

The  number  of  visits  paid  to  factories  with  mechanical  and  non- 
mechanical power  was  1,842.  This  number  includes  visits  under  Section  9 
of  the  Act  and  advisory  visits  with  H.M.  Factories  Inspectors,  also  routine 
visits  and  re-inspections  in  regard  to  work  in  progress.  The  arrangement 
with  the  City  Surveyor’s  Department  whereby  deposited  plans  of  new 
sanitary  accommodation  in  factories  are  inspected  has  proved  beneficial 
and  several  infringements  of  the  Act  have  been  remedied  at  an  early 
stage. 


The  survey  of  premises  coming  within  the  scope  of  the  Factories 
Act,  1937,  continues.  Premises  registered  are  classified  as  follows  : — 


Factories  with  mechanical  power 
Factories  without  mechanical  power 


4,316 

1,036 


Rodent  Control 

The  work  has  continued  energetically  along  the  lines  laid  down 
in  1944. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  a staff  re-organisation  scheme  was  carried 
out,  the  effect  of  which  was  that  in  addition  to  the  two  rodent  officers, 
there  are  now  three  senior  rodent  operatives  and  fifteen  rodent  operatives 
engaged  in  the  work.  The  three  senior  rodent  operatives  are  each,  under 
the  general  direction  of  the  rodent  officers,  in  charge  of  the  three  main 
divisions  of  rodent  control  work,  namely,  (1)  investigation  of  complaints  ; 
(2)  treatment  of  major  problems,  e.g.,  refuse  destructors  ; and  (3)  sewer 
work.  The  fifteen  rodent  operatives  are  distributed  between  the  three 
main  divisions,  but  are  regarded  as  interchangeable  according  as  the  needs 
require. 

The  Regional  Planning  and  Advisory  Committee  has  continued  to  be 
a valuable  co-ordinating  factor  in  the  rodent  control  work  of  the  Midland 
Local  Authorities,  and  the  senior  rodent  officer  has  attended  this  Com- 
mittee. In  addition,  an  assistant  medical  officer  and  the  senior  rodent  officer 
have  continued  to  attend  meetings  of  the  Central  Sewer  Committee  of  the 
Ministry  of  Food. 

Complaints 

Complaints  received  during  the  year  were  2,136 — a diminution  of 
1,544  compared  with  the  previous  year.  Zinc  phosphide  poison  in  a bait 
of  sausage  rusk  has  continued  to  be  the  treatment  of  choice,  and  has 
proved  very  effective. 

Treatment  of  premises  has  been  undertaken  on  request  by  the  staff 
of  the  Department,  and  a new  system  of  charging,  involving  a fixed  charge 
for  the  smaller  type  of  premises  has  been  introduced.  From  several  points 
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of  view  this  has  been  more  satisfactory  than  the  former  method  of  making 
a charge  based  on  time  and  materials,  plus  15%,  which,  however,  must 
still  remain  the  basis  for  the  larger  premises. 

Destructors 

With  the  continued  co-operation  of  the  Salvage  Department,  regular 
treatments  have  been  carried  out  at  all  five  destructors,  and  the  rat  popu- 
lations have  been  very  considerably  reduced  as  a result.  Owing  to  the 
cover  provided,  and  the  food  supply  available,  it  is  practically  impossible 
to  clear  this  type  of  premises  entirely  of  rats,  but  by  keeping  the  population 
down  to  a minimum,  migration  to  surrounding  property  becomes  unlikely. 

Sewers 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  the  first  and  second  treatments  of  the 
original  programme  to  cover  all  the  central  areas  of  the  City  were  com- 
pleted. Maintenance  treatment  carried  out  six  months  after  the  second 
treatment  has  continued  according  to  schedule.  The  results  obtained 
from  maintenance  treatment  have  generally  shown  fewer  rats  present 
than  at  the  time  of  the  original  treatment. 

The  sewers  in  several  of  the  outlying  estate  districts  have  been 
test  baited,  with  results  which  showed  that  the  new  sewers  were  free  from 
rats,  whereas  the  older  type  of  sewer  in  these  areas  had  only  a light  infesta- 
tion. 


An  indication  that  the  sewer  campaign  was  achieving  some  success 
was  given  by  a comparison  of  the  number  of  above-ground  complaints 
received  from  two  similar  areas  of  the  City,  one  of  which  had  already  had 
the  sewers  treated,  the  other  awaiting  treatment.  The  complaints  received 
from  both  areas  were  almost  identical  in  numbers  until  shortly  after  the 
treatment  of  the  sewers  in  the  one  area,  when  the  number  of  complaints 
received  from  this  area  fell  well  below  those  received  from  the  untreated 
area. 

A summary  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the  year  is  as  follows  : — 

1st  and  2nd  treatments 
Maintenance  treatment 
Test  baited 


Materials  used  : 

Sausage  rusk  32  cwt. 

Bread  crumbs  70  cwt. 

Zinc  phosphide  176  lbs. 

Barium  carbonate  3 cwt. 


9,377  manholes  baited 
5.315  „ 

1,926  „ 


65 


Supervision  of  Shops 

The  work  dealing  with  shops  legislation  has  been  carried  out  through- 
out the  year  by  two  inspectors,  instead  of  the  customary  four,  and  has 
proceeded  along  routine  lines. 

Defence  Regulation  60  AB,  modifying  the  Shops  (Hours  of  Closing) 
Act,  1928,  was  again  in  operation  from  the  beginning  of  the  year  until 
March  3rd,  and  was  re-imposed  from  November  4th  until  the  end  of  the 
year. 

The  Shops  (Winter  Closing),  (Birmingham)  Order,  made  by  the 
Regional  Commissioner,  was  in  force  until  January  20th,  but  later  in  the 
year  Defence  Regulation  60  AC,  under  which  this  Order  had  been  issued, 
was  annulled. 

Retail  traders  have,  of  necessity,  had  to  employ  a larger  proportion 
of  juvenile  labour,  and  this  has  given  rise  to  some  difficulty  in  relation 
to  hours  of  employment,  but  the  situation  has  been  eased  by  the  continu- 
ation of  the  earlier  closing  hours,  and  actual  complaints  in  this  respect 
have  been  few. 

Contraventions  of  the  Shops  Acts  and  Regulations  have  been  few, 
and  the  work  of  inspection  during  the  year  can  be  summarised  as  follows  : — 


Number  of  visits  paid. 

General  inspection  visits  3,746 

General  inspection  re-visits  1,094 

Special  Visits  regarding  : 

Sunday  Trading  Restriction  Act,  1936  424 

Night  closing  of  shops  (1928  Act  and  Young  Persons  Employment 

Act,  1938) 343 

Half-day  closing  of  shops  (1912  Act)  307 

Appointments  (various  Acts) 160 

Number  of  streets  patrolled  by  day  (1912  Act)  695 

Number  of  streets  patrolled  by  night  (1928  Act  and  Defence 

Regulation,  60  AB)  544 

Sunday  patrol  (Sunday  Trading  Restriction  Act,  1936)  117 


SUMMARY  OF  OFFENCES  REPORTED. 


Failure  to  exhibit  statutory  forms  and  notices  1,192 

Contraventions  of  closing  hours  162 

Other  ohences  79 

Total  1,433 

Warning  letters  sent  28 
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Smoke  Abatement 

The  popular  conception  that  the  smoke  pall  is  primarily,  if  not  entirely, 
due  to  the  industrial  chimney,  dies  hard,  while  the  domestic  smoke  nuisance 
is  accentuated  by  the  shortage  of  smokeless  fuels  and  the  inadequacy  of 
the  old  type  of  fire  grate. 

In  regard  to  industrial  smoke,  observations  show  that  chimneys 
serving  small  vertical  and  economic  types  of  boiler  plant  are  the  most 
persistent  offenders  in  regard  to  the  emission  of  black  smoke.  This  is 
especially  so  when  such  boilers  are  hand-fired.  In  most  cases  the  fuel 
allocated  has  been  inferior  to  that  recommended  for  such  boilers  up  to 
1939,  and  this  factor  has  been  further  aggravated  by  the  frequent  over- 
loading on  plant,  and  the  fact  that  such  plant  is  often  worn  out  and  overdue 
for  replacement.  The  firing  again  is  in  many  cases  in  the  hands  of  men 
who  are  only  partly  skilled  in  the  stoker’s  art,  or  of  men  who  have  also 
other  duties  to  perform,  and  cannot  therefore  devote  adequate  time  and 
care  to  their  boiler  plant. 

Applications  to  the  Midland  Regional  Branch  of  the  Ministry  of 
Fuel  and  Power  have  on  occasion  led  to  some  improvement  in  the  quality 
of  fuel  allocated.  Improvement  has  otherwise  been  the  result  of  practical 
advice  and  demonstration  in  various  methods  of  firing,  given  to  the  boiler 
operatives  concerned.  In  connection  with  the  training  of  these  men,  there 
would  appear  to  be  a widespread  need  for  instruction,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
short  comprehensive  practical  courses  combining  lecture  and  demonstration 
may  be  recommenced  in  the  near  future. 

Fumes 

By  close  co-operation  with  the  Chief  Inspector  of  Alkali,  etc..  Works, 
an  escape  of  fumes  from  a calcium  bi-sulphite  plant  was  traced  to  a leaking 
joint  and  defective  brickwork,  which  allowed  the  fumes  to  permeate 
through  and  so  affect  the  occupants  in  adjoining  premises.  Similar  co- 
operation was  also  obtained  in  relation  to , fumes  from  a dry-cleaning 
process  (Tri-chlor-ethylene).  This  was  due  to  a defective  elbow  piece 
on  the  exhaust  pipe.  Other  complaints  investigated  included  cellulose 
paint-spraying  and  aluminium-swarf  drying. 

Noise 

Under  the  Birmingham  Corporation  Act,  1935,  Section  58,  limited 
powers  are  available  in  relation  to  noise  abatement. 

Amongst  the  matters  dealt  with  under  this  Section  have  been  com- 
plaints from  tenants  of  houses  affected  by  noise  caused  through  the 
working  of  hand  presses,  extractor  fans,  air  compressors,  grinding  stones 
and  stamping  machinery. 

This  inspectorial  work  is  mainly  of  an  advisory  character,  each  case 
having  to  be  considered  individually,  but,  by  discussion  and  co-operation 
with  the  various  managements  concerned,  remedial  measures  have  been 
adopted  reducing  to  a considerable  extent  the  nature  of  the  complaints. 
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Swimming  Baths 

Close  supervision  of  the  following  baths  has  been  continued  : — 


Corporation  swimming  baths  21 

Education  Department  Institutions  4 

Private  open-air  baths  1 

Orphanage  and  School  1 


27 

With  regard  to  the  Corporation  baths,  192  chemical  samples  and  192 
bacteriological  samples  were  taken  during  the  year,  and  the  results  were 
generally  very  satisfactory.  In  12  instances  the  bacterial  count  was  rather 
higher  than  usual,  and  in  one  case  the  presence  of  B.coli  was  detected  in 
small  amount.  These  adverse  results  were  in  each  case  associated  with  a 
deficiency  of  the  chlorine  content  of  the  water.  The  standard  of  0*2  to  0*5 
parts  per  million  had,  however,  been  attained  in  the  great  majority  of  the 
chemical  samples  examined. 

Corporation  baths  have  now  reverted  to  the  more  satisfactory  method 
of  chlorination  by  means  of  chlorine  gas,  added  continuously  in  carefully 
regulated  doses,  instead  of  the  war-time  expedient  of  chlorination  by  hand, 
using  liquid  chlorine  solution. 

In  accordance  with  the  Bye-laws  issued  under  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936,  Section  233,  the  local  authority  continues  to  supervise  private 
baths.  Only  one  such  bath  was  in  use  during  the  summer  months  of  1945. 

Samples  from  five  baths  in  institutions  (four  educational  and  one 
industrial),  were  taken  monthly  throughout  the  season,  and  of  the  31 
bacteriological  samples,  5 gave  high  counts,  2 showed  the  presence  of 
B.coli  and  one  the  presence  of  B.lactis  aerogenes.  All  these  adverse  results 
were  associated  with  inadequate  chlorination,  and  of  the  31  chemical 
samples,  13  gave  results  below  the  minimum  figure  of  0-2  parts  per  million 
chlorine.  Such  results  demonstrate  the  difficulty  of  attaining  a satisfactory 
chlorination  level  when  using  liquid  chlorine,  and  when  the  load  of  bathers 
is  both  intermittent  and  variable. 

Louse  Infestation 

There  is  no  means  of  assessing  the  incidence  of  either  head  or  body 
lice  infestations,  but  the  numbers  of  cases  treated  at  Bacchus  Road 
Cleansing  Station  and  Bromford  Head  Clinic,  are  set  out  in  the  following 
table  : — 

Males.  Females. 

Head  Lice.  Body  Lice.  Head  Lice.  Body  Lice. 


1941  0 124  65  22 

1942  0 347  83  21 

1943  6 390  231  50 

1944  3 468  182  54 

1945  2 622  133  47 
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The  striking  feature  of  these  figures  is  the  persistent  yearly  increase 
of  attendances  for  body  louse  infestations  in  men.  The  number  of  such 
infestations  among  women  and  children  has  also  increased  over  the  last 
five  years,  but  seems  to  have  become  stabilised  at  a figure  about  double 
that  for  1941,  whereas  in  the  case  of  males  the  numbers  are  still  increasing, 
and  in  1945  there  were  more  than  five  times  the  number  of  cases  dealt 
with  in  1941. 

That  this,  however,  is  not  by  any  means  necessarily  a true  picture 
of  the  prevalence  throughout  the  population  at  large  is  suggested  by  an 
analysis  of  the  622  male  cases.  It  appears  that  the  great  majority  were 
from  common  lodging  houses  ; in  fact  no  less  than  521  (84%)  cases  came 
from  six  of  the  fifteen  common  lodging  houses  in  the  City.  Most  of  these 
men  are  Irish  labourers,  brought  into  the  City,  and  found  to  be  infested 
on  or  shortly  after  arrival.  A number  of  re-infestations  have  also  occurred, 
and  steps  are  being  taken  to  explore  the  possibility  of  the  use  of  D.D.T. 
in  the  prevention  of  spread  within  the  common  lodging  houses. 

There  have  been  no  changes  in  the  facilities  or  methods  of  treatment, 
which  were  fully  outlined  in  the  report  for  1943.  Lauryl  thiocyanate  5%, 
which  was  introduced  in  September,  1944,  for  the  treatment  of  crab  lice, 
has  continued  to  give  very  satisfactory  results. 

Scabies 

The  arrangements  for  ascertainment  and  treatment,  outlined  in 
previous  reports,  have  continued  without  any  substantial  alteration. 
The  waning  of  the  scabies  epidemic  noted  last  year  has  continued,  and  the 
total  annual  number  of  treatments  given  at  Scabies  Centres  has  dropped 
from  24,265  to  16,562,  but  even  so  the  latter  figure  gives  an  average  of 
318  attendances  per  week,  and  does  not  encourage  complacency. 

The  curve  of  the  weekly  case  incidence  followed  the  pattern  of  previous 
years,  the  maximum  number  of  cases  again  occurring  in  January  and 
February,  with  a rate  of  between  400  and  500  per  week.  There  was  then  a 
progressive  decline  until  August,  when  the  rate  was  only  200  to  300  per 
week.  There  followed  in  September  the  same  sharp  rise  noticed  in  this 
month  last  year,  and  this  was  followed  by  a slow  fall  until  the  end  of  the 
year.  The  cause  of  this  yearly  rise  in  September  is  not  fully  apparent. 
Last  year  it  followed  a publicity  campaign,  and  was  thought  at  the  time 
to  be  the  result  of  this,  but  no  such  campaign  took  place  this  year,  and 
yet  the  rise  in  the  number  of  cases  is  just  as  obvious. 

All  contacts  have  been  energetically  followed  up  with  the  object  of 
obtaining  simultaneous  treatment  of  all  members  of  the  family  wherever 
possible.  In  this  respect  the  Scabies  Order,  1941,  has  been  of  value  in 
lending  authority  to  the  demand  that  contacts  should  be  medically 
examined  or  treated,  but  in  the  event  of  prosecution  the  procedure  is 
very  cumbersome,  and  the  results  not  very  satisfactory. 
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One  case  only  was  taken  to  court  during  the  year.  This  was  a youth 
of  16,  who  was  a bed  contact  of  other  members  of  a family,  several  of  whom 
had  evidence  of  long  standing  scabies.  The  case  was  adjourned  for  a week 
to  enable  the  patient  to  obtain  treatment,  but  this  he  failed  to  do.  On 
further  hearing  the  case  was  again  adjourned,  and  this  time  the  youth 
presented  himself  and  was  satisfactorily  treated. 

TREATMENT  OF  SCABIES 

Patients  and  Contacts  Treated. 


Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Total. 

Bacchus  Road  

989 

1,114 

948 

3,051 

Sheep  Street 

— 

1,565 

1,143 

2,708 

Floodgate  Street 

1,313 

— 

68 

1,381 

Church  Road 

677 

967 

1,121 

2,765 

Little  Bromwich 

— 

502 

429 

931 

Witton  

455 

857 

897 

2,209 

Chequers  Walk 

— 

818 

762 

1,580 

Stirchley 

170 

313 

476 

959 

Bromford 

248 

434 

296 

978 

Total  (1945) 

3,852 

6,570 

6,140 

16,562 

Total  (1944) 

5,519 

9,588 

9,158 

24,265 

Total  (1943) 

6,103 

10,582 

10,715 

27,400 

Total  (1942) 

3,948 

6,625 

6,545 

17,118 

Disinfection 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  work  done  during  1945  : 


Houses  disinfected  after  scarlet  fever  4 

Houses  disinfected  after  diphtheria  990 

Houses  disinfected  after  enteric  fever  10 

Houses  disinfected  after  tuberculosis  1,510 

Houses  disinfected  after  cancer  (on  request)  117 

Houses  disinfected  after  miscellaneous  diseases  (on  request)  2,460 

Beds  disinfected  982 

Miscellaneous  articles  of  clothing  and  bedding  disinfected  13,773 

Library  books  disinfected  1,317 

Public  conveyances  disinfected  8 
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SECTION  D 
HOUSING 

The  cessation  of  hostilities  has  opened  once  more  the  prospect  of 
better  housing  conditions.  The  City  Council  has,  during  the  year,  taken 
action  under  the  Town  and  Country  Planning  Act,  1944  likely  in  course 
of  time  to  lead  to  such  improvement  in  housing  conditions  in  the  City, 
that  mortality  and  morbidity  rates  will  be  reduced,  and  housing  and  social 
amenities  improved  over  a large  and  important  part  of  the  City,  where 
housing  conditions  are  at  present  in  urgent  need  of  attention.  Unfortun- 
ately it  is  obvious  that  the  nation  cannot  turn  from  war  to  peace  in  a 
short  time,  even  with  the  greatest  possible  effort.  Before  overcrowding 
can  be  abated  and  the  demolition  of  unfit  houses  effected,  an  ample  supply 
of  new  dwellings  will  have  to  be  provided.  Steps  have  been  taken  to 
facilitate  the  acquisition  of  sites  for  new  houses,  but  materials  and  labour 
cannot  be  made  available  in  quantities  likely  to  have  an  appreciable 
effect,  other  than  as  part  of  the  national  turnover  from  war  to  peace. 
At  the  time  of  writing  this  report  the  nation  has  considerable  military 
commitments  and  these  will  necessitate  the  retention  of  labour  and 
factories  that  would  otherwise  be  employed  on  the  production  of  building 
materials,  appliances,  furnishings  and  even  of  dwelling  houses. 

The  housing  position  in  Birmingham  on  the  outbreak  of  war  was  not 
satisfactory.  There  still  remained  many  slum  areas  to  be  dealt  with  ; 
overcrowding  was  still  with  us,  and  the  waiting  list  of  would-be  tenants 
of  Corporation  houses  was  substantial. 

During  the  war  the  position  worsened.  The  damage  due  to  direct 
enemy  action  is  only  too  apparent.  Of  equal  or  even  greater  importance 
has  been  the  gradual  deterioration  in  the  state  of  property  in  general, 
and  of  dwelling  houses  in  particular,  this  deterioration  having  accelerated 
as  the  months  of  war  passed.  In  the  earlier  part  of  the  war,  paint  assumed 
a faded  appearance,  but  as  time  went  on  the  perishing  of  paint,  and  the 
failure  to  deal  with  small  but  essential  repairs,  made  houses  exceedingly 
vulnerable  to  weather,  so  that  what  now  has  to  be  done  will  have  to  cover 
not  only  routine  repair  and  decoration,  but  secondary  defects,  some  of 
which  are  of  a serious  and  extensive  nature.  Woodwork,  unprotected  by 
paint,  and  the  unprotected  and  constantly  damp  timber  remaining  in 
bombed  houses  or  on  semi-cleared  sites,  forms  a veritable  culture  bed  for 
the  dry  rot  fungus. 

Between  V.E.  Day  and  the  end  of  the  year,  owners,  however  willing, 
found  themselves  unable  to  proceed  with  repairs  on  any  substantial  scale. 
Labour  has  not  been  available.  Prices  have  remained  high.  Materials 
for  repairs  have  been  in  short  supply  or  unobtainable.  Controls,  however 
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well  applied,  have  deterred  owners  who  in  normal  times  would  have  called 
builders  to  deal  with  defects  as  they  were  found,  working  only  to  a financial 
limit. 

Where  Abatement  Notices  are  served  by  this  department  upon  owners 
the  necessary  permits  and  licences  almost  automatically  follow.  Where, 
however,  owners  are  prepared  to  execute  repairs  without  prior  pressure 
by  the  local  authority  they  find  that  before  commencing  work  estimates 
of  expenditure,  not  only  financial  but  of  materials,  have  to  be  prepared 
and  submitted  before  approval  to  commence  work  is  given.  The  hampering 
effect  of  this  is  obvious.  Houses  which  are  unfit  for  human  habitation  fall 
in  a special  class,  and  are  dealt  with  in  a subsequent  paragraph,  although 
they  share  with  the  standard  dwelling  the  need  for  repair  from  time  to 
time.  The  ordinary  dwellinghouses  are  frequently  owned  by  small  investors, 
who  look  to  the  possession  of  property  to  provide  a fixed  yield  on  invested 
money.  On  pre-war  standards  this  fixed  yield  would  allow  a margin, 
which,  if  expended  on  repairs,  would  maintain  a property  satisfactorily. 
The  position  now  is  vastly  different,  and  the  m.argin  previously  available 
has  diminished  or  disappeared  and  monies  for  repair  can  only  be  made 
available  at  the  expense  of  the  previous  fixed  yield. 

It  is  essential  that  in  any  plans  made  the  needs  of  tenants  in  this 
direction  shall  receive  attention  and  owners  and  agents  be  enabled  to 
execute  repairs  and  thus  to  maintain  houses  in  a satisfactory  condition. 
With  the  return  of  trained  staff  now  being  released  from  the  Services, 
it  will  be  possible  to  increase  the  extent  of  routine  inspection,  and  by  this 
means  to  ensure  an  even  and  steady  flow  of  repair  work  which  it  is  hoped 
will  increase  in  quantity  as  the  building  trade  settles  down  to  normal. 

During  the  war  period  the  organisation  of  First  Aid  Posts,  Gas 
Cleansing  Stations  and  Decontamination  Laundries  has  been  carried 
out  by  the  Housing  Staff.  The  Chief  Housing  Inspector  (Mr.  Lamb), 
was  released  from  Army  Service  in  August  and  has  taken  over  the  housing 
administration,  leaving  his  deputy,  Mr.  Pardoe,  who  has  dealt  with  Civil 
Defence  functions  of  a Public  Health  nature  during  most  of  the  war  period, 
free  to  cope  with  the  very  considerable  task  of  restoring  schools,  baths 
and  other  buildings  to  their  normal  state  as  quickly  as  shortage  of  labour, 
materials  and  Government  sanctions  will  permit.  Full  reports  of  progress 
in  this  direction  have  been  made  to  the  Civil  Defence  Committee  from 
time  to  time,  and  at  the  end  of  1945  substantial  progress  had  been  made. 

Another  important  war-time  duty  performed  by  the  Department 
arose  out  of  war  damage  and  the  various  Acts  governing  subsequent 
action  in  respect  of  war  damaged  houses.  The  closest  possible  touch  was 
maintained  with  the  War  Damage  Commission,  and  this  has  resulted  in 
effective  action  in  respect  of  those  properties  which  were  war  damaged 
and  which  were  also  subject  to  action  by  the  Corporation  under  the  Public 
Health  or  Housing  Acts,  either  at  the  time  of  damage  or  at  a later  stage. 
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By  this  means  it  was  found  that  action  by  both  authorities  could  be  so 
related  as  to  obtain  fairer  action  and  the  most  satisfactor}^  result  possible 
under  the  extremely  difficult  conditions  which  have  existed  from  time  to 
time.  This  work  of  liaison  will  necessarily  continue  for  a considerable 
period,  as  many  houses  regarded  by  the  War  Damage  Commissioners  as  a 
“ total  loss  ” remain  in  occupation  by  tenants  who  are  entitled  to  the 
highest  standard  of  housing  accommodation  compatible  with  the  circum- 
stances. War  damage  has  also  made  necessary  constant  close  liaison  with 
the  Rates,  Estates  and  Public  Works  Departments  in  their  respective 
functions,  and  I would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  acknowledging 
the  helpful  co-operation  of  those  departments. 

Housing  Act,  1936 

At  the  outbreak  of  war  a slum  clearance  programme,  governed  by 
the  Housing  Acts,  was  being  actively  pursued.  At  that  time  the  clearance 
of  27,500  houses  was  envisaged,  and  an  organisation  had  been  set  up 
within  the  Department,  and  action  initiated  in  respect  of  well  over  10,000 
houses.  By  Circular  1866,  dated  8th  September,  1939,  the  Minister  of 
Health  directed  that,  save  in  special  circumstances,  normal  action  which 
would  lead  to  the  demolition  of  houses  should  be  abandoned  for  the  time 
being. 

This  postponement  had  important  effects  on  housing  conditions. 
Prior  to  the  outbreak  of  war  many  areas  had  been  represented  as  clearance 
areas  with  a view  to  approval  by  the  local  authority  and  to  the  making  of 
clearance  or  housing  compulsory  purchase  orders.  The  following  figures 
show  the  position  at  that  time  in  detail  : — 


.-Irea  Action  ; 

^ Clearance  Areas  represented  but  not  approved  by  City  Council  464  houses 

Clearance  Areas  represented  and  approved  by  City  Council — 

no  Orders  made  2,336 

Clearance  Orders  made  by  Council,  but  not  dealt  with  by 

public  local  Housing  Inquiry  44 

Compulsory  Purchase  Orders  made  by  City  Council  but  not 

dealt  with  by  public  local  Housing  Inquiry  1,515  ,, 

Clearance  Orders  dealt  with  by  Public  Inquiry,  but  Orders 

not  operative  308  ,, 

Compulsory  Purchase  Orders  dealt  with  by  Public  Inquiry 

but  not  operative  386  ,, 

Clearance  Orders  operative  but  not  fully  executed,  leaving 

occupied  822  ,, 

Compulsory  Purchase  Orders  operative  but  not  fully  executed, 

leaving  occupied  1,066 

Individual  Action  : 

Demolition  or  Closing  Orders  made  but  not  complied  with  162  ,, 
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All  the  stages  above-mentioned  were  within  the  knowledge  of  the 
owners  of  the  properties  affected,  who  regarded  the  houses  as  “condemned” 
and  therefore  without  any  value  in  excess  of  the  site  value,  and  it  was 
felt  by  the  owners  that  any  monies  expended  in  repair  and  maintenance 
would  be  a dead  loss,  as  such  expenditure  would  not  enhance  the  site 
value.  In  those  cases  where  the  tenants  remained  in  occupation  it  was, 
and  is  still,  a matter  of  extreme  difficulty  to  secure  the  execution  of  even 
the  simplest  works  of  repair  and  maintenance.  The  houses  affected  were 
represented  in  1938  and  1939  and  at  that  time  were  regarded  as  unfit  for 
human  habitation  and  worthless  as  houses.  The  deterioration  of  war  years 
worsened  the  conditions  and  from  time  to  time  it  has  been  my  duty  to 
report  to  the  Estates  Committee  with  a view  to  such  action  being  taken 
as  would  meet  the  special  circumstances.  Extensive  repairs  at  the  expense 
of  the  owners  was  not  practicable.  Acquisition  by  the  Corporation  could 
be  effected  in  those  cases  where  compulsory  purchase  orders  were  operative. 
In  December,  1945,  the  City  Council  considered  the  report  of  the  Public 
Works  Committee  relating  to  re-development  and  when  the  recommenda- 
tions contained  in  that  report  have  been  carried  into  effect  the  Corporation 
will,  under  the  Town  and  Country  Planning  Act,  1944,  become  the  owners 
of  all  the  houses  in  the  areas  covered  by  these  outstanding  Compulsory 
Purchase  Orders  made  under  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  with  the  exception 
of  seven  such  areas  small  in  size  which  are  receiving  active  consideration. 
The  position  regarding  any  other  houses  lying  outside  the  re-development 
areas  and  effected  by  any  representation  already  made  is  receiving  the 
attention  of  the  Estates  Committee  and  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and 
it  is  hoped  that  means  may  be  found  whereby  the  most  urgent  conditions 
can  be  dealt  with  rapidly.  Individual  condemnation,  not  prohibited  by 
Ministry  of  Health  Circular  1866,  has  had  to  be  resorted  to  only  (to  quote 
the  instruction  of  the  City  Council),  (a)  in  those  cases  in  which  the  condi- 
tion of  the  dwellings  is  liable  to  cause  positive  harm  to  the  health  of  the 
inmates,  and  (b)  in  cases  in  which  the  condition  is  incapable  of  being 
remedied.  The  numbers  so  dealt  with  under  Sections  11  and  12  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936,  are  as  follows  : — 


September,  1939,  to  December,  1944  316  houses 

During  1945  13  „ 


Because  of  the  parlous  state  of  housing,  in  1944  the  Standing  Joint 
Housing  Conference  advised  that  houses  fit  for  occupation  in  the  grave 
emergency  only,  or  capable  of  being  made  fit  to  that  low  standard,  be 
re-occupied,  despite  the  fact  that  they  had  been  vacated  in  consequence 
of  action  taken  because  they  were  unfit  for  human  habitation  or  because 
they  had  been  included  as  “ grey  ” lands  adjoining  a Clearance  Area 
dealt  with  by  Compulsory  Purchase.  Re-occupation  after  the  execution 
of  works  on  a limited  scale  took  place  in  the  following  cases  under  Ministry 
of  Health  Circulars  2845  and  2871  : — 

Up  to  December,  1944  49  houses 

During  1945  18  „ 
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Further,  Defence  Regulation  68AA  authorised  the  issue  of  licences 
to  enable  houses  on  which  Demolition  or  Clearance  Orders  were  in  opera- 
tion to  be  used  for  human  habitation  despite  the  prohibition  contained 
in  Section  155  (3)  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936.  This  power  was  exercised 
as  follows  : — 

Licences  issued  up  to  December,  1944  10  houses 

During  1945  1 

Licences  normally  provide  for  the  execution  of  works  by  the  owner 
and,  in  default  of  satisfactory  execution  of  those  works,  or  on  failure  to 
maintain  to  a satisfactory  standard,  it  falls  to  the  Local  Authority  to 
revoke  the  licence,  or  to  refuse  to  issue  a further  licence  at  the  expiration 
of  the  six  month  period  for  which  a licence  is  valid.  At  the  end  of  1945 
two  houses  were  occupied  under  the  authority  of  such  licences. 

Town  and  Country  Planning  Act,  1944 — Re-development 

In  previous  reports  reference  has  been  made  to  more  sweeping 
possibilities  of  large  scale  action  towards  more  ordered  housing.  The 
report  of  the  Public  Works  Committee  in  December,  1945,  above  referred 
to,  constituted  a major  advance  in  long  distance  planning.  Five  large 
areas  have  been  outlined  for  re-development  under  the  Town  and  Country 
Planning  Act,  1944,  and  by  the  middle  of  1946  it  is  anticipated  that  formal 
approval  will  be  given  to  these  re-development  schemes  representing  in 
all  26,183  “ unfit  ” houses  and  6,646  “ fit  ” houses,  as  well  as  properties 
of  other  types.  The  effect  of  such  action  would  be  that  the  whole  of  the 
affected  properties  would  either  be  controlled  or  developed  in  accordance 
with  the  schemes  made  by  the  local  authority,  or  actually  vested  in  the 
Corporation,  who  would  then  have  power  to  develop,  and  to  manage  the 
property  in  the  meantime  prior  to  such  development.  The  speed  with 
which  this  operation  can  be  put  into  effect  will  necessarily  depend  upon 
the  supply  of  new  houses,  but  management  by  the  Corporation  should 
result  in  an  improved  standard  of  maintenance  and  a consequent 
amelioration  of  the  lot  of  large  numbers  of  tenants  who  are  living 
under  conditions  of  the  greatest  difficulty.  Under  this  scheme  the  proposals 
relating  to  the  original  Duddeston  and  Nechells  Re-development  Area 
are  to  be  superseded  by  the  new  proposals,  as  it  is  felt  that  action  now 
possible  under  the  Town  and  Country  Planning  Act,  1944  will  enable 
the  operation  of  re-development  to  be  carried  out  more  speedily  and  more 
effectively,  and  will  enable  the  difficult  period  between  the  publication 
of  the  Order  and  the  actual  completion  of  the  scheme  to  be  bridged  with 
the  minimum  amount  of  hardship  to  tenant  and  to  owner. 

During  consideration  of  the  extent  to  which  powers  of  re-development 
should  be  applied,  the  closest  possible  liaison  was  maintained  between 
this  Department  and  the  Public  Works  Department,  and  the  schemes 
now  made  public  are  based  upon  plans  maintained  by  this  Department 
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showing  the  situation  and  extent  of  aggregations  of  unfit  and  sub-standard 
houses.  Approximately  one-half  of  the  houses  in  the  City  regarded  as 
appropriate  for  clearance  as  unfit  for  human  habitation  fall  within  these 
re-development  schemes. 

New  Houses 

During  the  year  31  traditional  type  houses  were  erected,  25  by  private 
enterprise  and  6 by  the  Corporation  ; in  addition,  325  temporary  houses  were 
erected  by  the  Government,  in  pursuance  of  the  national  scheme  for  meeting 
the  immediate  housing  need.  The  City  Engineer  and  Surveyor  has  supplied 
these  figures,  and  has  also  given  full  information  as  to  the  number  of 
houses  erected  since  1919.  These  figures  are  of  interest  at  the  present  time 
in  that  they  show  the  fluctuation  in  the  rate  of  house  production  according 
to  the  differing  circumstances  met  with  from  time  to  time.  It  will  be  noted 
that  since  the  end  of  the  year  1936,  in  which  year  a Survey  was  carried 
out  in  connection  with  overcrowding,  nearly  30,000  new  houses  have  been 

erected.  Number  of  Houses  erected. 

Government 


Year. 

By  Private 
enterprise. 

By  the 

Corporation. 

Temporary 

Bungalows. 

Total 

1919 

29 





29 

1920  . 

244 

553 

— 

797 

1921 

426 

970 

— 

1,396 

1922  . 

382 

810 

— 

1,192 

1923  ... 

556 

1,621 

— 

2,177 

1924 

1,201 

2,004 

— 

3,205 

1925  ... 

1,774 

3,215 

— 

4,989 

1926 

1,775 

5,159 

— 

6,934 

1927 

2,445 

4,007 

— 

6,452 

1928  ... 

1,487 

3,505 

— 

4,992 

1929  .. 

2,456 

4,359 

— 

6,815 

1930  ... 

1,738 

6,687 

— 

8,425 

1931  . 

1,983 

3,893 

— 

5,876 

1932  . 

2,159 

1,703 

— 

3,862 

1933  . 

3,028 

2,029 

— 

5,057 

1934  .. 

4,226 

837 

— 

5,063 

1935  .. 

6,265 

985 

— 

7,250 

1936  .. 

6,926 

2,285 

— 

9,211 

1937  .. 

...  % ... 

7,662 

2,643 

— 

10,305 

1938  .. 

7,804 

3,003 

— 

10,807 

1939  .. 

5,178 

1,413 

— 

6,591 

1940  .. 

1,183 

302 

— 

1,485 

1941  .. 

181 

10 

— 

191 

1942  .. 

26 

63 

— 

89 

1943  .. 

5 

35 

— 

40 

1944  .. 

37 

2 

— 

39 

1945  .. 

25 

6 

325 

356 

61,201 

52,099 

325 

113,625 

76 

! 

% 


Housing  Survey 

The  Survey  undertaken  under  the  Housing  Acts,  1935  and  1936, 
for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  extent  of  overcrowding  proved 
extremely  valuable  in  determining  the  housing  needs  of  the  City  at  that 
time,  and  enabled  the  City  Council  to  relate  correctly  the  housing  pro- 
gramme in  its  three  main  parts,  normal  increase,  abatement  of  existing 
overcrowding,  and  slum  clearance. 

At  the  Meeting  of  the  City  Council  on  December  4th,  1945,  the  Public 
Health  and  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee  were  requested  and 
authorised  at  as  early  a date  as  practicable  to  undertake  a complete 
housing  survey  of  the  City  for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  to  the  Council 
the  following  information  : — 

(a)  The  number  of  houses  in  the  City. 

(b)  The  number  of  family  units  resident  therein,  . 

(c)  The  number  of  back-to-back  houses, 

(d)  The  number  of  houses  without  separate  water  supply, 

(e)  The  number  of  houses  without  gas  or  electricity  supply. 

(f)  The  number  of  houses  without  separate  W.C.  accommodation, 

(g)  The  number  of  houses  without  bathroom  accommodation, 

(h)  Degree  of  overcrowding  : (i)  under  the  standard  of  the  1935 
Act ; and  (ii)  not  including  living  rooms  for  sleeping  purposes. 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  proposed  Survey  is  larger  in  scope  than  that 
of  1936,  in  that  the  one  now  ordered  will  cover  the  whole  of  the  houses 
in  the  City,  as  distinct  from  working  class  houses  only,  and  data  will  be 
furnished  in  relation  to  water,  gas  and  electricity  supplied  and  W.C.  and 
bathroom  accommodation.  Further  the  assessment  of  “ overcrowding  ” 
will  be  two-fold  : firstly,  on  the  standard  of  the  1936  Housing  Act,  which 
regarded  the  living  room  as  a room  to  be  taken  into  account  as  available 
for  sleeping,  and  secondly,  on  a standard  which  would  disregard  the  living- 
room  when  assessing  the  rooms  available  for  sleeping. 

Overcrowding 

During  the  year  593  first  applications  for  assistance  in  re-housing 
based  on  overcrowding,  or  ill-health,  or  both,  were  received  by  the  Depart- 
ment. This  number  compares  with  429  applications  dealt  with  last  year, 
280  in  1943,  116  in  1942  and  21  in  1941.  The  number  of  applications  rose 
substantially  towards  the  end  of  the  year,  due  no  doubt  to  the  increased 
rate  of  demobilisation.  In  addition  96  applications  relating  to  cases  already 
investigated,  or  based  on  circumstances  other  than  overcrowding  or  ill- 
health,  were  dealt  with. 

All  cases  are  visited  by  a sanitary  inspector,  and  after  consideration 
of  the  circumstances  the  relevant  information  is  forwarded  to  the  Estates 
Department.  This  is  normally  done  by  means  of  monthly  reports,  but 
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the  graver  cases  are  reported  by  individual  letter.  By  these  methods  the 
Estates  Department  are  given  particulars  of  all  cases  brought  to  the  notice 
of  this  Department. 

It  has  been  inevitable  that,  with  the  present  conditions  of  stress,  the 
Estates  Department  have  been  able  to  offer  help  in  only  a very  small 
percentage  of  cases  ; but  no  doubt  as  an  increasing  number  of  houses  be- 
come available,  the  information  thus  passed  on  to  the  Estates  Department 
will  materially  help  in  the  very  difficult  problem  of  the  allocation  of  houses. 

The  amount  of  statutory  overcrowding  in  the  City  is  not  known, 
but  it  is  presumably  severe  in  both  extent  and  degree.  In  this  connection, 
of  the  128  applications  received  during  the  last  two  months  of  the  year, 
76  were  found  to  be  statutorily  overcrowded.  In  the  52  houses  found 
not  to  be  statutorily  overcrowded,  there  were  12  instances  of  tuberculosis 
amongst  members  of  the  family,  and  6 cases  in  which  re-housing  was 
regarded  as  desirable  for  other  medical  reasons. 

It  should  be  appreciated  that  the  present  overcrowding  standard 
is  a very  lenient  one,  in  that  a living  room  is  counted  as  providing  bedroom 
accommodation,  a child  of  under  ten  years  counts  as  only  half  a unit, 
and  a child  under  the  age  of  one  does  not  count  at  all.  For  instance,  a 
house  consisting  of  one  living  room  and  one  bedroom  occupied  by  the 
parents,  four  children  under  the  age  of  10  and  one  baby,  would  not  be 
statutorily  overcrowded  within  the  meaning  of  the  Housing  Act.  This  low 
standard  is  even  more  unfavourable  in  the  increasing  number  of  cases 
in  which  two  or  more  families  are  found  to  be  sharing  a house.  In  many  of 
these  instances,  although  the  whole  house  may  not  be  statutorily 
overcrowded,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  occupiers  are  living  under 
extremely  difficult  conditions. 


Sanitary  Supervision  of  Public  Shelters  i 

The  minimum  necessary  supervision  was  maintained  until  May, 
when  Victory  in  Europe  brought  to  a happy  conclusion  the  problem  of 
the  maintenance  of  health  among  shelter  occupants. 
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SECTION  E 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
Food  Premises 

An  intensive  survey  of  all  retail  food  premises  has  been  completed 
during  the  year,  with  the  co-operation  of  the  Food  Office,  who  supplied 
lists  of  all  premises  to  which  an  allocation  of  rationed  food  had  been  made. 

There  are  now  786  such  premises  on  the  register. 

Inspection  under  Section  13  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  has 
continued,  and  where  defects  have  been  found,  remedy  has  been  effected 
without  recourse  to  prosecution. 

An  arrangement  by  which  the  City  Surveyor  submits  plans  of  exten- 
sion and  new  construction  of  such  premises,  for  scrutiny  from  a sanitary 
point  of  view,  has  been  found  most  valuable,  in  that  many  errors  and  de- 
fects may  thus  be  prevented,  with  consequent  reduction  of  health  risk, 
and  at  the  same  time  saving  of  cost. 

Ice  Cream 

The  manufacture  of  ice  cream  was  resumed  early  in  1945,  after  a ban 
imposed  in  September,  1942.  Except  in  the  business  of  licensed  catering, 
the  use  of  liquid  milk  as  an  ingredient  was  prohibited,  dried  roller-skimmed 
milk  and  unsalted,  unvitaminised  margarine  being  allocated  instead. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  season  all  persons  who  had  made  applica- 
tion to  the  Food  Office  for  an  allocation  of  ingredients,  used  in  the  manu- 
facture of  ice  cream,  were  circularised,  and  a survey  made  to  ascertain 
which  premises  in  the  City  were,  in  fact,  used  for  the  manufacture  of  ice 
cream. 

Attention  was  first  concentrated  on  premises  found  to  be  unregistered, 
and  occupiers  of  such  premises  were  required  to  provide  separate  and 
suitable  accommodation  before  registration. 

Registration  is  effected  under  the  Birmingham  Corporation  Act, 
1935,  Section  54. 

All  the  manufacturing  premises  were  then  inspected,  adequate  means 
for  the  cleansing  and  sterilisation  of  utensils  requested,  where  not  already 
provided,  and  manufacturers  advised  on  hygienic  precautions. 


79 


The  following  is  a summary  of  the  activities  of  your  Senior  Milk  and 
Dairies  Inspector  and  his  assistants  in  this  respect  : — 

Number  of  registered,  unregistered  and  proposed  ice  cream 


manufacturing  premises  visited 499 

Premises  found  unregistered  47 

Premises  unsuitable  for  registration  for  manufacture  46 

New  premises  erected  9 

Premises  in  course  of  erection  or  awaiting  sanction  6 

New  premises  to  be  provided 15 

Alterations  to  registered  manufacturing  premises  20 

Alterations  to  unregistered  manufacturing  premises  19 

Premises  where  sterilising  facilities  were  required  93 

Premises  with  minor  sanitary  defects  25 

Samples  taken  for  chemical  analysis  25 

Samples  taken  for  bacteriological  investigation  91 


The  results  of  chemical  analyses  were  as  follows  : — 


No.  of 

Fat 

No.  of 

Solids-not-Fat 

Samples. 

0/ 

/o 

Samples. 

% 

3 

Nil 

1 

Under  15 

10  

0—2 

4 

15—20 

8 

2—4 

8 

20—25 

— 

4—8 

7 

25—30 

1 

8—10 

4 

30—35 

3 

10—12 

Over  35 

Of  the  25  samples  examined. 

18  contained  starch. 

The  reports  upon  samples  taken  for  bacteriological  investigation 
showed  the  following  results  — 

Conform 

No.  of 

Bacterial 

No.  of 

Organisms 

Samples. 

Count. 

Samples. 

Present. 

12 

Under  1,000 

27 

Nil 

22 

1,000  to  10,000 

11 

Under  10 

27 

10,000  to  100,000 

18 

10  to  100 

10 

100,000  to  500,000 

20 

100  to  1,000 

20 

Over  500,000 

15 

Over  1,000 

The  above 

results  show  that 

a proportion  of  the  ‘ 

' ice  cream  ” sold 

is  not  the  nourishing  food  that  it  is  thought  to  be,  and  that  bacterial 
contamination  is  often  too  high.  These  comments  are  particularly  true 
of  the  “ ice  cream  " manufactured  and  sold  in  the  small  general  shop. 

The  main  difficulties  in  the  way  of  ensuring  a wholesome  and  safe 
product  are  : — 

(1.)  The  shortage  of  liquid  milk,  which  should  be  the  main  ingredient. 

(2)  Inadequate  premises,  e.g.,  the  scullery  in  the  small  general  shop. 
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(3)  The  paper  shortage,  precluding  wrapping  by  the  wholesaler, 

and  predisposing  to  contamination  during  retail  sale. 

(4)  The  elasticity  of  the  legal  definition  of  the  commodity. 

(5)  The  lack  of  chemical  and  bacteriological  standards. 

(6)  The  prevalence  of  the  “ cold  mix  ” method  of  manufacture. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Administration 

Despite  the  serious  depreciation  of  dairy  plant,  and  of  premises, 
during  the  war  period,  and  continued  difficulties  met  with  in  regard  to 
repair  and  replacement,  a reasonable  standard  of  milk  for  sale  has  been 
maintained.  This  could  not  have  been  so  without  full  co-operation  between 
the  executives  of  the  various  firms  throughout  the  City,  and  your  milk 
and  dairies  inspectors. 

Important  structural  improvements  and  extensions  have  been  in 
progress  at  three  of  the  largest  dairies,  and  reconstruction  plans  at  certain 
others  are  already  going  forward.  New  plant,  moreover,  is  becoming 
increasingly  more  available. 

There  is  room  for  improvement,  however,  especially  in  regard  to  the 
quality  of  raw  milk  delivered  to  the  dairy  for  processing,  and  it  is  not  un- 
known for  milk  to  be  refused  as  unfit  by  the  consignee  on  arrival.  The 
resumption  of  free  choice  of  source  of  supply  for  the  dairyman,  and  of 
free  choice  of  dairyman  by  the  customer,  would  encourage  that  healthy 
spirit  of  competition  which  is  so  helpful  to  the  production  of  clean  milk. 

In  addition  to  the  normal  inspection  and  increased  sampling  under 
the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order  and  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order, 
samples  of  milk  sold  in  the  City  were  taken  from  all  plant  approved  by  the 
'Ministry  of  Food  under  the  Heat  Treatment  Scheme.  The  area  has  not, 
however,  been  prescribed  under  Defence  Regulation  55G  as  one  in  which 
only  designated  heat  treated  milk  may  be  sold.  In  this  connection  it  is 
safe  to  say  that  98%  of  the  milk  sold  in  the  City  to-day  is,  in  fact,  at  least 
heat-treated.  The  number  of  “ high  temperature  short  term  ” pasteurising 
' plants  in  use  has  increased  from  four  to  five.  These  are  compact  and  largely 
I automatic,  and  give  uniformly  satisfactory  results. 

Sixty-four  complaints  in  respect  of  milk  were  received  and  investi- 
gated during  the  year,  as  compared  with  74  in  1944.  These  may  be  classified 
as  follows  : — 


Dirty  bottles  28 

Watery  sterilised  bottles 4 

Overcooked  sterilised  bottles  5 

Lack  of  cream  line  1 

Souring  22 

Vinegar  fly  (Drosophila  busckii)  2 

Broken  glass  in  bottle  2 
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The  dirty  bottle  is  a problem  which  is  largely  the  result  of  the  filthy 
state  in  which  some  customers  return  empty  bottles.  The  most  efficient 
automatic  washers  will  not  always  clean  such  bottles,  and  it  is  inevitable 
that,  sometimes,  these  escape  supervision  in  the  dairy.  Similarly,  infesta- 
tion by  the  American  Vinegar  Fly  would  be  prevented  if  bottles  were 
cleansed  and  promptly  returned.  Once  infestation  takes  place,  the 
Drosophila  may  easily  be  overlooked,  and  is  almost  impossible  of  removal ; 
infested  bottles  have  to  be  destroyed. 

Complaints  arising  from  inefficient  sealing  of  sterilised  milk  bottles 
have  decreased  owing  to  an  improvement  in  cork  linings,  although  trouble 
is  still  experienced  with  aluminium  foil  caps  owing  to  their  brittleness 
and  uneven  quality. 

The  following  table  shows  the  alterations  in  the  Milk  and  Dairies 


Register  during  1945  : — 

1943.  1944.  1945. 

Number  of  wholesale  purveyors  65  62  63 

Number  of  retail  purveyors  184  167  161 

Number  of  milkshops  1,870  1,776  1,772 

Number  of  bottled  milk  purveyors  4,263  4,309  4,316 


Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations,  1936-1941 


Principal  Licences. 

Producers  of  tuberculin  tested  milk 2 

Dealers  in  tuberculin  tested  milk  12 

Producers  of  accredited  milk 19 

Dealers  in  accredited  milk  2 

Producers  of  pasteurised  milk  (Holder  process)  1 1 

Producers  of  pasteurised  milk  (H.T.S.T.  process)  5 

Dealers  in  pasteurised  milk  46 

Supplementary  Licences 

Dealers  in  tuberculin  tested  milk  7 

Dealers  in  accredited  milk  4 

Dealers  in  pasteurised  milk  2 

Total  110 


Routine  examinations  of  these  designated  milks  and  their  containers 
were  carried  out,  653  samples  being  taken.  Relative  to  the  standards 
laid  down  in  the  Regulations,  10-8%  failed  in  the  bacterial  count  test ; 
19-6%  failed  by  reason  of  the  presence  of  B.coli  in  1 /100th  of  a millilitre  ; 
1-3%  failed  in  the  methylene  blue  test,  and,  in  the  case  of  pasteurised 
milks,  2-8%  failed  to  pass  the  phosphatase  test. 
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I Synthetic  Cream 

No  outbreak  of  infectious  disease  has,  during  the  year,  been  found 
to  be  attributable  to  synthetic  cream. 

Routine  sampling  of  synthetic  cream  received  at  bakeries  from  the 
I four  suppliers  to  the  area  gave  the  following  results  : — 


Bacterial  No.  of  B.coli  No.  of 

Count.  Samples.  present.  Samples. 

Nil  16  Nil  53 

Under  1,000  27  Under  10  5 

1.000  to  10,000  12  10  to  100  3 

10.000  to  100,000  2 100  to  1,000  3 

100.000  to  500,000  8 Over  1,000  3 

Over  500,000  2 . 


Where  the  results  proved  unsatisfactory,  manufacturers  responded 
promptly  and  effectively  to  representations  made  to  them. 

The  Inspection  of  Cows  and  Cowsheds  within  the  City  Area 

Extracts  from  Report  hy  Mr.  Brennan  De  Vine,  f.r.c.v.s..  Chief 
Veterinary  Officer. 

City  Dairies 

At  the  end  of  1945  there  were  forty-five  dairy  farms  housing  701 
milch  cows  in  110  registered  sheds  in  the  City  area. 

The  Milk  and  Dairies  Order  requires  the  registration  of  cowkeepers 
and  enforcement  of  general  requirements  as  to  structure  and  cleanliness 
of  cowsheds,  and  for  this  purpose  a monthly  inspection  is  made  of  all 
, City  cowsheds  ; and,  in  addition,  all  cows  in  City  dairies  are  examined. 

Dairy  Herds 

H ' Despite  shortage  of  labour,  and  other  war  conditions,  the  health  and 
cleanliness  of  the  cows  in  City  dairies  remains  good.  The  cows  are  regularly 
examined,  with  a view  to  preventing  danger  to  health  from  the  sale  of 
1 infected,  contaminated  or  dirty  milk,  and  in  particular,  for  prohibiting 
the  supply  or  sale  of  milk  suspected  of  being  infected  with  tuberculosis. 

M astitis 

During  the  year  nine  cows  were  found  to  be  affected  with  acute 
catarrhal  mastitis,  and  the  milk  produced  from  these  cows  was  prohibited 
from  sale. 

Tuberculosis 

In  addition  to  the  clinical  examination  of  the  dairy  cows,  bulk 
samples  of  milk  were  taken  from  each  City  dairy  herd  during  the  year, 


and  individual  examples  from  suspected  cows. 

Taken.  Infected. 

Mixed  samples  from  dairy  herds  30  Nil 

Individual  samples  3 Nil 
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As  a result  of  clinical  examination,  five  cows  affected  with  tuberculosis 
were  removed  from  the  City  dairy  herds  during  the  year  and  dealt  with 
under  the  Tuberculosis  Order. 

In  addition,  at  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries,  post  mortem  examinations  were  made  on  twenty-nine  cows 
dealt  with  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order  and  which  had  been  sent  to  the 
City  Meat  Market  from  farms  outside  the  City. 

Inspection  of  Cowsheds 

Regular  inspection  has  been  maintained  of  all  registered  cowsheds, 
attention  being  paid  to  the  provisions  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order  for 
securing  adequate  lighting,  ventilation  and  a clean  water  supply,  also 
the  cleansing  of  cowsheds  and  removal  of  dung  and  offensive  matter. 

In  spite  of  labour  shortage  all  cowsheds  have  been  limewashed  or 
sprayed  with  lime  at  least  twice  during  the  year. 

Milk  and  Dairies  (Consolidation)  Act,  1915 

In  connection  with  the  ascertainment  of  the  source  of  supply  of 
milk,  the  consumption  of  which  is  likely  to  cause  tuberculosis,  notification 
under  Section  4 of  this  Act  was  sent  in  122  cases  to  the  Medical. Officer 
of  Health  for  the  county  or  county  borough  in  which  the  cows  yielding 
the  milk  were  kept. 

Comparative  Return 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  samples  of  milk,  sent  in 
from  outside  sources,  taken  during  the  past  ten  years  and  the  percentage 
infected  with  tuberculosis  : Samples  Samples  Percentage 


Year.  Taken.  Infected.  Infected. 

1936  1,648  166  10-1 

1937  2,267  232  10-2 

1938  2,386  208  8-7 

1939  1,867  173  9-3 

1940  2,237  244  10-9 

1941  2,377  189  8-0 

1942  2,408  182  7-5 

1943  2,456  146  5-9 

1944  2,434  138  5-7 

1945  2,396  122  5-1 

Average  for  Period  8-1 


SUMMARY  OF  MILK  TESTS  FOR  TUBERCULOSIS  DURING  1945 
From  Outside  Dairies  ; No.  taken.  No.  Infected 


Tuberculin  Tested,  Accredited,  and  Non-designated  2,396  122 

From  City  Dairies  : 

Mixed  samples  30  Nil 

Individual  samples  3 Nil 


Total  2,429  122 
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Tuberculin  Testing  of  City  Dairy  Herds  and  of  Herds  belonging 
to  Corporation  Institutions 

Three  breeding  herds,  comprising  296  animals,  were  tested  by  the 


Department  during  1945  as  follows  : Approx.  No. 

in  Herd. 

1 77 

2 150 

3 69 

Total  296 


Inspection  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods 

Under  the  Livestock  (Restriction  on  Slaughtering)  Order,  1940, 
the  slaughtering  of  cattle,  sheep  and  a certain  number  of  pigs,  carried  out 
in  Birmingham  is  concentrated  at  the  Public  Abattoir.  In  addition  to 
that  centre  there  are  twelve  private  slaughterhouses  attached  to  bacon 
factories  in  the  City  for  the  slaughter  of  pigs.  Prior  to  the  Ministry  of 
Food’s  control  of  slaughtering  there  were  83  private  slaughterhouses  in 
use. 

For  the  purposes  of  the  inspection  of  meat  in  the  Public  Abattoir 
and  in  the  bacon  factories,  there  are  employed  live  Veterinary  Meat 
Inspectors  and  three  Food  Inspectors.  The  food  inspection  in  the  shops 
and  food  stores  in  the  City  is  carried  out  by  eight  District  Inspectors. 
There  is  also  one  Inspector  employed  in  the  Wholesale  Fruit,  Vegetable  and 
Fish  Markets. 

Under  the  present  procedure,  whereby  the  Ministry  of  Food  take 
control  of  slaughtering,  the  local  authority  continue  meat  inspection 
and  inspection  of  slaughtering,  as  carried  out  prior  to  the  change. 

Shellfish 

During  the  year,  9 samples  of  mussels  were  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination.  Of  these,  one  was  unsatisfactory,  and  the  necessary  action 
was  taken  to  prevent  the  consumption,  in  Birmingham,  of  contaminated 
mussels  from  this  source. 

Registered  Premises  ujsed  for  the  Manufacture  of  Cooked  and 
Potted  Meats. 

There  are  226  food  preparation  premises  on  the  register  as  follows  : 


Cooked  meats,  sausage  and  pork  pie  manufacturers  224 
Jam  manufacturers  2 

Total  226 
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Retail  Shops 

The  following  retail  food  shops  were  visited  by  Inspectors  of  the 


Department. 

Beef  and  pork  butchers  1,021 

Grocers  1,511 

Greengrocers  1,260 

Hucksters  4,109 

Fish  friers  419 

Fishmongers  630 

Horseflesh  1 


Total 


8,951 


) 
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SECTION  F 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

GENERAL  ■ 

The  mortality  figures  for  1945  are  set  out  below  and  compared  with 
the  decennial  (1935-1944)  averages  in  the  statement  following : 

Deaths  in 

Number  1945  above 

Disease.  of  or  below 

deaths.  the  average 

for  1935-44. 

Enteric  fever  — — 2 

Smallpox  — — 

Measles  25  — 3 

Scarlet  fever  1 — 4 

Whooping  cough  32  — 33 

Diphtheria  18  — 42 

Pulmonary  tuberculosis  671  — 73 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis  78  — 1 

Influenza  62  — 132 

Cerebro-spinal  fever 13  — 19 

The  prevalence  of  the  notifiable  diseases  is  shown  in  the  next  table  : 

Cases  noti- 
fied in  1945 

Number  above  or 

Disease.  of  below  the 

Cases.  average  for 

1935-44 

Enteric  fever 6 — 27 

Smallpox  — — 

! Scarlet  fever 1075  — 610 

. Diphtheria  454  — 619 

' ‘ Erysipelas  330  — 154 

I Puerperal  pyrexia  338  -f  7 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum  717  — 276 

Pulmonary  tuberculosis  1193  -fl92 

- Other  forms  of  tuberculosis  155  — 14 

Acute  primary  or  influenzal  pneumonia  1563  — 372 

Cerebro-spinal  fever 78  — 40 

Acute  poliomyelitis 23  +11 

I Polioencephalitis  1 — 

Encephalitis  lethargica  1 — 11 

Malaria  33  + 29 

Dysentery  332  -|-255 

The  cases  of  cerebro-spinal  fever  were  27  more  than  those  of  the 
I previous  year  (78  against  51),  and  the  deaths  fell  from  15  to  13. 

I Diphtheria  was  less  prevalent  than  during  1944,  but  the  intermediate 
I type  predominated,  with  a rise  in  case  mortality  from  2*7  per  cent,  in 
1 1944  to  4*0  per  cent,  in  1945. 

I 
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Notifications  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  increased  by  5,  non- 
pulmonary  cases  decreased  by  25,  compared  with  1944. 

The  apparent  prevalence  of  “ ophthalmia  neonatorum  ” is  illusory  ; 
only  a trivial  proportion  are  due  to  gonococcal  infection.  The  great  majority 
represent  merely  a precautionary  notification  of  even  the  slightest 
condition  capable  of  coming  within  the  elastic  definition  of  ophthalmia 
of  the  newly-born. 

Enteric  Fever 

There  were  17  cases  notihed  as  enteric  fever,  and  of  these  12  proved 
negative. 

Undulant  Fever 

Two  cases  of  undulant  fever  came  to  the  notice  of  the  Department 
during  the  year. 

Glandular  Fever 

No  cases  of  this  disease  came  to  the  notice  of  the  Department  during 
the  year  1945. 

Smallpox 

There  were  no  cases  of  smallpox  in  the  City  during  the  year. 

Vaccination 

Following  are  tabulated  statistics  relating  to  this  work  for  the  current 
year,  together  with  similar  figures  relating  to  each  year  since  1936. 


1945.  1944  1943  1942.  1941.  1940.  1939.  1938.  1937.  1936. 

Conscientious  objectors 

percent,  of  total  births 19-6  20-3  18-9  21-2  22-6  27-5  31*2  31-8  31-2  31-0 

Successful  vaccinations  67-0  66-2  65-2  59-9  51-2  49-9  52*9  52-6  51-9  51-7 

Percentage  of  survivors 

Insusceptible  0-5  0-6  0-9  0-6  0-8  0-4  0-5  0-6  0-3  0-5 

Postponed  by 

medical  certificate 0-2  0-3  0-3  0-4  0*4  0-6  0-4  0-3  0*3  0-5 

Removed  4-4  3-8  4-0  4-4  5-3  4-3  3-9  3-9  3-8  3-4 

Lost  sight  of  1-8  1-9  2-9  3-8  7-4  5-0  3-5  3-2  3-5  3-0 

Still  under  notice  5-7  6-0  6-8  8-5  10-9  10-9  6-1  5-9  7-3  8-1 


Measles 

During  the  year  876  cases  were  admitted  to  Little  Bromwich  Hospital 
for  treatment,  and  the  total  number  of  deaths  was  25. 

Immunisation  has  been  carried  out  on  111  children  during  the  year 
with  satisfactory  results.  The  inoculations  were  for  prevention  in  38  cases, 
and  for  attenuation  in  73. 

In  addition  material  was  supplied  on  the  urgent  request  of  neigh- 
bouring local  authorities  for  the  immunisation  of  37  children,  the  majority 
of  these  being  for  prevention. 
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Scarlet  Fever 

The  number  of  cases  notified  were  329  less  than  in  1944  ; and  there 
was  only  one  death  from  this  disease. 

As  in  previous  years,  cases  were  treated  in  hospital  where  home 
conditions  made  this  advisable  ; otherwise  they  were  treated  at  home. 

Thirteen  cases  of  scarlet  fever  occurred  in  a children’s  institution 
between  11th  November  and  21st  December.  Investigation  showed  a 
marked  degree  of  overcrowding  in  the  dormitories. 

The  report  on  cases  treated  at  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital 
will  be  found  on  page  96. 

I 

Whooping  Cough 

Whooping  Cough  also  was  less  prevalent  than  during  the  previous 
year. 

During  the  year  602  cases  were  admitted  to  the  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospital,  and  the  total  number  of  deaths  was  32. 

Where  appropriate  the  services  of  a district  nurse  are  supplied  under 
an  arrangement  made  with  the  District  Nursing  Association. 


Diphtheria 

The  total  number  of  cases  notified  was  markedly  lower  than  in  1944, 
and  the  cases  confirmed  in  diagnosis  also  showed  a considerable  reduction, 
though,  as  previously  noted,  the  severer  type  of  diphtheria  prevalent 
caused  a rise  in  case  mortality  : — 


DIPHTHERIA  CASE  MORTALITY 
1901-10  (average) 

1911-20  .,  

1921-30  „ 

1931-40  ,.  

1936  

1937  

1938  

1939  

1940  

1941  

1942  

1943  

1944  

1945  


Case  Mortaliiy 
per  cent. 

14*1 

13-6 

5- 8 

6- 5 
5-5 

5- 9 

6- 5 

7- 3 
6-0 
6-0 
4-2 

3- 7 
2-7 

4- 0 


A report  on  the  cases  treated  at  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital 
will  be  found  on  page  97. 
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Diphtheria  Anti-toxin 

Diphtheria  anti-toxin  is  distributed  free  of  charge  to  medical 
practitioners  for  the  treatment  of  their  patients,  and  can  be  obtained 
from  the  Public  Health  Department,  the  Bacteriological  Laboratory,  and 
eighteen  police  stations. 


Immunisation  against  Diphtheria 


The  total  number  of  children  inoculated  through  the  Public  Health 
Department  in  1945  was  21,002. 


Children  under  5 years  of  age  immunised 
by  the  Public  Health  Department  Staff 

Children  under  5 years  of  age  immunised  by 
General  Practitioners  with  material  supplied 
free  by  the  Public  Health  Department 

Children  from  5 to  15  years  of  age  immunised 
by  the  Public  Health  Department  Staff  

Children  from  5 to  15  years  of  age  immunised 
by  General  Practitioners  with  material  sup- 
plied free  by  the  Public  Health  Department 


14,977  1 Total  under  ' 
> 5 years — 
17,356 


2,379^ 

3,536 


► 21,002 


Total 

>•  5-15  years: 
3,646 

no) 


In  addition  66  adolescents  and  adults  were  inoculated  with  T.A.F. 

A.P.T.  has  been  used  for  the  children  throughout  the  year,  the  routine 
dosage  being  0-2  c.c.  and  0-5  c.c.  with  four  weeks’  interval  between  the 
doses. 

During  the  year  1,115  supplementary  doses  of  0-5  c.c.  A.P.T.  have 
been  given  to  children  previously  inoculated. 

As  usual,  regular  visits  were  made  to  the  Child  Welfare  Centres, 
Nurseries,  Nursery  Schools,  Primary  Schools  and  Institutions,  and  material 
in  separate  doses  was  supplied  free  of  charge  to  general  practitioners. 

The  percentage  of  immunised  children  in  the  0 — 5 years  group  has 
risen  from  55*3%  at  the  end  of  1944,  to  59-2%  in  1945.  These  figures  are 
based  on  the  Health  Visitors’  returns,  and  are  therefore  corrected  for 
migrations  and  deaths,  but  do  not  cover  the  whole  pre-school  population. 
It  is  probably  correct  to  say  that  60%  of  the  children  under  5 years  of  age 
have  been  inoculated. 

There  is  an  increase  by  some  5,000,  of  the  immunised  children  in  the 
“ toddler  ” group,  as  the  increased  births  in  1942  and  1943  have  resulted 
in  an  increase  of  children  now  between  2 and  5 years  of  age. 

There  is  no  Welfare  Centre  district  with  less  than  50%  of  the  available 
children  (i.e.,  those  from  8 months  to  5 years  of  age)  immunised.  One 
Centre  shows  82%  and  thirteen  Centres  between  70%  and  80%  immunised. 
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There  were  130  cases  of  diphtheria  among  inoculated  children  during 
the  year.  Most  of  these  were  very  mild  cases,  but  a few  were  severe,  and 
there  were  three  deaths,  as  follows  : — 

(1)  Boy,  8 years — three  doses  T.A.M.  in  1943. 

Severe  tonsillar  and  nasal  diphtheria  with  bull  neck — developed 
neck  and  pharyngeal  and  diaphragmatic  pareses,  and  died  on  43rd 
day  of  disease.  Organism  typed — mitis. 

(2)  Boy,  3 years — three  doses  T.A.M. , Dec.,  1942 — Jan.,  1943. 

Admitted  to  hospital  for  tonsillectomy — developed  follicular 
tonsillitis  with  negative  swab.  Subsequently  he  had  definite  membrane 
on  tonsils  and  soft  palate,  with  positive  swab,  yielding  a culture  of 
mitis  type.  He  developed  palatal,  pharyngeal  and  laryngeal  pareses, 
and  died  in  the  seventh  week  from  circulatory  failure. 

(3)  Girl,  11  years — three  doses  of  T.A.M.,  Dec.,  1936,  to  Jan.,  1937. 

Admitted  to  hospital  on  9th  day  of  disease  with  palatal  and 
pharyngeal  pareses,  and  died  on  13th  day  from  circulatory  failure. 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION,  1932—1945. 


Total  1945 

in  age 

groups. 

11792 

12403 

11933 

11104 

11765 

12327 

13979 

14788 

14576 

12652 

12142 

11626 

14327 

14762 

10817 

190993 

1932 

Age  No. 

119 

66 

185 

1 

under 

1 

1933 

Age  No. 

229 

250 

79 

558 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 I 1 

=)  1 

1 

1934 

Age  No. 

529 

530 

711 

541 

2311 

3 

2 

1 

under 

1 

1935 

Age  No. 

943 

813 

792 

1357 

911 



4816 

4 

3 

2 

1 

under 

1 

1936 

Age  No. 

1 

2723 

1227 

981 

961 

1813 

1538 

9243 

5 

4 

3 

2 

1 

under 

1 

1937 

Age  No. 

2656 

3434 

1826 

1208 

1400 

2209 

2303 

15036 

6 

5 

4 

3 

2 

1 

under 

1 

1938 

Age  No. 

1889 

2424 

3217 

1714 

1276 

1567 

2796 

2951 

17834 

7 

6 

5 

4 

3 

2 

1 

under 

1 

! 

1939 

Age  No. 

265 

1183 

1435 

2138 

1486 

1210 

1516 

3287 

3541 

16061 

8 

7 

6 

5 

4 

3 

2 

1 

under 

1 

1940 

Age  No. 

115 

210 

706 

799 

1313 

746 

779 

1177 

2921 

3505 

12271 

9 

8 

7 

6 

5 

4 

3 

2 

1 

under 

1 

1941 

Age  No. 

680 

670 

598 

734 

979 

1418 

1791 

2131 

2754 

4350 

5397 

21502 

10 

9 

8 

7 

6 

5 

4 

3 

2 

under 

1 

1942 

Age  No. 

747 

767 

754 

835 

1530 

1744 

1971 

1567 

1675 

2032 

4543 

6220 

24385 

1 

11 

10 

9 

8 

7 

6 

5 

4 

3 

2 

1 

under 

1 

1 

1943 

Age  No. 

698 

550 

601 

529 

724 

1509 

1506 

1605 

1231 

1126 

1309 

4101 

9447 

24936 

12 

11 

10 

9 

8 

7 

6 

5 

4 

3 

2 

1 

under 

1 

1944 

Age  No. 

168 

217 

163 

212 

219 

284 

1116 

1185 

1475 

513 

512 

837 

3966 

9986 

20853 

13 

12 

11 

10 

9 

8 

7 

6 

5 

4 

3 

2 

1 

under 

1 

1945 

Age  No. 

31 

62 

70 

76 

114 

102 

201 

885 

979 

1126 

381 

468 

914 

4776 

10817 

21002 

14 

13 

12 

11 

10 

9 

8 

7 

6 

5 

4 

3 

2 

under, 

Total 

Dysentery 

Four  hundred  and  thirty-five  cases  were  notified  during  the  year, 
but  on  investigation  103  of  these  proved  not  to  be  dysentery,  making  a 
net  total  of  332  clinical  cases. 

In  March  a sharp  outbreak  of  Sonne  dysentery  occurred  in  one 
part  of  the  City.  There  were  76  known  definite  cases,  and  these  occurred 
in  40  different  families.  There  was  a pronounced  preponderance  of  women 
and  children  among  the  victims.  In  a very  high  percentage  of  cases  the 
fieces  gave  a positive  result  for  Sonne  dysentery. 

The  outbreak  proved  difficult  to  investigate,  but  eventually  the  clues 
led  to  a particular  grocery  store  in  the  district.  An  investigation  of  the  staff 
of  this  store  revealed  a number  of  mild  unrecognised  cases,  and  from  the 
dates  of  symptoms  it  was  presumed  that  one  or  more  of  these  affected 
employees  had  been  the  cause  of  the  outbreak. 

A similar  outbreak  of  enteritis  affected  another  part  of  the  City  at 
the  same  time.  Here  there  were  24  cases  among  8 families,  and  again 
women  and  children  were  most  affected.  In  many  respects  the  symptoms 
were  similar  to  those  of  the  Sonne  dysentery  outbreak,  but  investigations 
in  this  instance  yielded  completely  negative  results. 

Malaria 

Thirty-two  cases  of  malaria  were  reported  during  the  year,  all 
contracted  abroad,  and  including  26  Service  cases,  and  one  case  of  malaria 
was  originally  reported  as  cerebro-spinal  fever,  making  33  cases  in  all. 

Food  Poisoning 

During  the  year  under  review  186  cases  of  food  poisoning  were 
notified  to  the  Department.  The  majority  were  of  a trivial  nature  not 
calling  for  any  specific  action  by  the  Public  Health  Department. 

Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis 

Twenty-six  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified,  and  all  but  four  proved 
to  be  true  cases. 

One  case  notified  as  cerebro-spinal  fever  was  found  to  be  acute 
anterior  poliomyelitis,  making  a total  of  23  true  cases. 

There  were  two  deaths  from  this  disease  during  the  year. 

Polioencephalitis 

One  case  of  this  disease  was  notified  during  the  year. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

During  the  year  five  fresh  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  but 
only  one  proved  to  be  a true  case.  There  were  three  deaths  from  this 
disease. 
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Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

There  were  179  cases  notified  as  cerebro-spinal  meningitis  during 
the  year.  In  101  cases  the  diagnosis  was  afterwards  revised,  leaving  78 
clinical  cases  of  this  disease.  Of  the  78  actual  cases,  8 succumbed  to  the 
attack,  giving  a case  mortality  rate  of  10-3  per  cent. 

Age  Disiribiition.  Cases. 

Under  1 year  15 

1 and  2 years  12 

3 „ 4 3 

5 and  under  10  years  10 

10  15  8 

15  „ 20  ..  6 

20  25  ..  3 

25  35  6 

35  45  „ 8 

45  years  upwards  7 
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REPORT  ON  THE  CITY  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
HOSPITALS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1945 

By  Dr.  J.  McGarrity,  Medical  Superintendent. 
STATISTICS 

Little  Bromwich 

The  total  admissions  of  all  cases  for  the  year  1945  were  5,105. 


{a)  DIPHTHERIA  Uncorrected 

for  diagnosis. 

Total. 

In  hospital  on  the  31st  December,  1944  146 

Admitted  during  1945  ....  1,025 

Discharged,  1945  998 

Died,  1945  23 

Remaining  on  the  31st  December,  1945  150 

(6)  SCARLET  FEVER 

In  hospital  on  the  31st  December,  1944  56 

Admitted  during  1945  458 

Discharged,  1945  472 

Died,  1945  1 

Remaining  on  the  31st  December,  1945  41 

(c)  MISCELLANEOUS 

In  hospital  on  the  31st  December,  1944  403 

Admitted  during  1945  3,622 

Discharged,  1945  3,585 

Died,  1945  165 

Remaining  on  the  31st  December,  1945  275 

(d)  MISCELLANEOUS,  (in  detail) 

Bronchitis  2 

Chicken-pox 190 

Diarrhoea  4 

Dysentery  329 

Empyema  1 

Encephalitis  5 

Enteric  17 

Erysipelas  95 

Influenza  1 

Ludwig’s  angina  3 

Measles  876 

Meningitis  166 

Mumps  62 

Otitis  media 14 

Pemphigus  24 

Pneumonia  20 

Poliomyelitis 9 

Puerperal  pyrexia  47 

Rubella  32 

Septicaemia 1 

Vincent's  angina  28 

Whooping  cough  602 

Miscellaneous  for  observation  1094 

Total  3,622 
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Scarlet  Fever. 


During  the  year  458  patients  were  admitted  with  a notified  diagnosis 
of  scarlet  fever  ; of  these  64  were  finally  diagnosed  as  suffering  from  other 
complaints  as  follows  : — 


Tonsillitis  27 

Measles  8 

No  evidence  of  any  disease  4 

Erythema  4 

Rhinitis  3 

Enteritis  2 

Rubella  1 

Chickenpox  1 

Erysipelas  1 

Whooping  cough  1 

Cerebro-spinal  meningitis  1 

Miscellaneous  1 1 


64 


The  miscellaneous  group  consists  of  one  case  each  of : — Sonne 
dysentery,  urticaria,  pityriasis,  rosea,  scabies,  broncho-pneumonia, 
lobar  pneumonia,  bronchitis,  osteomyelitis,  otitis,  common  cold  and 
scabies. 

Actually  433  cases  of  true  scarlet  fever  were  treated  in  the  wards 
during  the  year,  of  whom  twenty-two  were  notified  as  diphtheria,  eight 
as  measles,  three  as  rubella,  two  as  puerperal  fever,  one  as  meningitis, 
and  one  as  whooping  cough,  while  two  were  admitted  for  observation. 
Seven  patients  had  concurrent  infections  as  follows  : — 


Scarlet  fever  and  concurrent  whooping  cough 

Scarlet  fever  and  concurrent  chickenpox  

Scarlet  fever  and  concurrent  diphtheria  

Scarlet  fever  and  concurrent  measles 


The  type  of  scarlet  fever  was  very  mild,  there  was  only  one  case  of 
toxic  scarlatina  and  one  septic  case.  There  were  no  fatal  cases,  the  death 
appearing  in  the  table  “ uncorrected  for  diagnosis,”  being  due  to  measles 
and  bronchitis. 
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The  principal  complications  are  given  below. 


Arthritis  7 1’6% 

Nephritis  4 0*9% 

Otitis  media  32  7-4% 

Mastoiditis  2 0-5% 

Late  albuminuria  11  2-5% 

Late  adenitis  27  6-2% 

Rhinitis  21  4-8% 

Abscess  7 1*6% 

Osteomyelitis  1 0*2% 

Pneumonia  1 0-2% 

Relapse  1 0-2% 

114 


The  above  complications  occurred  in  86  cases.  (19-86%). 

Antistreptococcal  serum  was  used  in  the  early  treatment  of  326  cases, 
serum  and  chemotherapy  in  42  and  chemotherapy  alone  in  4.  No  specific 
treatment  was  used  in  61  cases. 

Serum  rashes  were  observed  in  26  cases  (6-0%)  and  serum  arthritis 
in  1 case  (0-2%). 


Table  showing  age  and  sex  of  scarlet  fever  cases  : — 


Age  Group 

0-5 

5-10 

10-15 

15-25 

25-45 

Over  45 

Totals. 

Recovered  : 

Males 

63 

75 

30 

22 

13 

1 

204 

Females 

69 

79 

34 

22 

21 

4 

229 

Totals 

132 

154 

64 

44 

34 

5 

433 

Diphtheria 

There  were  1,025  patients  admitted  to  the  hospital  with  a notified 
diagnosis  of  diphtheria.  Of  these  623  required  revision  of  diagnosis. 
Actually  411  true  cases  of  diphtheria  were  treated  in  the  wards  during 
the  year,  including  one  notified  as  measles  and  eight  admitted  for  observa- 
tion. Three  cases  suffered  from  concurrent  infections,  one  with  chickenpox, 
one  with  whooping  cough,  and  one  with  sonne  dysentery. 
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patients  notified  as  diphtheria  ; — 

418 

9 

44 

31 

27 

24 

22 

6 

6 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

3 

3 

2 

8 

623 

The  miscellaneous  group  consists  of  one  case  each  of  T.B.  meningitis, 
Ludwig’s  angina,  abscess  of  neck,  specific  throat,  rubella,  influenza, 
enlarged  thyroid  and  cyclical  vomiting. 

In  the  above  revised  cases  eight  deaths  occurred,  five  from  broncho- 
pneumonia, following  acute  upper  respiratory  infections,  one  from  T.B. 
meningitis,  one  from  whooping  cough  and  broncho-pneumonia,  and  one 
from  measles  and  ulcerative  tracheitis  (the  two  latter  are  included  in 
their  respective  sections  of  the  report). 


Table  showing  types  of  diphtheria  and  mortality  : — 


Type. 

Total. 

Died. 

Mortality. 

Faucial 

....  356 

6 

1-7% 

Faucial  and  nasal 

21 

3 

14-3% 

NasaP 

12 

1 

8-3% 

Faucial  and  laryngeal 

9 

2 

22-2% 

Laryngeal  

5 

1 

20% 

Wound 

4 

— 

— 

Faucial,  nasal  and  laryngeal 

2 

1 

50% 

Nasal  and  laryngeal 

1' 

— 

— 

Faucial  and  laryngeal  

1 

— 

— 

411  14  3-4% 

The  one  death  classified  as  due  to  nasal  diphtheria  was  only 
three  months  old,  and  was  suffering  from  concurrent  whooping  cough 
and  marasmus. 

Five  deaths  occurred  within  twenty-four  hours  of  admission,  seven 
during  the  first  ten  days,  and  two  later. 

The  hospital  mortality  of  3*4%  shows  a slight  increase  in  comparison 
with  2-7%  in  1944  and  3-3%  in  1943. 


Revised  diagnosis  of  623 

Tonsillitis 
Diptheria  carrier 
Laryngitis 
Vincent’s  angina 
Measles  

Quinsy  

Scarlet  fever 
Broncho-pneumonia 
No  evidence  of  disease 
Whooping  cough 

Stomatitis  

Rhinitis  

Bronchitis 
Common  cold 
Mumps  

Otitis  

Lobar  pneumonia 
Miscellaneous 
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Table  showing  mortality  in  diphtheria  according  to  the  day  of  disease 


on  which  serum  was  first  administered  : — 

Day  of  disease  on  which 

semn  first  given.  Total  Died.  Mortality. 

First  23  — — 

Second  88  2 2-3% 

Third  103  5 4-9% 

Fourth  64  1 1 *6% 

Fifth  44  1 2-3% 

Sixth  day  and  later  80  2 2-5% 

Prophylactic  later  than  fifth  day  2 — — 

No  serum  7 *3  42*9% 


411  14  3-4% 


* Died  before  serum  could  be  administered. 

Analysis  of  the  causes  of  death  in  the  fourteen  fatal  cases  in  which 
diphtheria  was  either  the  cause  or  contributory  cause  of  death  : — 


Circulatory  collapse  10 

Laryngeal  obstruction  with  cardiac  failure  2 

Late  respiratory  failure  1 


Nasal  diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and  marasmus  1 


Total  14 

Post  diphtheritic  paralyses  occurred  as  follows  : — == 


Palatal 

Strabismus 

Ciliary 

Facial 

Pharyngeal 

Lower  limbs 

Neck 

Diaphragmatic 


Paralysis  in  those  who  ; 
(a)  Recovered.  {b)  Died. 

123  1 

7 — 

5 — 

3 — 

6 1 

13  — 

8 1 

3 1 


168  4 

The  168  paralyses  noted  above  occurred  in  127  patients,  all  of  whom 
recovered,  giving  a paralysis  rate  of  30*9%.  The  four  paralyses  noted  above 
occurred  in  one  fatal  case. 


Laryngeal  Diphtheria 

Seventeen  cases  of  diphtheria  had  some  laryngeal  involvement, 
and  of  these  eight  required  operative  interference  for  the  relief  of  obstruc- 
tion. 

In  five  tracheotomy  was  performed  with  a successful  result,  while 
in  one  case  a successful  outcome  was  obtained  by  intubation. 

In  one  case  neither  intubation  nor  tracheotomy  gave  any  relief,  and 
in  another  tracheotomy  gave  relief,  but  the  patient  died  of  cardiac  failure 
some  hours  later. 
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In  addition  two  cases  of  streptococcal  laryngitis  associated  with 
measles  were  tracheotomied,  one  recovered  and  one  died. 

Serum  dosage  administered  : — 

0 — 8,000  units  255  mild  cases 

9.000  or  more  I.M,  76  moderately  severe 

20.000  to  80,000  units  I.M.  + I.V 73  severe 

404 

In  only  eight  cases  was  a serum  urticaria  observed. 

Types  of  diphtheria  organism  were  obtained  in  252  cases  as  follows  : — 


Gravis  organism  26 

Intermedins  organism  185 

Mitis  organism  41 


252 

In  166  cases  a history  of  immunisation  was  confirmed  and  one  case 
died.  In  this  case  immunisation  had  been  performed  eighteen  months 
previously,  at  the  age  of  6 years.  He  was  admitted  with  a severe  faucial 
and  nasal  diphtheria  of  the  mitis  type  and  he  died  of  late  respiratory 
paralysis  at  the  end  of  the  sixth  week. 


Table  showing  age  and  sex  of  diphtheria  patients  : — 


Age  Group  0-5 

5-10 

10-15 

15-25 

25-45 

Over  45 

Totals. 

Recovered  : 

Males 

36 

79 

33 

15 

12 

1 

176 

Females 

32 

78 

48 

32 

30 

1 

221 

Died  : 

Males 

3 

2 

1 

2 

• 

j 

9 

Females 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

5 

Totals 

72 

160 

83 

49 

43 

4 

411 

Hospital  mortality  : 3*4%. 

Measles 

In  all  876  patients  were  admitted  with  a notified  diagnosis  of  measles 
and  of  these  94  required  revision  of  diagnosis  as  follows  : — 


Erythema  21 

No  evidence  of  disease  13 

Miscellaneous  26 

Scarlet  fever  8 

Rubella  ■ 9 

Bronchitis  16 

Serum  rash  1 


Total 


94 


The  miscellaneous  group  consisted  of  six  cases  of  otitis  media,  four 
broncho-pneumonia,  three  d3^senteries,  two  urticaria,  two  conjunctivitis, 
one  nasal  diphtheria,  one  whooping  cough,  one  common  cold,  one  tonsillitis, 
one  cervical  adenitis,  one  pemphigus,  one  impetigo,  one  food  poisoning 
and  one  scabies. 

Actually  863  cases  of  measles  were  treated  in  the  hospital,  including  : 


Notified  as  scarlet  fever  8 

Notified  as  diphtheria  27 

Notified  as  rubella  .....  7 

Notified  as  whooping  cough  1 1 

Notified  as  Vincent’s  angina  6 

Notified  as  miscellaneous  22 
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Concurrent  infections  occurred  as  follows  : — 

Concurrent  measles  and  whooping  cough  1 1 

Concurrent  measles  and  diphtheria  2 

Concurrent  measles  and  scarlet  fever  4 

Concurrent  measles  and  chickenpox  8 

Concurrent  measles  and  dysentery 6 

Concurrent  measles  and  mumps  , 4 

Total  35 

The  principal  complications  were  as  follows  : — 

Recovered.  Died. 

Broncho-pneumonia  on  admission  84  4 

Broncho-pneumonia  after  admission  6 4 

Otitis  media  on  admission  45  — 

I Otitis  media  after  admission  22  — 

Enteritis  on  admission  16  3 

Enteritis  after  admission  18  1 

^ Laryngitis  24  1 (tracheotomy) 

(Convulsions  3 2 

Encephalitis  2 — 

Empyema  ...;.  2 — 

Mastoiditis  6 1 

& Severe  stomatitis  7 — 

5 Pneumococcal  meningitis  — 1 


Thirteen  deaths  occurred  in  the  cases  of  measles,  the  causes  of  death 


: being  : — 

Broncho-pneumonia  8 

Enteritis  3 

Laryngeal  obstruction  1 

Pneumococcal  meningitis  1 

Total  13 
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Table  showing  age  and  sex  of  measles  patients  : — 


Age  Group  : 

0-1 

1-2 

2-3 

3-4 

4-5 

5-10 

10-20 

Over  20  Totals. 

Recovered  : 

Males 

56 

148 

94 

58 

29 

51 

4 

12 

452 

Females 

52 

115 

81 

51 

28 

42 

11 

18 

398 

Died  : 

Males 

3 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

Females 

3 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Totals 

114 

266 

179 

109 

57 

93 

15 

30 

863 

Hospital  mortality,  1*5%. 

Whooping  Cough 

In  all  602  patients  were  admitted  with  a notified  diagnosis  of  whooping 
cough  ; of  these  145  required  revision  of  diagnosis  as  follows  : — 


Bronchitis  71 

No  evidence  of  disease  24 

Broncho-pneumonia 16 

Measles  10 

Enteritis  9 

Dysentery  5 

Impetigo  2 

Mumps  1 

Pyelitis  1 

Tonsillitis  1 

Convulsions  1 

T.B.  meningitis  1 

Tracheitis  1 

Scarlet  fever  1 

* 

Otitis  media  1 


Total  145 


Actually  482  cases  of  whooping  cough  were  treated  in  the  wards 


including  those  notified  as  : — 

Miscellaneous  observations ^ 14 

Pneumonia  5 

Diphtheria  4 

Scarlet  fever  1 

Measles  1 

Total  25 

Cases  of  concurrent  infection  : — 

Whooping  cough  and  dysentery  1 1 

Whooping  cough  and  chickenpox 10 

Whooping  cough  and  measles  8 

Whooping  cough  and  pemphigus  1 


30 
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The  principal  complications  were  as  follows  : — 


In  patients 

In  patients 

Onset  on  admission. 

who  recovered. 

who  died. 

Broncho-pneumonia 

54 

8 

Bronchitis  

11 

— 

Enteritis  ,...*  

4 

— 

Otorrhoea  

4 

— 

Otitis  media  

1 

— 

Epistaxis  

Marasmus  

1 

— 

Conjunctivitis 

1 

— 

Convulsions  

Acute  mastoiditis 

\ 

2 

79 

10 

In  patients 

In  patients 

Onset  after  admission. 

who  recovered. 

who  died. 

Broncho-pneumonia 

19 

8 

Bronchitis 

18 

1 

Enteritis 

13 

2 

Otorrhoea 

4 

— 

Otitis  media  

7 

— 

Epistaxis 

2 

— 

Conjunctivitis 

3 

— 

Conjunctival  haemorrhage  

1 

— 

Convulsions  

2 

3 

Cerebral  haemorrhage 

1 

— 

70 

14 

Plus  complications  onset  before  admission  79 

10 

149 

24 

Of  the  482  patients  found  to  be  suffering  from  whooping  cough 
89  were  complicated  by  pneumonia,  and  of  these  16  died.  In  62  cases 
pneumonia  was  present  on  admission  to  hospital  and  in  27  pneumonia 
developed  while  the  patients  were  under  treatment. 

Amongst  the  whooping  cough  patients  24  deaths  occurred,  the  cause 


of  death  being  : — 

Whooping  cough  and  broncho-pneumonia  16 

Whooping  cough  and  convulsions  4 

Whooping  cough  and  enteritis  3 

Whooping  cough  and  bronchitis  .....  1 


Total 


24 


Table  showing  age  and  sex  of  whooping  cough  patients  : — 


Age  Group.  0-1 

1-2 

2-3 

3-4 

4-5 

5-10 

Totals 

Recovered  : 

Males 

66 

52 

40 

27 

17 

18 

220 

Females 

63 

65 

34 

29 

25 

22 

238 

Died  : 

Males 

6 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

9 

Females 

10 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15 

Total 

145 

124 

74 

56 

42 

41 

482 

Mortality  5-0%. 

Bronchitis 

Two  cases  notified  as  suffering  from  bronchitis  were  found  not  to  be 
suffering  from  any  disease. 

Actually  102  cases  of  bronchitis  were  treated  in  the  wards,  including  : 


Notified  as  pneumonia  2 

Notified  as  dysentery  1 

Notified  as  whooping  cough  71  (1  died) 

Notified  as  meningitis  5 

Admitted  for  observation  8 

Notified  as  measles  15 


Mortality  1*0%. 

Diarrhoea 

There  were  four  cases  notified  as  suffering  from  diarrhoea,  all  of 
which  were  revised  to  gastro-enteritis. 

There  was  one  case  of  diarrhoea  notified  as  miscellaneous  observation. 

Empyema 

One  case  was  admitted  notified  as  empyema  and  concurrent  measles. 

Encephalitis 

There  were  5 cases  of  notified  encephalitis,  four  of  which  required 
revision  of  diagnosis  as  follows  : — 


Influenza  2 

Tuberculous  meningitis  1 

Otitis  media  1 


The  case  of  tuberculous  meningitis  died. 

Actually  there  were  four  cases  of  encephalitis  treated  in  the  hospital 


including  : — 

Notified  as  pneumonia  1 

Notified  as  meningitis  2 


The  case  notified  as  pneumonia  died. 

Mortality  25%. 
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Enteric  Fever 


In  all  seventeen  cases  notified  as  enteric  fever  were  admitted,  and  of 
these  fifteen  required  revision  of  diagnosis  as  follows  : — 


Acute  rheumatic  pericarditis  1 

Tonsillitis  1 

Tuberculous  meningitis  1 

Rash  due  to  food 1 

Influenza  1 

Melaena  1 

Gastro-enteritis  5 

Dysentery  3 

No  evidence  of  any  disease  1 


15 

The  patient  with  tuberculous  meningitis  died. 

The  actual  number  of  enteric  patients  treated  was  three,  including  : — 

Notified  for  observation  1 

The  organisms  found  in  two  cases  were  B.  typhosus  and  in  one 
B.  paratyphosus  B. 

There  were  no  deaths. 


Influenza 

Only  one  notified  case  of  influenza  was  admitted  and  that  was  revised 
to  pneumonia. 

Actually  twenty  cases  of  influenza  were  treated  in  the  wards,  in 
g eluding  : — 


Notified  as  diphtheria  1 

Notified  as  meningitis  10 

Notified  as  encephalitis  2 

Notified  as  enteritis  1 

Notified  as  rubella  1 

Admitted  for  observation  5 


20 


There  were  no  deaths. 

Ludwig’s  Angina  • 

Only  three  cases  were  notified  as  Ludwig’s  angina  of  which  two  were 
revised  to  submental  adenitis  and  impetigo. 

There  were  five  actual  cases  treated  including  three  admitted  for 
observation  and  one  notified  as  diphtheria.  There  were  no  deaths. 
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Otitis  Media 

Under  this  heading  fourteen  cases  were  notified  of  which  three 
required  revision  of  diagnosis  : — 

Measles  and  mumps  1 

Tonsillitis  1 

Common  cold  1 


The  total  number  of  true  cases  of  otitis  media  was  thirty-nine 
including  : — 


Notified  as  scarlet  fever  

Notified  as  diphtheria 
Notified  as  whooping  cough 
Notified  as  measles 
Notified  as  meningitis 

Notified  as  encephalitis  

Notified  for  observation  


28 


All  cases  recovered. 


Pemphigus 

There  were  twenty-four  cases  notified  as  suffering  from  pemphigus 
of  these  sixteen  required  revision  of  diagnosis  : — 

Pneumonia  and  mastoiditis  1 (died) 

Pustular  rash  12 

Miliary  rash .....  1 

Pneumonia  and  prematurity  1 (died) 

Osteomyelitis  1 

16 


Included  in  the  total  of  nine  true  cases  of  pemphigus  was  one  notified 
as  measles.  There  were  no  deaths. 

Poliomyelitis 

There  were  nine  notified  cases  of  poliomyelitis,  of  which  three 
required  revision  of  diagnosis  : — 


Pneumococcal  meningitis 

Lobar  pneumonia 

Post  diphtheritic  paralysis 


(died) 


There  were  eight  true  cases  of  poliomyelitis,  including  : — 

Notified  as  meningitis  1 (died) 

Notified  as  pneumonia  1 


There  were  seven  cases  with  residual  paralysis. 

Mortality  12*5%. 


106 


Erysipelas 

Of  the  ninety-five  cases  notified  as  erysipelas  six  required  revision 
of  diagnosis  as  follows  : — 


Herpes  zoster  1 

Arthritis  of  knee  1 

Acne  and  seborrhoea  1 

Cellulitis  of  cheek 1 

Urticaria  1 

Oedema  of  glottis  and  septic  pharyngitis  1 (died) 


6 

The  number  of  cases  treated  in  the  wards  was  91  which  included 
one  case  notified  as  meningitis  and  one  as  scarlet  fever,  who  died. 

The  site  of  the  erysipelas  was  as  follows  : — 


Limbs  16 

Face  ' 73 

Face  and  scalp  2 


91 

The  principal  complications  occurred  as  follow  : — 


Abscesses  2 

Conjunctivitis  2 

Relapse  ....  2 

Urticaria  1 

Dermatitis 1 

Iritis,  keratitis  2 


10 


Of  the  total  86  patients  were  treated  with  serum  and  sulphonamides, 
two  with  serum  alone,  one  sulphonamides  alone  and  two  with  serum, 
sulphonamides  and  penicillin. 

Table  showing  age  and  sex  of  erysipelas  patients  : — 


Age  group  0-5 

5-10 

10-15 

15-25 

25-45 

Over  45 

Total. 

Recovered  : 

Males  * 3 

1 

2 

1 

18 

16 

41 

Females  2 

1 

1 

6 

18 

22 

50 

Totals  5 

2 

3 

7 

36 

38 

91 

Mortality  1*1%. 
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Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis 


The  total . number  of  notified  cases  of  meningitis  admitted  to  the 
wards  was  166,  but  of  these  126  required  revision  of  diagnosis  as  follows  : — ’ 


Pneumonia  5 

Encephalitis  2 

Influenzal  meningitis  5 (all  died) 

Pneumococcal  meningitis 6 (all  died) 

Streptococcal  meningitis 2 

Tuberculous  meningitis  14  (all  died) 

Sinusitis  1 

Bronchitis  5 

Common  cold  3 

Convulsions  6 

Influenza  - 10 

Acute  rheumatism  2 

Subarachnoid  haemorrhage  1 (died) 

Otitis  media  6 

Gastro-enteritis  6 (1  died) 

Pyelitis  1 

Tonsillitis  10 

Bronchiectasis  and  cerebral  abscess  3 (died) 

Erysipelas  1 

Measles  1 

Dysentery  5 

Malaria  1 

Scarlet  fever  1 

Mumps  1 

Poliomyelitis  1 

Impetigo  2 

Fibrositis  1 

Subdural  abscess 1 (died) 

Spastic  diplegia  1 

Cerebral  haemorrhage  3 (died) 

Vincent’s  angina  1 

Peritonitis 1 (died) 

Rubella  1 

Pyrexia  of  unknown  origin  4 

Meningismus  5 

No  evidence  of  any  disease  7 

Total  126 


The  actual  number  of  cases  treated  was  42  which  included  : — 


Notified  as  scarlet  fever 1 

Notified  as  gastro-enteritis  1 (died) 
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2 


The  chief  complications  were  : — 


Deafness  2 

Concurrent  mastoiditis  1 

Septicaemia  1 (died) 

Squint  1 


5 

There  were  six  deaths  altogether  from  cerebro-spinal  meningitis. 

Mortality  14*3%. 


Mumps 

Patients  notified  as  suffering  from  mumps  totalled  sixty-two,  of 
which  eight  required  revision  of  diagnosis  : — 


No  evidence  of  disease  1 

Appendicitis  1 

Adenitis  3 

Dysentery  1 

Impetigo  1 

Fractured  mandible  1 


8 

Actually  sixty-two  cases  of  mumps  were  treated  in  the  hospital 
including  : — 


Notified  as  whooping  cough  1 

Notified  as  meningitis  1 

Notified  as  diphtheria  3 

Admitted  for  observation  3 


8 

There  were  no  deaths. 

Chickenpox 

A total  number  of  190  cases  were  notified  as  suffering  from  chickenpox; 
ol  these  11  required  revision  of  diagnosis  as  follow  : — 


Enteritis  1 

Impetigo  3 

Septic  spots  2 

Scabies  2 

Dysentery 1 

Bronchitis 1 

Secondary  syphilis  1 
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In  all  185  true  cases  of  chickenpox  were  treated  including  one  notified 
as  scarlet  fever,  and  one  admitted  for  observation.  v 

The  concurrent  infections  were  as  follow  : — 


Concurrent  measles  1 

Concurrent  whooping  cough  3 

Concurrent  scarlet  fever  1 

Concurrent  mumps  .....  1 


6 

There  were  two  deaths,  one  from  chickenpox  and  concurrent  gastro- 
enteritis and  intussusception,  and  one  chickenpox  and  concurrent  tuber- 
culous meningitis  and  miliary  tuberculosis. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

The  number  of  patients  admitted  under  this  heading  was  47,  the 
causes  being  : — 

Sepsis  and  pulmonary  embolus  . 

Phlebitis 
Subinvolution 
Chronic  vaginal  discharge 

Puerperal  sepsis  

Empyema  

Pyelitis 

Breast  engorgement  and  abscess 

Tonsillitis  

Rheumatism 

Bronchitis  

Femoral  thrombosis 
Common  cold 

Pelvimetritis  

Scarlet  fever  

Pyrexia  of  unknown  origin 
No  evidence  of  any  disease 

48 


1 (died) 

4 

5 
1 

7 
1 
3 

8 
1 
1 
1 

2 
1 

2 

8 

1 


The  total  number  of  48  included  one  patient  admitted  for  observation. 

Mortality,  2'1%. 
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Rubella 

Altogether  32  cases  were  notified  as  suffering  from  rubella  and  of 
these  fifteen  were  revised  as  follows  : — 


Scarlet  fever  3 

Measles  7 

Drug  rash  1 

Influenza  1 

Erythema  of  unknown  origin  1 

No  evidence  of  any  disease  2 


15 

There  were  31  true  cases  of  rubella  including  : — 


Notified  as  diphtheria  1 

Notified  as  scarlet  fever  1 

Notified  as  measles  9 

Notified  as  meningitis  1 

Admitted  for  observation  2 


14 

There  were  no  deaths. 

Septicaemia 

There  was  one  case  notified  as  septicaemia  which  was  confirmed  ; 
the  patient  recovered. 

I Vincent’s  Angina 

Of  the  twenty-eight  cases  notified  as  Vincent’s  angina  twenty-one 
required  revision  of  diagnosis  as  follows  : — 


Stomatitis  12 

Tonsillitis  3 

Gingivitis  1 

Measles  5 


21 


There  were  forty-three  true  cases  of  Vincent’s  angina  including  : — 

Notified  as  meningitis  1 

Admitted  for  observation  4 

Notified  as  diphtheria  31 

36 


One  case  of  Vincent’s  angina  had  concurrent  measles. 
There  were  no  deaths. 
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Pneumonia 

There  were  twenty  notified  cases  of  pneumonia  of  which  twelve 
required  a revision  of  diagnosis  as  follows  : — 

Gastro-enteritis  1 

Whooping  cough  5 

Encephalitis  1 (died) 

Common  cold  1 

Poliomyelitis  1 

Bronchitis  .....  2 

Dysentery  1 

12 

The  actual  number  of  cases  treated  was  forty-seven  which  included  : 

Notified  as  dysentery  1 

Notified  as  whooping  cough  16  (5  died) 

Notified  as  measles  4 (1  died) 

Notified  as  meningitis  5 

Notified  as  influenza  1 

Notified  as  pemphigus  2 (both  died) 

Notified  as  poliomyelitis  1 

Admitted  for  observation  9 

39 

Mortality,  17-0%. 

Miscellaneous  Observations 

There  were  1,094  cases  admitted  to  the  wards  for  observation  and 
they  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  : — 

Bronchitis  8 

Chickenpox  3 

Diarrhoea  1 

Diphtheria 8 

Dysentery 141 

Enteric  fever  1 

Gastro-enteritis  386 

Influenza  5 

Ludwig’s  angina  3 

Measles  18 

Meningitis  1 

Mumps  3 

Otitis  media  9 

Pneumonia  9 

Puerperal  pyrexia  1 

Rubella  2 

Scarlet  fever  2 

Vincent's  angina  4 

Whooping  cough  9 

Other  conditions  480 

1094 
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The  480  other  conditions  included  the  following  : — 


Tonsillitis  

Quinsy 

Stomatitis  and  gingivitis 
Upper  respiratory  tract  infections 

Injuries  

Septic  skin  conditions  

Other  skin  conditions 

Septic  fingers  ‘ 

Infection  of  areolar  tissue 
Appendicitis 

Infective  hepatitis 

Pleurisy  

Urinary  tract  infection  

Malignant  disease 

Acute  rheumatism 

Chronic  rheumatism  

Mastitis 

Secondary  syphilis 
Malaria 

Gastritis  

Constipation 

Headache  

No  evidence  of  disease 
Babies  accompanying  mothers  .... 
Mothers  accompanying  babies  .... 
Other  conditions  


146 

60 

17 

10 

16 

12 

15 

15 

7 

7 

16 

5 

4 

3 

2 

6 

4 

2 

2 

2 

3 

2 

20 

52 

23 

29 

Total  480 


Gastro-enteritis 

A total  number  of  561  cases  of  gastro-enteritis  were  treated,  including 
151  cases  notified  as  dysentery  which  gave  negative  results  on  bacterio- 
logical examination.  There  were  51  deaths. 


The  age  incidence  was  as  follows  : — 


Case  Mortality. 


Up  to  6 months 

164  of  which  38  died 

23-2% 

6 months — 1 year 

98 

..  11  .. 

11-2% 

1 — 2 years 

115 

0 

0% 

2 — 3 years 

50 

» 1 .. 

2% 

3 — 4 years 

23 

0 

0% 

4 — 5 years 

7 

0 .. 

0% 

5 — 10  years 

16 

..  0 

0% 

Over  10  years 

88 

1 

1*1% 

Total 

561 

51  „ 

9-1% 

Complications  occurred  as  follow  : — 


Otitis  media  31  (9  deaths) 

Mastoiditis  ......  ;....  8 (6  deaths) 

Broncho-pneumonia  17  (13  deaths) 

Bronchitis  14 

Convulsions  1 (1  death) 

Eczema  2 (1  death) 

Meningitis  1 (1  death) 

Toxaemia  1 (1  death) 

Thrush  1 (1  death) 

Subcutaneous  abscess 3 

Septic  spots  6 

Impetigo  4 

Rhinitis  4 

Conjunctivitis  1 

Stomatitis  1 

Labial  herpes  1 

Vaginitis  1 

Phlebitis  1 

98 


There  were  three  cases  of  gastro-enteritis  with  concurrent  chicken  pox  ; 
one  concurrent  measles  and  one  cross  infection  with  measles. 

Dysentery 

Admitted  to  the  hospital  were  329  notified  as  suffering  from  dysentery; 
of  these  157  were  finally  diagnosed  as  suffering  from  other  complaints  as 


follows  : — 

Gastro-enteritis  151 

Colitis  2 (1  died) 

Intussusception  1 (died) 

Pneumonia  1 

Bronchitis  1 

No  evidence  of  any  disease  1 

157 


Actually  318  cases  of  dysentery  were  treated  in  the  wards  of  the 
hospital  during  the  year,  of  whom  131  were  admitted  for  observation  ; 
five  were  notified  as  measles,  five  as  meningitis,  three  as  enteric  fever 
one  as  chickenpox  and  one  as  pneumonia. 

The  responsible  organisms  were  isolated  as  follow  : — 


B,  dysentery  Sonne  186 

B.  dysentery  Flexner  31 

B.  paracolon  25 

B.  Morgan!  22  • 

B.  Newcastle  19 

B.  salmonella,  montevideo  12 

B.  salmonella  typhi-murium  10 

B.  proteus  7 

Amoeba  histolytica  5 

Atypical 1 


318 
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i In  fifteen  cases  two  different  organisms  were  isolated  on  different 
I occasions,  and  in  four  cases  three  different  organisms. 

Two  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to  dysentery,  one  in  a child  of 
one  month  old,  suffering  from  sonne  dysentery  and  one  in  a soldier 
: suffering  from  amoebic  dysentery  with  liver  abscess  and  intestinal  ulcer- 
ation. 

Mortality  0-6%. 


Table  showing  age  and  sex  of  dysentery  cases  : — 


.\ge  Group 

0-1 

1-2 

2-3 

3-4 

4-5 

5-10  Over  10 

Total 

Male 

34 

48 

19 

13 

14 

11  22 

161 

Female 

36 

27 

17 

10 

8 

9 50 

157 

Totals 

70 

75 

36 

23 

22 

20  72 

318 

Summary  of  Miscellaneous  Diseases 

No.  of 
cases 

Diag- 

nosis 

Notified 
as  another 

A ctual 
No.  of 

Died 

Case 

Measles  

notified. 

876 

revised. 

94 

disease. 

81 

cases. 

863 

13 

Mortality. 

1-5% 

Whooping  cough 

602 

145 

25 

482 

24 

5-0% 

Bronchitis 

2 

2 

102 

102 

1 

1-0% 

Diarrhoea 

4 

4 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Empyema 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Encephalitis 

5 

4 

3 

4 

1 

25-0% 

Enteric  fever 

17 

15 

1 

3 

— 

— 

Influenza 

1 

1 

19 

19 

— 

— 

Ludwig’s  angina 

3 

2 

3 

4 

— 

— 

Otitis  media 

14 

3 

24 

35 

— 

— 

Pemphigus 

24 

16 

1 

9 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

9 

3 

2 

8 

1 

12-5% 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

47 

— 

1 

’ 48 

1 

2-1% 

Rubella  ■ 

32 

15 

14 

31 

— 

— 

Septicaemia 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Vincent’s  angina 

28 

21 

36 

43 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

20 

12 

39 

47 

8 

17-0% 

Erysipelas 

95 

6 

2 

91 

1 

M% 

Meningitis 

166 

126 

2 

42 

6 

14-3% 

Mumps  

62 

8 

8 

62, 

— 

— 

Chickenpox 

190 

11 

4 

185 

2 

M% 

Dysentery 

329 

157 

146 

318 

2 

0*6% 

Miscellaneous 
observations  

684 

_ 







Gastro-enteritis 

410 

— 

151 

561 

51 

9-1% 

Totals 

3,622 

645 

665 

2,960 

111 
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Operations 

During  the  year  eighty-four  operations  were  performed  in  the  theatre  : 


Incisions  of  abscesses  (including  3 sub-dural)  21 

Abdominal  operations  20 

Mastoidectomies  15 

Tonsils  and  adenoids  removed  5 

Gynaecological  2 

Empyema  drainage  .....  2 

Circumcision  1 

Iridectomy  1 

Myringotomy  1 

Sigmoidoscopy  1 

Miscellaneous  (minor)  15 

Total  84 


The  surgeons  attended  on  sixty-six  occasions  to  perform  the  above 
operations,  as  follows  : — Mr.  Quinet,  31  ; Mr.  Walker,  8 ; Mr.  McMillan,  8 ; 
Mr.  Strong,  6 ; Mr.  Fauset  Welsh,  5 ; Mr.  Page,  5 ; Mr.  Scott  Mason,  2 ; 
and  Mr.  Tree,  1.  They  also  attended  on  many  occasions  when  no  operations 
were  performed. 

The  fifteen  minor  miscellaneous  operations  were  performed  by  the 
resident  staff. 


Staff  Prophylaxis 

All  members  of  the  nursing  staff  were  schick  and  dick  tested  soon 
after  entering  the  hospital. 


Dick  and  schick  tested  125 

Dick  negative  and  schick  negative  49 

Dick  positive  and  schick  positive  22 

Dick  positive  and  schick  negative  16 

Dick  negative  and  schick  positive  38 

Total  125 

Schick  positive  60 

Acquired  immunity  after  treatment  43 

Left  before  complete  7 

Required  further  course  before  negative  9 

Course  not  yet  complete  1 

Total  60 
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Dick  positive  38 

Acquired  immunity  after  treatment  22 

Left  before  complete  9 

Required  further  course  before  negative  3 

Developed  scarlet  fever  before  re-tested  1 

Course  not  yet  complete  ' 3 

Total  38 


In  addition  the  existing  members  of  the  staff  are  tested  at  six-monthly 
intervals. 

Forty  nurses  were  immunised  against  enteric  fever. 

Sickness  Amongst  the  Staff  during  1945 


Diphtheria 2 

Scarlet  fever  1 

Cold  29 

Tonsillitis  22 

Septic  fingers  21 

Diarrhoea  13 

Cuts  and  bruises  10 

Influenza  8 

Burns  and  scalds  6 

Jaundice  6 

Boils  4 

Measles  4 

Dysentery  and  enteritis  4 

Infective  hepatitis 2 

Mumps  2 

Rubella  2 

Tuberculosis  1 

T.B.  peritonitis  . 1 

Sprains  5 

Upper  respiratory  infections  13 

Miscellaneous  42 

Total  198 


Apart  from  the  above,  seven  operations  were  performed  upon  the 
staff  including  three  appendicectomies,  two  gynaecological  and  two  minor 
operations. 
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Laboratory  Report 

The  following  table  contains  a summary  of  the  work  conducted  in  the 


hospital  laboratory  : — 

EXAMINATIONS 

For  ; — Number. 

B.  diphtheria  Positive  849 

B.  diphtheria  Negative  4,177 

Streptococci  Positive  581 

Streptococci  Negative  1,068 

Vincent’s  angina  Positive  46 

Vincent’s  angina  Negative  87 

Organisms  other  than  streptococci  35 

Bacteriological  examination  of  faeces  903 


Bacteriological  examination  of  cerebro-spinal  fluid  323 

Chemical  and  cytological  examination  of  cerebro-spinal 


fluid  884 

Blood,  all  examinations  7 

Urine,  bacteriological  9 

Urine,  chemical  qualitative  1,250 

Urine,  microscopical  deposit  458 


Tubercle  bacilli  in  sputum  positive  2 

Tubercle  bacilli  in  sputum  negative  12 

Total  10,691 

PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS 

General  Outline  of  Facilities  Available  in  the  City 

The  arrangements  continue  substantially  on  the  lines  and  over  the 
same  range  of  services  as  immediately  before  the  war,  except  that  the 
war  bonus  and  allowance  have  been  merged,  as  the  bonus  had  remained 
fairly  stable  for  a considerable  period. 

The  number  of  Birmingham  residents  on  the  blind  register  at  the  end 
of  1945  was  633  males  and  660  females,  a total  of  1,293,  which  is  nineteen 
less  than  at  the  end  of  1944. 

REPORT  ON  TUBERCULOSIS 

By  Dr.  J.  E.  Geddes,  Chief  Clinical  Tuberculosis  Officer. 

The  Public  Health  Committee  maintain  a single  dispensary  centrally 
situated  in  the  City,  and  provide  747  beds  in  four  sanatoria  for  the  treat- 
ment of  all  forms  of  tuberculosis  in  adults  and  children. 


The  beds  are  allocated  as  follows  : — 

Men  Women  Children  Total 

City  Sanatorium,  Yardley  Green 

Road  214  126  69  409* 

West  Heath  Sanatorium 63  87  — 150 

Romsley  Hill  Sanatorium  75  45  — 120* 

Salterley  Grange  Sanatorium  38  30  — 68 


* Inclusive  of  36  observation  beds  in  the  City  Sanatorium,  Yardley,  and 
32  beds  in  the  Romsley  Hill  Sanatorium  rented  to  other  authorities. 
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During  1945  the  normal  complement  of  sanatorium  beds  was  again 
available  but  20  beds  in  the  Romsley  Hill  Sanatorium  were  closed  during 
August  because  of  shortage  of  staff. 

The  number  of  patients  awaiting  admission  and  the  duration  of 
treatment  during  1945  are  shown  in  the  following  statement  : — 


Average  number  of 
patients  on  waiting 
list  each  month. 

Men  34 

Women  66 

Children  18 


Average  period  Average  duration 

on  of 

waiting  list.  Sanatorium  treatment. 

9 weeks  125  days 

15  „ 148 

17  „ 333 


These  are  unsatisfactory  records.  The  average  waiting  period  through- 
out the  year  was  96  days,  and  with  the  present  major  and  apparently 
insurmountable  difficulties  in  the  recruitment  of  staff  the  position  will 
inevitably  deteriorate.  Without  prompt  treatment  all  other  measures 
directed  towards  the  control  of  tuberculosis  will  fail.  Early  detection  of 
lung  tuberculosis  by  mass  radiography  and  by  the  work  of  the  medical 
practitioner  is  valueless  if  treatment  is  delayed.  Rehabilitation  denotes 
optimism  regarding  the  outcome  of  treatment,  but  the  promise  of  a good 
result  is  gone  if  the  patient  spends  weeks  and  months  on  the  waiting  list. 
The  time  is  approaching  and  will  surely  come  when  the  whole  structure 
of  the  service  will  collapse  unless  an  immediate  improvement  in  the  re- 
cruitment of  nurses  develops. 

Further  beds  are  necessary  and  these  to  a total  additional  number 
of  909  will  be  provided  if  a scheme  now  approved  by  the  Public  Health 
Committee  is  accepted  by  the  City  Council.  The  provision  of  these  beds 
is  one  part  of  the  problem  ; the  other  and  more  formidable  is  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  requisite  staff. 

The  recent  alteration  in  salaries  and  the  attention  being  given  to 
the  conditions  of  employment  are  likely  to  prove  a distinct  attraction 
and  advantage.  These,  however,  will  probably  be  inadequate  unless  the 
sanatorium  student  nurse  has  direct  access,  following  an  appropriate 
period  of  training,  to  the  general  register.  Supplementary  registers  have 
their  place  in  the  post-graduate  training  of  the  nurse  but  as  an  alternative 
form  of  graduation  they  are  anomalous  and  should  be  abolished.  The 
curriculum  for  State  registration  should  be  simplified  to  allow  of  the  intro- 
duction of  approved  schemes  in  the  special  hospitals  supported  by  a short 
rota  of  service  in  the  general  hospital.  The  clamant  need  of  the  moment 
is  to  associate  all  hospitals  concerned  with  the  training  of  the  student 
nurse,  and  by  simplification  of  the  curriculum  for  general  training  bring 
registration  within  the  reach  of  those  girls  who,  by  inclination  and  practical 
ability,  if  not  by  academic  distinction,  are  fully  competent  to  nurse  the 
sick. 
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It  is  a communal  misfortune  that  a service,  upon  which  the  public 
health  so  significantly  depends,  will  inevitably  falter  if  it  prove  impossible 
to  recruit  from  a population  of  over  a million  the  500  nurses  necessary 
to  maintain  the  work  of  the  Sanatoria. 

Notifications 

The  notification  rate  during  1945  for  all  forms  of  tuberculosis  was 
1-36  per  1,000  population,  a decrease,  in  comparison  with  the  figures  for 
1944,  of  23  cases  or  0-02  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

In  comparison  with  1944  the  pulmonary  rate  has  increased  by  3 cases 
or  0*003  per  1,000  of  the  population,  and  the  non-pulmonary  rate  has 
decreased  by  26  or  0*02  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

Mortality 

The  mortality  rate  during  1945  from  all  forms  of  tuberculosis  was 
0*76  per  1,000  population,  which  represents  in  comparison  with  1944  a 
decrease  of  33  deaths,  or  0*03  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

The  pulmonary  mortality  rate  was  0*68  and  the  non-pulmonary 
rate  0*08  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

The  number  of  cases  and  deaths  occurring  in  past  years  is  shown  in 
the  following  tables  : — 


TUBERCULOSIS  (All  forms) 


New 

Cases 

1901 — 1910  (average)  — 


1911—1920  „ — 

1921—1930  „ 1,824 

1931—1935  „ 1,459 

1936  1,136 

1937  1,119 

1938  1,209 

1939  1,036 

1940  1,049 

1941  1,073 

1942  1,257 

1943  1,239 

1944  1,371 

1945  1,348 
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Rate 

per  1,000 

Deaths 

Death-rate 
per  1,000 

Population 

1.309 

Population 

1-65 

— 

1,284 

1*46 

1-91 

1,031 

1-08 

1-43 

928 

0-91 

1*10 

805 

0*78 

1-07 

836 

0*80 

M5 

813 

0-78 

0*98 

885 

0*84 

1*03 

855 

0*84 

M3 

850 

0*90 

1-30 

833 

0*86 

1-28 

750 

0-78 

1-38 

782 

0-79 

1*36 

749 

0-76 

The  relative  prevalence  and  mortality  from  pulmonary  and  other  . 
forms  of  tuberculosis  are  shown  in  the  two  subsequent  tables  : — 


PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS 


Rate 

Death-rate 

New 

per  1,000 

Deaths 

per  1,000 

Cases 

Population 

Population 

1901—1910  (average) 

— 

— 

993 

1-25 

1911—1920 

. — 

— 

1,059 

1-20 

1921—1930 

1,533 

1-61 

892 

0*94 

1931—1935 

1,225 

1-20 

824 

. 0-80 

1936  

962 

0-93 

734 

0-71 

1937  

965 

0-93 

756 

0-72 

1938  

1,011 

0-96 

732 

0-70 

1939  

863 

0-82 

808 

0-77 

1940  

899 

0-88 

786 

0-77 

1941  

922 

0-97 

768 

0-81 

1942  

1,069 

Ml 

745 

0-77 

1943  

1,106 

M4 

681 

0-71 

1944  

1.190 

1-20 

696 

0*70 

1945  

1,193 

1-21 

671 

0-68 

NON-PULMONARY 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Rate 

Death  rate 

New 

per  1,000 

Deaths 

per  1,000 

Cases 

Population 

Population 

1901 — 1910  (average) 

— 

— 

317 

0-40 

1911—1920 

— 

— 

224 

0-26 

1921—1930 

290 

0-31 

139 

0-14 

1931—1935 

234 

0-23 

104 

0-10 

1936  

174 

0-17 

71 

0-07 

1937  

154 

0-15 

80 

0-08 

1938  

198 

0-19 

81 

0-08 

1939  

173 

0-16 

77 

0-07 

1940  

150 

0-15 

69 

0-07 

1941  

' 151 

0-16 

82 

0-09 

1942  

188 

0-19 

88 

0-09 

1943  

133 

0-14 

69 

0-07 

1944  

181 

0-18 

86 

0-09 

1945  

155 

0-16 

78 

0-08 

The  localisation  of  the  disease  in  the  case  of  the  78  deaths  from  non- 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  is  shown  in  statement  (a),  and  an  analysis 
according  to  sex  and  age  of  all  notifications  and  deaths  is  given  in  state- 
ment (b). 

(«) 

Tuberculous  meningitis  ^ ....  33 

Abdominal  tuberculosis  ....  ... . 8 

Bone  and  joint  tuberculosis  8 

Disseminated  tuberculosis  23 

Tuberculosis  of  other  organs  6 
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{b)  PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS 

Male  Female 

Age  Cases  Deaths  Cases  Deaths 

0—  4 1 5 3 

1— 2  13  4 6 — 

3—4  16  5 7 2 

5—14  33  7 26  4 

15—24  151  43  188  63 

25—44  284  155  170  94 

45-64  193  180  48  41 

65—74  31  48  12  16 

75  and  above  2 4 4 1 


727  447  466  224 


Total  Cases,  1,193  ; Total  Deaths,  671 

NON-PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS 

Male  Female 

Age  Cases  Deaths  Cases  Deaths 

0—  11  4 4 

1— 2  6 2 10  5 

3—4  8 3 5 5 

5—14  19  6 12  6 

15—24  18  7 20  10 

25—44  17  11  22  5 

45—64  5 4 7 6 

65—74  _ 2 11 

75  and  above  — — — — 

74  36  81  42 


Total  Cases,  155  ; Total  Deaths,  78 

Grand  Totals  : Cases  1,348 

Deaths  749 

NOTIFICATION  RATE 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

The  number  of  new  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  notified  during 
1945  is  the  highest  recorded  figure  since  1933,  and  is  330  (38-2%)  above 
the  notification  rate  for  1939. 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

The  number  of  new  cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  notified 
during  1945  is  18  or  10*4%  below  the  notification  figure  for  1939  and 
5 or  3T%  below  the  average  incidence  for  the  first  five  years  of  the  war. 

Non-Notification 

The  number  of  deaths  from  non-notified  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
was  36  or  5-4%  and  from  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  10  or  12-8%. 
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The  percentage  of  non-notified  deaths  from  all  forms  of  tuberculosis 
was  therefore  6*1  ; but  in  23  cases  the  diagnosis  was  established  following 
an  autopsy,  and  the  corrected  figure  is  3%  of  the  total  deaths  from  all 
forms  of  tuberculosis.  The  comparable  figure  for  1944  was  2*9%. 

MORTALITY  RATE 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

In  contrast  with  the  figures  of  notification  the  death  rate  from 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  is  the  lowest  yet  recorded.  This  low  rate,  with  the 
progressive  increase  in  notifications  during  the  war,  may  reflect  a welcome 
tendency  to  initiate  treatment  at  an  earlier  stage.  Comparative  figures 
are  given  in  a later  section  of  the  report. 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

The  mortality  rate  from  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  does  not  show 
any  particular  change  and  has  remained  approximately  at  this  figure 
over  the  past  10  years. 

These  figures  of  notification  and  mortality  rates  do  not  reveal  any 
particular  change  from  the  corresponding  figures  for  1944.  There  is  no 
alteration  in  the  age  incidence  or  in  the  death  rates  in  any  particular 
age  group  that  warrants  comment. 

WAR  CONDITIONS  AND  TUBERCULOSIS  IN  BIRMINGHAM 

The  effect  of  war  conditions  on  the  incidence  of  and  mortality  from 
tuberculosis  deserves  consideration  and  assessment.  The  general  position 
is  as  shown  in  the  following  section. 

These  graphs  are  of  interest.  They  show  the  regular  increase  in  the 
number  of  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  notified  each  year  during  the 
war  without  any  concurrent  disturbance  of  the  mortality  rate.  That  is  a 
fact  of  encouraging  significance. 

The  number  of  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  notified  during 
1945  was  330  or  38-2%  above  the  notification  rate  for  1939.  That  is  a 
formidable  increase,  but  an  assessment  of  the  effect  of  war  conditions  on 
the  incidence  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  must  also  recognise  the  interrup- 
tion of  the  downward  trend  in  notifications  during  the  years  prior  to  the 
war.  The  proper  comparison  should  therefore  be  between  the  present 
incidence  and  the  incidence  if  the  pre-war  improvement  had  been  main- 
tained or  substantially  maintained.  The  average  annual  reduction  in  the 
number  of  notifications  from  1933-1939  was  66,  and  if  that  improvement 
had  been  maintained  by  even  25%  of  the  average  reduction,  the  incidence 
for  1945  would  have  been  96  or  11%  below  the  rate  for  1939.  The  actual 
rate  of  incidence  is  therefore  426  or  55*5%  above  the  probable  rate  if  the 
war  conditions  had  not  intervened. 

That  is  the  measure  of  the  adverse  and  retarding  effect  of  the  war 
on  the  prevalence  and  prevention  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  and  of  the 
extent  of  the  present  problem. 
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NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  FROM  PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS 


'During  the  last  war  (1914-1918)  there  was  a regular  increase  in  the 
death  rate  from  lung  tuberculosis  until  1918,  when  the  rate  was  half  as 
much  again  as  in  1914.  The  position  now  is  very  different  and  it  is  mani- 
festly more  satisfactory. 

The  mortality  rate  has  steadily  declined  (Graph  A (Y))  and  by  1945 
had  reached  the  lowest  recorded  level,  at  137  or  17%  below  the  figure 
for  1939. 

During  the  years  1933  to  1939  the  average  percentage  of  deaths  to 
notifications  each  year  was  74,  and  during  1939  the  ratio  had  reached 
the  unsatisfactory  figure  of  93%. 

During  the  years  1940  to  1945  the  average  percentage  of  deaths  to 
notifications  each  year  was  69  and  during  1945  had  reached  the  compara- 
tively satisfactory  figure  of  56%. 

These  figures  are  of  particular  interest  and  suggest  that  the  individual 
significance  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  is  now  less  unfavourable.  An 
environment  of  darkness  and  overcrowding  was  common  during  the  early 
years  of  the  war  and  would  be  a cause  of  dissemination  of  tuberculous 
infection.  The  notification  rates  furnish  the  evidence  of  that  infection  and 
a rising  death  rate  would  have  appeared  an  almost  inevitable  sequel.  The 
reverse  has  occurred.  The  mortality  figure  is  down  by  137  cases  and  there 
is  in  that  result  compensation  both  for  the  individual  and  the  community. 

The  phenomenon  of  resistance  to  tuberculous  infection  is  intricate, 
but  despite  the  stresses  and  deprivations  of  war  time  the  “ resistance  ” 
of  the  population  has  apparently  not  been  heavily  impaired.  Nutritional 
standards  have  been  maintained  and  the  contribution  made  by  the 
rational  distribution  of  food  has  been  significant  and  beneficial.  This, 
with  the  introduction  of  schemes  for  the  prompt  detection  of  the  early 
case,  may  well  have  had  an  important  effect  on  this  favourable  trend 
of  the  mortality  rate. 

The  following  graphs  (B,  C,  D and  E)  show  the  comparative  incidence 
of  and  mortality  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  in  broad  age  groups  during 
1939  and  1945.  In  neither  year  is  any  reliable  information  available  as 
to  numbers  in  the  age  groups  shown,  although  the  1945  population  would 
be  lower  than  1939  for  the  age  groups  15  to  44  because  of  the  calls  of 
military  service. 
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Children 

These  graphs  (B  and  C)  show  the  comparative  insignificance  of 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  in  the  child  when  considered  in  relation  to  the 
mass  of  disease  in  the  adult.  At  the  same  time,  however,  they  reveal  the 
considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
in  children  between  1939  and  1945,  and  although  the  numbers  are  small 
the  importance  of  these  figures  as  a measure  of  the  stress  to  which  the  child 
population  has  been  subjected  is  none  the  less  significant.  The  graphs 
show  that  in  1939,  53  children  under  the  age  of  15  were  notified  whilst 
the  corresponding  figure  for  1945  is  110,  or  112%  above  the  1939  figure. 
Men  and  Women 

The  increase  in  the  occurrence  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  in  men  has, 
with  the  exception  of  the  25-34  group,  been  fairly  evenly  distributed, 
but  in  women  the  greatest  proportional  increase  has  fallen  on  those  in 
the  age  groups  25-34  and  35-44,  where  the  combined  increase  in  the 
number  of  cases  is  58  or  51-8%  above  the  1939  figure.  The  demand  for 
labour  has  been  responsible  for  the  dual  burden  of  household  responsi- 
bilities and  industrial  occupation  borne  by  many  of  the  women  within 
these  groups,  and  that  may  have  been  a decisive  factor  in  the  considerable 
disturbance  in  the  incidence  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

Graphs  D and  E make  plain  the  considerable  decrease  in  the  mortality 
rate  of  adults  and  identify  the  decrease  with  each  age  group,  except  the 
35-44  and  65-plus  groups  in  women  and  the  65-plus  group  in  men. 

The  reduction  in  the  age  groups  (male  and  female)  35-44  and  45-54 
is  less  than  in  the  younger  adults,  and  these  figures  again  suggest  that 
normal  duties  in  the  home  or  factory  augmented  by  ancillary  responsi- 
bilities have  combined  to  exact  a not  inconsiderable  toll  from  those 
who  have  made  that  dual  contribution  to  the  war  effort. 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  the  decrease  in  the  mortality  rate  in 
women  has  been  impressive  in  the  15-24  and  25-34  groups — groups  in 
which  the  mortality  rate  has  been  high  and  has  not  shown  any  particular 
amelioration  during  the  past  20  years. 

The  effect  of  the  war  on  the  tuberculosis  problem  has  been  con- 
siderable. It  has  left  a formidable  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
respiratory  tuberculosis,  substantially  mitigated  by  a concurrent  and 
rather  unexpected  fall  in  the  death  rate. 

The  problem  now  is  to  bring  to  early  completion  all  measures  con- 
templated for  the  control  and  treatment  of  tuberculosis. 

Most  schemes  have  developed  with  high  efficiency  in  diagnosis  and 
treatment  but  with  haphazard  development  of  the  provision  for  after-care. 
That  is  a factor  of  great  importance,  for  what  is  gained  by  treatment  is 
often,  under  present  conditions,  dissipated  by  the  lack  of  provision  for 
the  proper  rehabilitation,  employment,  and  housing  of  the  tuberculous 
man  and  woman.  These  deficiencies  need  to  be  rectihed  if  the  Tuberculosis 
Department  is  to  attain  high  internal  efficiency  and  make  a full  contribu- 
tion to  the  maintenance  of  the  public  health. 
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ANTI-TUBERCULOSIS  CENTRE 


Senior  Assistant  Tuberculosis  Officer  : Dr.  J.  R.  D.  Todhunter. 

The  Anti-Tuberculosis  Centre  is  open  throughout  the  week,  on 
Saturdays  for  the  half  day  and  one  evening  session  is  held. 

The  medical  staff  of  the  centre,  with  the  exception  of  Dr.  Todhunter, 
who  is  responsible  for  the  immediate  direction  of  the  general  activities 
of  the  Anti-Tuberculosis  Centre,  are  also  responsible  for  the  administrative 
and  clinical  work  of  the  municipal  sanatoria. 

The  number  of  patients  on  the  tuberculosis  register  on  31st  December, 
194vS,  was  6,066  ; the  number  transferred  to  other  areas  during  the  year 
and  the  untraced  cases  numbered  124  ; the  number  transferred  to  this  area 
from  other  areas  and  the  untraced  cases  identified  was  33. 

During  the  year,  1,193  new  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were 
notified,  and  of  that  number  1,126  or  94*4%  were  examined  at  the  Centre. 

The  range  of  work  undertaken  at  the  centre  is  shown  in  the  following 


statement  : — 

Attendances  for  consultation  and  examination  10,933 

.\ttendances  for  supervision  and  treatment  1,001 

.\ttendances  for  X-ray  examination  15,610 

Attendances  for  artificial  pneumothorax  treatment  3,754 

Attendances  for  artificial  light  treatment  1,281 


32,579 


These  figures  show  no  material  alteration  in  comparison  with  the 
records  of  1944,  with  the  exception  of  an  increase  of  1,347  in  the  number 
of  attendances  for  radiological  examination.  The  routine  of  examination 
in  the  X-ray  Department  has  been  altered,  and  on  initial  examination 
radioscopy  has  been  replaced  by  radiography  for  each  patient.  This  has 
increased  the  work  in  the  department,  but  it  has  been  of  distinct  value, 
and  the  assistance  of  the  Senior  Radiographer  (Mr.  W.  E.  Smith)  and 
other  members  of  his  staff  must  be  acknowledged. 

The  following  tables  show  the  classification  of  patients  examined  at 
the  centre  during  the  year. 


Classification 

ADULTS  Initial  examination.  Mass  Re-examination. 

Newly  Radio-  Old  Contacts 

notified.  Contacts.  Suspects,  graphy  Cases.  and 

Pulmonary  : Suspects.  Suspects. 

Group  I 148  7 96  17  804  5 

Group  II  206  9 226  17  1,807  3 

Group  III  174  2 144  3 718  2 

Xon-Pulmonary  : 

Group  IV  45  _ 17  _ 164  — 

Xo  treatment  required  140  506  3,203  98  46  472 


713 

524 

3,686 

135 

3,539 

482 

131 


CHILDREN 


Pulmonary  ; 

Newly 

notified. 

Initial  examination. 

Contacts.  Suspects. 

Mass 

Radio- 

graphy 

Suspects. 

Re-examination. 

Old  Contacts 

Cases.  and 

Suspects. 

Group  I 

21 

22  22 

2 

199 

2 

Group  II 

3 

1 — 

— 

31 

— 

Group  III  

4 

— 2 

— 

14 

— 

Non-pulmonary  : 

Group  IV  ... . 

20 

1 5 

— 

t 77 

— 

No  treatment  required 

28 

418  641 

33 

15 

293 

76 

442 

670 

35 

336 

295 

Reference  has  been  made  in  previous  reports  to  the  large  proportion  ■ 
of  adult  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  which  on  initial  examination 
showed  evidence  of  advanced  disease.  The  figure  for  1943  was  368  or 
36-4%  ; for  1944  it  was  315  or  30-3%  ; for  1945  it  was  323  or  30-8%. 

The  rapid  evolution  of  the  disease  in  some  cases  and  an  insidious 
onset  with  negligible  symptoms  in  others,  may  operate  to  determine 
these  circumstances.  The  number  of  advanced  cases  should  respond 
favourably  to  measures  directed  towards  the  prompt  detection  of  the 
insidious  case.  Acute  tuberculosis  in  the  adolescent  and  the  young  adult  i 
may  well  be  an  expression  of  a late  primary  infection,  and  consequently  J 
the  protection  of  those  individuals  in  the  home  and  in  the  factory  from*  | 
the  known  positive  case  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  may  also  contribute  ■ 
significantly  to  the  solution  of  this  formidable  problem. 

Reference  has  been  made  in  a previous  section  to  the  reduction  in 
the  mortality  rate  from  respiratory  tuberculosis  during  the  war.  It  is  of 
interest  to  consider  in  the  light  of  these  records  and  of  the  number  of 
advanced  cases,  the  number  of  patients  referred  for  examination  whose 
lung  disease  was  early  and  where  sputum  if  present  was  negative. 

The  figures  are  as  follows  : — 

Group  I Percentage  I 

Total  Cases.  {sputum  negative)  of  Total  Cases.’ ^ 


1933  995  126  12*7 

1938  957  140  14*6 

1945  1,049  268  25-5 
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These  results  are  of  interest  and  may  mark  the  response  to  the  con- 
siderable endeavours  made  during  recent  years  to  bring  under  treatment 
cases  of  early  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

ADULTS 

Treatment  Recommended 


Initial  examination. 

Re-examination. 

Mass 

Newly 

Radio- 

Old 

Contacts 

notified. 

Contacts. 

Suspects. 

graphy 

Cases. 

and 

Suspects. 

Suspects. 

Sanatorium  treatment 

392 

18 

370 

29 

306 

6 

Dispensary  treatment 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Supervision  

Out-patient,  light 

71 

— 

22 

3 

729 

2 

treatment  

10 

1 

4 

— 

8 

— 

Artificial  pneumo- 

thorax treatment 

9 

— 

— 

— 

11 

— 

Domiciliary  treatment 

90 

— - 

89 

5 

1,662 

2 

No  treatment  required 

141 

505 

3,201 

98 

822 

472 

713 

524 

3,686 

135 

3,539 

482 

CHILDREN 
Initial  examination 


Newly 

notified 

Contacts 

Suspects 

Mass 

Radio- 

graphy 

Re-examination 

Old  Contacts 

Cases  and 

Sanatorium  treatment  ... 

37 

23 

26 

Suspects 

1 

16 

Suspects 

2 

Dispensary  treatment  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Supervision 

8 

1 

1 

— 

217 

— 

Out-patient  light  treatment  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Artificial  pneumo- 
thorax treatment  .. 

Domiciliary  treatment 

3 

— 

3 

1 

33 

— 

No  treatment  required 

28 

418 

640 

33 

69 

293 

76 

442 

670 

35 

336 

295 

Contacts 

The  records  which  have  been  submitted  from  this  department  for  a 
considerable  number  of  years  illustrate  the  value  accruing  from  the 
examination  of  contacts. 

The  concept  of  the  entire  household  as  the  smallest  effective  unit 
for  the  survey  requires,  if  the  work  is  to  be  properly  discharged,  the 
examination  and  re-examination  of  several  thousands  of  contacts  annually 
or  at  more  frequent  intervals.  The  amount  of  work  is  clearly  enormous, 
and  could  only  be  effectively  met  by  a large  medical  staff.  The  recently 
introduced  method  of  miniature  radiography  will  ultimately  be  used  for 
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the  examination  of  contacts,  and  a more  exact  control  obtained  of  a group 
of  the  population  whose  liability  to  infection  is  great  and  in  which  the 
incidence  of  tuberculosis  is  considerable.  The  Public  Health  Committee 
have  approved  the  installation  of  a miniature  radiography  unit  in  the 
Public  Health  Anti-Tuberculosis  Centre,  and  this  valuable  method  of 
control  will  be  brought  into  operation  as  soon  as  the  circumstances  are 
propitious. 

CONTACTS  EXAMINED  DURING  1945. 


Contacts  to  Contacts  to 

Total  No.  patients  with  patients  with 

of  cases  sputum  containing  negative 

0 to  5 years.  tubercle  bacilli  sputum 

Tuberculous  13  6-3%  8 61 -5%  5 38*5% 

Non-tuberculous  195  93-7%  101  51-8%  94  48-2% 


208  109  99 


6 10  years. 

Tuberculous  7 5%  5 71*4%  2 28*6% 

Non-tuberculous  134  95%  52  38*8%  82  61*2% 

141  57  84 

11  to  15  years. 

Tuberculous  2 1*7%  1 50%  1 50% 

Non-tuberculous  112  98-3%  62  55-4%  50  44-6% 


114  63  51 


16  years  and  over. 

Tuberculous  20  4%  11  55%  9 45% 

Non-tuberculous  483  96%  244  50*5%  239  49-5% 


503  255  248 


It  is  of  interest  to  compare  the  incidence  of  active  tuberculosis  in 
these  contacts  (11  years  and  above)  with  the  number  detected  under  the 
mass  radiography  scheme.  The  figures  are  3-6%  and  0*27%  respectively. 

Dental  Treatment 

The  part-time  services  of  a dental  surgeon  are  available  at  the  centre. 
The  treatment  is  conservative  in  type  but  patients  who  wish  to  provide 
their  own  dentures  can  do  so  under  advantageous  conditions  by  arrange- 
ment with  the  dental  surgeon.  -ttia 

The  following  statement  shows  the  work  undertaken  |jff| 


Extractions  259 

Scalings  and  fillings  19 

Dentures  21 
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Artificial  Light  Clinic 

The  number  of  patients  who  completed  a course  of  treatment  is 


shown  in  the  following  table  : — Adult  Adult 

males  females  Boys  Girls 

Bone  and  joint  tuberculosis  2 — — — 

Abdominal  tuberculosis  — 1 — — 

Cervical  adenitis  2 5 — 3 

Tuberculosis  of  other  organs  3 — 1 — 

7 6 13 


Work  of  the  Tuberculosis  Visitors 

There  are  ten  nurses  engaged  as  Tuberculosis  Visitors  in  the  depart- 
ment. The  visitors  are  concerned  with  the  domiciliary  welfare  of  the 
patient  ; the  range  of  their  duties  is  wide,  and  the  character  of  the  work 
varied.  It  is  their  primary  duty  to  make  enquiry  into  every  case  of  tuber- 
culosis, and  maintain  by  regular  visits  close  contact  with  the  patient  in 
his  home. 

After-care,  in  all  its  aspects,  is  the  concern  of  the  visitor,  and  an 
indication  of  the  scope  of  the  work  is  shown  in  the  following  statement. 

VISITS  PAID  BY  TUBERCULOSIS  VISITORS  DURING  1945 


Primary  visits  (to  new  cases) 1,639 

Routine  re-visits  21,664 

Special  visits  and  re-visits  7,663 


The  following  statement  gives  an  indication  of  certain  of  the  after- 
care activities  of  the  department  : — 


Beds  issued  214 

Chalets  provided  7 

Grants  of  food  made  72 

Grants  of  clothing  and  nursing  appliances  301 

Number  of  fares  paid  for  patients  95 

Allowances  granted  616 


(The  provision  of  chalets  is  governed  by  the  fitness  of  the  patient 
to  sleep  or  rest  unattended  for  prolonged  periods  out  of  doors). 

The  close  co-operation  existing  between  the  Anti-Tuberculosis 
serv'ice,  the  School  Medical  Officer’s  Department,  and  the  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Department,  is  welcome,  and  has  provided  opportunities 
for  the  after-care  service  to  be  widely  applied. 

Disinfection 

The  disinfection  of  1,510  houses  where  a member  of  the  family  had 
suffered  or  died  from  tuberculosis,  or  changed  his  or  her  address,  was  under- 
taken during  the  year. 
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Housing 

The  housing  problem  during  the  year  has  continued  to  be  a difficult 
one,  and  only  the  most  urgent  cases  have  been  referred  to  the  Estates 
Department.  The  restrictions  in  the  number  of  applications  submitted 
has  demanded  considerable  ingenuity  on  the  part  of  the  health  visitors 
in  advising  the  family  with  regard  to  the  best  use  of  existing  and  often 
inferior  accommodation. 

The  success  of  the  Anti-Tuberculosis  Service  is  intimately  related 
to  the  facilities  available  for  the  prevention  of  the  spread  of  infection, 
and  in  this  connection  the  provision  of  suitable  accommodation  for  the 
tuberculous  patient  and  his  family  is  of  primary  importance.  The  close 
liaison  which  has  existed  in  the  past  between  the  Tuberculosis  and  Estates 
Departments  has  been  material  to  the  proper  fulfilment  of  this  vital 
responsibility  but  the  present  shortage  of  houses  has  undermined  an 
integral  part  of  the  preventive  work  of  the  tuberculosis  service. 

The  records  of  colonies  with  village  settlements  for  the  tuberculous 
show  that  it  is  quite  exceptional  for  a member  of  the  family  of  a tuberculous 
adult  to  develop  clinical  tuberculosis.  The  incidence  of  tuberculosis  in 
the  families  of  adults  with  “ open  ’’  tuberculosis  in  the  City  is  in  the  region 
of  4%.  That  fact  emphasises  the  part  played  by  adverse  housing  condi- 
tions in  the  dissemination  of  tuberculous  infection.  Tuberculosis  is  an 
infectious  disease  and  housing  conditions  that  force  a tuberculous  patient 
to  share  a room  with  an  adult,  or,  as  frequently  happens  at  present  with  a 
child,  are  a violation  of  those  principles  of  segregation  which  are  auto- 
matically applied  in  other  infectious  diseases  but  neglected  in  tuberculosis. 

During  December,  1945,  there  were  4,379  adult  patients  on  the 
Tuberculosis  Register.  Of  that  number,  800  adults  with  a positive  sputum 
were  sharing  a bedroom  and  400  of  these  sharing  a bed  with 
another  adult  or  child.  At  the  present  time  there  are  therefore  800  or 
18-3%  of  the  tuberculous  population  improperly  housed.  These  are 
disquieting  records  and  the  effect  on  the  incidence  of  tuberculous  infection 
and  disease  in  the  City  is  plain  and  needs  no  elucidation. 

A standard  of  housing  for  the  tuberculous  should  be  established. 
It  should  be  strictly  applied  and  contain  as  an  inviolable  condition  the 
provision  of  a separate  bedroom  of  adequate  capacity  with  simple  equip- 
ment for  the  disposal  of  sputum  and  the  sterilisation  of  crockery.  Resi- 
dential colonies  which  require  the  removal  of  the  patient  and  his  family 
from  their  home  district  are  not  likely,  in  my  view,  to  solve  comprehen- 
sively this  most  complex  problem.  The  success  of  the  colony  has  been  due 
to  the  provision  of  satisfactory  conditions  of  employment  and  satisfactory 
conditions  in  the  home.  The  one  is  quite  valueless  without  the  other. 


136 


It  is  hoped  to  establish  a scheme  whereby  houses  would  be  reserved 
for  the  tuberculous  in  the  various  estates  on  the  periphery  of  the  City. 
Rent  and  rates  would  be  hxed  and  where  the  income  of  the  family 
(either  from  emplo3'ment  under  ordinary  industrial  conditions  or  from 
employment  within  a “ sheltered  ” factory)  fell  below  a pre-determined 
level,  an  appropriate  subsid}^  would  be  applied. 

Development  in  this  direction  will  reflect  the  major  established 
advantages  now  available  in  the  residential  colony,  and  provide  the 
necessary  foundation  on  which  other  measures  for  treatment  can  be 
properly  constructed. 

Action  under  Legal  Enactment 

It  was  unnecessary  during  the  year  to  take  action  under  the  Public 
Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  relating  to 
tuberculous  employees  in  the  milk  trade  ; nor  was  Section  172  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  employed  to  remove  any  patient,  compulsorily,  to  a 
sanatorium. 

Allowances 

The  restricted  application  of  the  allowances  payable  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  formulated  in  the  official  memorandum  266/T  creates 
anomalies.  Arrangements  have  been  made  whereby  the  disbursement  of 
allowances  to  all  eligible  tuberculous  patients  becomes  the  immediate 
responsibility  of  the  Public  Health  Committee.  This  broadening  of  the 
basis  of  responsibility  has  had  the  effect  of  minimising  anomalies  inherent 
in  the  official  (Memo.  266/T)  scheme. 

«.  Number  of  applications  received  January  to  December,  1945. 


Total  applications  received 

881 

Allowances  granted 

616  or  69-92% 

Allowances  not  granted  

265  or  30-08% 

Percentage  of 

Reason  for  rejection. 

(Memo.  266/T  Scheme  and  General 
Scheme). 

Cases  who  died  before  receiving  pay- 

Number 

total  applications 

ment 

26 

2-9% 

Treatment  recommended  not  accepted 
Ineligible  for  financial  and  domestic 

18 

2-0% 

reasons  

96 

10-9% 

Employed  at  date  of  application 
.Applicant  in  Sanatorium  and  without 

33 

3-7% 

dependants .... 

92 

10-4% 

265 

30% 
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The  total  payment  of  allowances  during  the  year  was  : Memo.  266/T 
Scheme 19,9 14  15s.  6d.  ; Public  Health  Scheme =£11,391  12s.  9d.  ; 
making  a total  of  £31,306  8s.  3d. 

Reference  has  been  made  in  an  earlier  part  of  this  statement  to  the 
form  of  procedure  adopted  in  the  payment  of  allowances  to  tuberculous 
patients.  Allowances  to  the  number  of  286  were  made  available  to  patients 
not  eligible  under  the  Memo.  266/T  Scheme. 

During  September,  1943,  these  allowances  were  introduced  in 
Birmingham  and  although  restricted  in  application  they  have  been  of 
distinct  value.  The  National  Health  Scheme  merges  within  the  general 
benehts  those  payable  to  the  tuberculous  patient,  and  by  virtue  of  that 
arrangement  many  of  the  advantages  contained  in  the  original  (Memo. 
266/T)  Scheme  will  be  sacrihced.  Rent  allowances,  winter  fuel  grants, 
contributions  towards  the  payment  of  life  insurance  premiums  and  hire 
purchase  commitments  will  not  be  preserved  under  the  National  Scheme. 
The  Tuberculosis  Sub-Committee  have  expressed  their  approval  of  the 
representations  now  being  made  which  seek  to  retain  the  essential  features 
of  the  present  Scheme  (Memo.  266/T).  These,  if  successful,  would  give  a 
form  of  preferential  treatment  to  the  tuberculous  patient,  but  the  com- 
munal signihcance  of  this  chronic  and  infectious  disease  justifies  this 
particular  recognition. 


SANATORIA. 


Yardley  Green  Road  Sanatorium  : 
West  Heath  Sanatorium  : 

Romsley  Hill  Sanatorium  : 
Salterley  Grange  Sanatorium  : 


Matron. 

Miss  W.  Davies. 
Miss  E.  G.  Davis. 
Miss  D.  Lee 
Miss  M.  Ross. 


Medical  Superintendent. 
Dr.  J.  E.  Geddes. 

Dr.  J.  McWm.  Taylor. 
Dr.  D.  J.  Peebles. 

Dr.  D.  C.  Waddy. 


Staff 

Comment  has  been  made  in  an  earlier  section  of  this  report  on  the 
difficulties  which  have  been  experienced  in  the  general  recruitment  of  staff. 
This  shortage  has  greatly  increased  the  responsibilities  of  the  Matrons, 
and  senior  administrative  nursing  officers  of  the  City  Sanatoria.  I have 
satisfaction  in  recording  the  very  able  manner  in  which  over  the  year 
they  have  allocated  the  reduced  staff  to  the  various  departments,  and  by 
their  own  competence  and  keenness  ensured  the  maximum  efficiency  in 
circumstances  of  real  difficulty.  The  shortage  of  staff  has  increased  equally 
the  work  of  the  Ward  Sisters  and  of  the  junior  nursing  staff ; the  service 
owes  much  to  their  vigorous  collaboration  under  the  constant  trial  of 
inadequately  staffed  wards. 

The  following  table  shows  the  duration  and  result  of  treatment  of 
1,093  patients  discharged  from  the  municipal  sanatoria  during  the  year 
1945 
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RESUI/rS  OF  TKKA'rMKN  r IN  PA  I IFN  I S OISCII ARC;KI>  FROM  SANA  TORIA  DURINO  rilK  YKAR 
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" Quiescent  " disease  indicates  that  there  are  no  symptoms  or  signs  of  tuberculous  disease  except  such  as  are  compatible  with  a completely 
healed  lesion,  and  in  which  sputum,  if  present,  is  free  from  tubercle  bacilli. 


Average  Duration  of  Residence 

125  days  for  adult  males. 

148  days  for  adult  females. 

277  days  for  boys. 

389  days  for  girls. 

The  above  figures  exclude  patients  admitted  for  observation  who 
were  in  residence  for  a short  period,  and  cases  with  advanced  disease 
who  died  within  a few  days  following  admission. 

Observation  Beds 

The  Anti-Tuberculosis  Scheme  includes  36  beds  at  the  City  Sana- 
torium for  observation  and  investigation.  “ Observation  ” patients  are 
those  who,  after  careful  and  repeated  examinations  at  the  Centre,  are 
found  to  be  indefinite  either  as  to  the  absence  or  presence  of  tuberculosis 
or  as  to  its  activity  or  quiescence  when  present. 

Of  the  1,374  patients  discharged  from  the  sanatorium  163  or  11-8% 
were  admitted  primarily  for  observation  to  the  Yardley  Green  Road 
Sanatorium.  The  results  of  investigation  are  shown  in  the  following 
table  : — 

Foy  Pulmonary  For  Non-Pulmonary 
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56 

Hospital  Beds 

The  scheme  is  fortunate  in  that  it  has  a considerable  number  of  beds 
for  the  care  and  treatment  of  the  patient  with  advanced  pulmonary 
disease.  These  beds  are  invaluable  as  a prophylactic  asset  in  connection 
with  the  maintenance  of  the  public  health  of  the  City. 

During  the  period  under  review  there  were  749  deaths  in  the  City 
from  all  forms  of  tuberculosis,  and  of  this  number  380  or  50* *7%  occurred 
in  the  municipal  sanatoria  or  in  hospitals  controlled  by  the  Public  Health 
Committee. 

• 

Thoracic  Surgery 

The  surgical  work  of  the  department  has  been  extended  under  the 
direction  of  Mr.  Milnes  Walker.  Thoracic  surgical  treatment  for  patients 
in  the  municipal  sanatoria  is  concentrated  at  the  City  Sanatorium, 
Yardley. 
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The  number  of  operations  performed  during  the  year  was  as  follows  : — 


Phrenic  crush  or  evulsion  50 

Thoracoplasty  35 

Thoracoscopy  48 

Bronchoscopy  10 

Tonsillectomy  1 

Resection  of  rib  with  pleural  drainage  1 

Excision  of  hallux  valgus  1 

Mastoidectomy  1 

Suction  of  empyema  cavity  1 

Excision  of  knee  joint  1 

Intercostal  drainage  2 

Biopsy  of  gt.  trochanter 1 

Biopsy  of  cervical  glands  6 

Excision  cervical  glands  3 


I desire  to  acknowledge  the  co-operation  of  Mr.  J.  B.  Leather,  the 
Consultant  Orthopaedic  Surgeon,  Mr.  Milnes  Walker,  the  Consultant 
Thoracic  Surgeon,  and  Dr.  M.  Galbraith,  the  visiting  anaesthetist. 

X-Ray  Department,  City  Sanatorium 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  radiograms  taken  during 


the  year : — 

Pulmonary  1 ,692 

Bronchograms  49 

Pyelograms  62 

Bone  and  joint  395 

Barium  meals  21 


2,219 


Pulmonary  radioscopy  1,795 

Total  X-ray  work  4,014 


Laboratory  Service 

A list  is  appended  of  the  various  specimens  examined  during  the  year  : 


Sputum  ; Ordinary  examination 10,593 

(for  tubercle  bacilli)  Culture  596 

Sputum  : 

(for  predominant  organisms)  227 

Gastric  contents  ; 

(for  tubercle  bacilli)  418 

Faeces  ; Ordinary  examination  and 

(for  tubercle  bacilli)  culture  1,626 

(for  bacterial  content)  808 

Pleural  effusion  : Cerehro  spinal  fluid  390 

Urine  ; General  examination  and  for 

tubercle  bacilli  1,275 

Blood : Widals  46 

Throat  Swabs  ; Diphtheria  290 

Streptococci  237 

Staphylococci  27 

Other  examinations  : 253 
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These  examinations  have  been  performed  at  the  City  Sanatoria, 
the  Centre,  and  the  City  Laboratories. 

. 1 

During  the  year  the  service  was  re-organised  by  Dr.  Lewis  and  a fully 
qualified  technician  has  been  appointed  to  the  Yardley  Sanatorium. 
This  laboratory  will  form  the  central  laboratory  for  the  City  sanatoria 
but  will  function  as  a subsidiary  department  of  the  Central  Bacteriological 
Laboratory.  This  integration  of  the  laboratory  service  should  be  of  great 
advantage.  I desire  to  acknowledge  the  considerable  work  undertaken 
and  the  advice  given  by  Dr.  Lewis  in  the  initiation  of  this  new  service. 

School 

Staff  : Headmistress  (Miss  E.  Elrick)  and  two  assistant  teachers. 

The  general  organisation  and  curriculum  were  mentioned  in  previous 
reports.  No  alteration  of  significance  has  been  made  during  the  year. 


Number  of  children  on  roll,  1st  January,  1945  33 

Number  admitted  ..  . .....  31 

Number  discharged  34 

Number  of  children  on  roll,  31st  December,  1945  30 


Dietetic  Department 

During  the  year,  a dietitian  was  appointed.  A complete  survey  of 
the  present  kitchen  equipment  in  each  sanatorium  was  undertaken,  and  a 
plan  for  certain  improvements  adopted.  The  dietitian  will  be  in  sole 
charge  of  the  diets,  menus  and  service  of  food  in  the  kitchen  aud  to  the 
patients  in  the  wards.  There  is  room  for  improvement  in  sanatorium  food 
as  there  is  need  for  the  special  study  of  dietetics  in  tuberculosis. 

The  prolonged  period  of  residence  necessary  for  proper  treatment 
demands  variety  in  excess  of  that  which  ordinarily  applies  where  treat- 
ment is  of  short  duration.  These  circumstances  require  the  maintenance 
of  the  dietary  at  a consistently  high  level,  and  the  present  re-organisation 
of  the  department  should  serve  to  maintain  this  standard. 


Rehabilitation 

It  has  been  claimed  extravagantly  but  with  purpose  that  what  happens 
to  the  patient  within  the  sanatorium  is  of  less  importance  than  what 
happens  after  discharge.  It  can  at  least  be  accepted  that  responsibility 
for  the  tuberculous  must  not  cease  on  discharge.  Residential  treatment 
will  lay  the  foundation  of  successful. recovery,  but  if  the  inroads  of  tuber- 
culosis^ on  the  public  health  are  to  be  prevented,  and  the  future  of  the 
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individual  patient  secured,  “ after-care  ” must  be  as  exact  and  liberal  as 
those  measures  now  promptly  accepted  as  legitimate  during  the  phase 
when  hospital  treatment  is  necessary. 

The  Disabled  Persons  (Employment,  1944)  Act  will,  if  energetically 
applied,  extend  the  present  provision  for  the  tuberculous  patient  in  a 
direction  in  which  previous  work  has  been  unsatisfactory.  The  opportuni- 
ties created  by  this  Act  must  be  used  to  strengthen  the  service  where  at 
present  it  is  ill-devised  and  ill-constructed. 

The  erection  of  a factory  in  Birmingham  has  been  considered  by  the 
Disabled  Persons  Corporation,  and  at  present  a site  is  being  sought  on 
the  eastern  side  of  the  City  in  proximity  to  the  Yardley  Sanatorium. 
A member  of  the  medical  staff  of  the  department  will  act  as  liaison  officer. 
He  will  assist  in  the  selection  of  patients  and  in  the  amount  and  character 
of  their  work.  The  proximity  to  the  sanatorium  will  serve  to  associate 
the  industrial  work  with  those  patients  who  because  of  unsatisfactory 
conditions  within  their  home  require  hostel  accommodation. 

Final  success  will  only  attend  a scheme  of  rehabilitation  which 
sustains  the  principle  of  colonisation  within  the  City  and  combines  the 
environmental  amenities  of  the  residential  colony  with  the  preservation 
of  the  domestic  associations  which  are  the  natural  prerogative  of  every 
individual  and  which  must  be  maintained  if  the  fullest  collaboration  of  the 
patient  is  to  be  secured. 

Mass  Radiography 

Executive  Medical  Officer  : Dr.  Halliday  Sutherland 

Mass  Radiography  surveys  were  introduced  in  Birmingham  during 
October,  1944,  and  by  December,  1945,  41,336  visitors  had  been 
examined. 

The  organisation  and  routine  of  the  department  were  described  in 
the  report  for  1944,  and  no  particular  change  in  administration  or  in 
practice  has  been  introduced. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  arrangements  were  made  at  the 
Mass  Radiography  Department  for  the  examination  of  employees  from 
small  factories  and  business  undertakings.  The  response  unfortunately 
was  not  good,  but  the  difficulties  for  the  employer  and  employee  where  the 
number  of  employees  is  small  are  considerable  and  understandable.  It  is 
clearly  important  to  include  within  mass  radiography  surveys  such 
employees,  and  a revision  of  the  organisation  for  these  surveys  has  been 
devised  and  should  improve  later  results. 

The  response  to  mass  radiography  has  otherwise  been  good. 

The  following  tabular  statement  shows  the  main  statistical  facts. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS— STATEMENT  I 
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(c)  Number  of  cases  of  active  pulmonary  tuberculosis  110  nido/^ 

(1)  Post  primary  tuberculosis  100  n aq^  V 0*27% 

(2)  Primary  tuberculosis  10  0•0o^J 

(d)  Number  of  cases  of  active  pulmonary  tuberculosis  with  sputum  positive 

for  tubercle  bacilli  30  0*07% 


The  number  of  cases  of  active  pulmonary  tuberculosis  detected  was 
110  or  0-27%  of  those  initially  examined. 

Those  examined  have  not  been  representative  of  all  age  groups, 
or  of  all  social  grades,  but  on  a broad  analysis  the  results  suggest  that 
within  the  City  there  are  some  2,634  undetected  cases  of  active  pulmonary 
tuberculosis,  and  718  individuals  voiding  tubercle  bacilli  in  their  sputum 
unknown  to  their  medical  practitioner  or  to  themselves. 

Mass  Radiography — Elementary  School  Leavers  and  Secondary 
School  Pupils. 

The  examinations  undertaken  during  the  year  included  surveys  of 
school  leavers  and  the  results  of  these  surveys  are  extracted  from  the 
general  statistics. 

The  examinations  were  undertaken  at  the  Central  (Mass  Radio- 
graphy) Department.  The  co-operation  of  the  parents  was  readily  obtained. 

The  results  are  recorded  in  the  following  tables  : — 

ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL  LEAVERS. 

(a)  Total  number  of  Elementary  School  Leavers  10,731 

Number  who  accepted  invitation  to  attend  Mass 

Radiography  Department  8,232  (77  per  cent.) 

Number  of  miniature  films  taken  8,232 

610  (7-4  per  cent,  of  total 
miniature  films) 


610  (3*4  per  cent,  failed  to 
attend) 


107  (1*3  per  cent,  of  total 
miniature  films) 

107  (5*6  per  cent,  failed  to 
attend) 

59  (0*7  per  cent,  of  total 
miniature  films) 


59 


Total  Number  of  Cases  of  Active  Lung  Tuberculosis==3  (or  0-04  per  cent,  of 
total  miniature  films  taken). 


Number  of  “ abnormal  ” miniature  films 


Number  of  large  films  taken  589' 

Number  of  children  who  failed  to 

return  for  large  films  21 


{b)  Number  of  children  with  abnormal  large  film 
judged  to  be  of  clinical  significance 

Number  of  clinical  examinations  101 1 

Number  of  children  who  failed  to  [ 

return  for  clinical  examination  6 J 

Number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  (all  forms) 


Active  primary  tuberculous  ' 

lesions  2 

Inactive  primary  tuberculous 

lesions  53 

Active  post-primary  tubercu- 
lous lesions  1 

Inactive  post-primary  tuber- 
culous lesions  3 , 
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i These  figures  emphasise  the  comparative  infrequency  of  active  lung 
Tuberculosis  in  this  age  group.  The  investigation  was  worth  undertaking ; 
it  does  not  require  repetition  because  of  the  low  incidence,  but  as  a pre- 
! liminary  survey  'during  the  experimental  stage  of  mass  radiography 
' endeavours,  the  results  have  served  a good  purpose. 

SECONDARY  SCHOOL  PUPILS. 


' (a)  Total  number  of  Secondary  School  Pupils  6,376 

Number  who  accepted  invitation  to  attend  Mass 

Radiography  Department  5,307  (83  per  cent.) 


Number  of  miniature  films  taken 
I Number  of  “ abnormal  ” miniature  films 

Number  of  large  films  taken  373 

Number  of  children  who  failed  to 

I return  for  large  film — 

! (6)  Number  of  children  with  abnormal  large  film 
judged  to  be  of  clinical  significance 

I Number  of  clinical  examinations  54 


5,307 

373  (7  per  cent,  of  total 
miniature  films) 


373 

54  (1-0  per  cent,  of  total 
miniature  films) 


Number  of  children  who  failed  to 
return  for  clinical  examination 
Number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis 


54 

46  (0-9  per  cent,  of  total 
miniature  films) 


Active  primary  tuberculous 

lesions  

Inactive  primary  tuberculous 

lesions  36  46 

Active  post-primary  tubercu- 
lous lesions 

Inactive  post-primary  tuber- 
culous lesions  2 ^ 

Total  Number  of  Cases  of  Active  Lung  Tuberculosis=8  (or  0T5  per  cent,  of 
total  miniature  films  taken). 


These  figures  are  of  great  interest.  They  indicate  the  emergence 
of  active  lung  tuberculosis  in  the  early  years  of  adolescence.  The  average 
incidence  of  active  lung  tuberculosis  detected  in  the  adult  population 
by  Mass  Radiography  surveys  is  approximately  2 per  thousand  (0-2%). 
The  figures  for  this  comparatively  small  survey  of  children  above  the  age 
of  14  is  0T5%,  a figure  not  disproportionate  to  that  for  the  adult  popula- 
tion. These  results  have  justified  the  inclusion  of  secondary  school  pupils 
among  the  groups  selected  for  Mass  Radiography  surveys.  This  work  will 
be  continued  and,  with  the  collaboration  of  the  School  Medical  Officer 
and  the  Head  of  the  Juvenile  Employment  Bureau,  arrangements  have 
been  made  for  regular  annual  surveys  of  a selected  group  of  these  pupils 
until  they  attain  the  age  of  25. 

Progressive  and  acute  lung  tuberculosis  is  relatively  common  in  the 
adolescent  and  young  adult.  It  is  in  many  instances  a malignant  form  of 
tuberculosis  and  the  prognosis  bad.  It  may  be  related  to  the  late  occurrence 
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of  the  primary  tuberculous  lesion  which,  by  reason  of  the  augmented 
physical  and  physiological  stress  of  adolescence,  is  not  given  comparable 
opportunities  to  heal  as  is  the  case  in  childhood.  Investigations  of  the  kind 
now  briefly  reviewed  may  well  throw  additional  light  bn  this  complex 
and  important  problem. 

The  retardation  of  the  primary  infection  is  a matter  of  considerable 
importance.  Comprehensive  tuberculin  surveys  are  necessary  before  any 
final  conclusion  can  be  reached  but  the  following  information  supplied 
by  Dr.  Halliday  Sutherland  in  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  occurrence  of  the 
detectable  healed  primary  complex  is  of  interest. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  primary  infection  in  adult  life  is  more 
frequent  than  was  hitherto  taught,  but  not  all  the  findings  of  mass  radio- 
graphy are  evidence,  still  less  conclusive  evidence,  against  the  older  teach- 
ing. Thus,  in  the  first  survey  of  R.A.F.  and  W.A.A.F.  personnel.  Trail 
found  calcified  glands  and  nodules  of  old  primary  lesions  in  0*24%  of 
males  and  in  0-36%  of  females,  aged  17  to  19.  He  also  found  that  the 
percentage  incidence  of  these  lesions  increased  in  all  age  groups  up  to 
40  to  44.  That  is  not  conclusive  evidence  of  primary  infection  in  adult 
life.  A glance  at  the  falling  trend  of  the  tuberculosis  death  rate  since 
1832  entitles  us  to  assume  that  infection  in  childhood  was  less  prevalent 
ten  years  ago  than  twenty  years  ago,  and  so  backwards.  This  point  can 
be  settled  by  mass  radiography.  During  the  war  years  which  began  in 
1914  and  1939,  there  was  a sharp  but  transient  rise  in  the  tuberculosis 
death  rate.  Consequently,  infection  in  those  years  was  presumably  more 
prevalent.  If  that  be  so,  and  if  childhood  be  the  age  most  easily  infected, 
then  those  who  were  children  during  the  war  years  would  show  more 
healed  primary  lesions  than  older  age  groups  whose  childhood  was  over 
before  these  wars  began. 

In  view  of  that  possibility,  the  following  figures  are  important. 
During  1945  in  Birmingham  the  number  of  children  who,  at  the  age  of  14 
left  the  elementary  schools  was  10,731.  Of  these,  8,232,  or  77%  were 
mass  radiographed.  There  were  thus  4,266  boys  and  3,966  girls  whose 
school  days  included  the  war  years.  Amongst  these  children  the  incidence 
of  old  healed  primary  lesions  was  : boys  22  or  *52%  ; girls  23  or  *57%. 
In  other  words,  there  were  nearly  twice  as  many  inactive  primary  lesions 
in  children  of  13  to  14  than  Trail  found  in  an  older  age  group  (17-19)  whose 
childhood  was  over  before  the  last  war  began.  During  the  same  year 
0-6%  of  inactive  primary  lesions  were  found  in  17,431  Birmingham  adults, 
so  that  the  incidence  of  primary  infection  in  these  children  was  almost 
as  much  as  in  adults  in  the  same  City. 

Of  6,376  children  aged  14  to  17  attending  Birmingham  secondary 
schools,  5,307  or  83%  were  mass  radiographed.  The  total  percentage  of 
healed  primary  lesions  in  these  grammar  school  children  was  0-67%  or 
again  more  than  double  the  percentage  found  by  Trail  in  an  older  age 
group  (17  to  19),  whose  childhood  was  over  before  war  began.  Moreover, 
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as  Trail’s  group  (17  to  19),  probably  came  from  town  and  country,  the 
figures  are  not  strictly  comparable.  Nevertheless,  the  gap  is  so  large  as 
warrants  further  investigation.  It  is  not  unreasonable  to  believe  that 
any  considerable  rise  in  the  tuberculosis  death  rate  implies  an  increase 
of  infection. 

Supervision 

The  following  statement  shows  the  form  of  later  supervision  arranged 
for  those  children  in  whom  evidence  of  tuberculosis  was  detected  during 


the  mass  radiography  examinations. 

Sanatorium  supervision  and  treatment  5 

General  supervision  from  the  Anti-Tuberculosis  Centre  28 

33 


Final  comment  on  the  value  of  mass  radiography  must  await  the 
accumulation  of  a larger  volume  of  information,  but  the  present  indications 
are  at  least  favourable.  The  detection  of  incipient  tuberculosis  has  been 
the  governing  principle  of  the  mass  radiography  scheme,  and  its  justifica- 
tion is  suggested  in  the  considerable  occurrence  of  those  cases  within  the 
compass  of  a small  survey. 

The  mass  radiography  team  is  constituted  as  follows  : — 

1 Executive  medical  officer. 

2 Radiographers. 

1 Dark  room  technician. 

1 Marshaller. 

1'  Senior  clerk. 

4 other  clerks. 

I desire  to  record  the  very  great  advantage  derived  from  the  visits 
of  Dr.  James  Brailsford,  the  consultant  radiologist. 

The  work  of  the  Tuberculosis  Department  has  been  particularly 
heavy  throughout  the  year,  and  I desire  to  acknowledge  the  constant 
collaboration  of  all  members  of  the  central  and  sanatoria  staff. 

VENEREAL  DISEASES 

There  was  a continued  improvement  in  the  venereal  disease  statistics 
for  1945  in  respect  of  syphilis,  the  number  of  cases  of  which  further 
decreased.  The  figures  in  respect  of  gonorrhoea,  however,  rose  again, 
confirming  the  surmise  in  last  year’s  report  that  the  drop  in  1944  was 
fortuitous  ! New  Cases 


General  Hospital  

Syphilis 
....  466 

Soft 

Chancre 

Gonorrhoea 

977 

Other 

Conditions 

3,001 

Children’s  Hospital 

7 

— 

3 

. 37 

Lancaster  Street  

72 

— 

58 

1,627 

Birmingham  Infirmary 

22 

— 

23 

30 

Total  

...  567 

— 

1,061 

4,695 

149 


The  following  table  gives  the  corresponding  data  over  a period  of 
ten  years  : — 


Syphilis 

Soft 

Chancre 

Gonorrhoea 

Other 

Conditions 

1936  

353 

7 

971 

1,988 

1937  

326 

1 

1,011 

2,233 

1938  

346 

— 

955 

2,423 

1939  

330 

1 

948 

2,282 

1940  

318 

1 

835 

1,957 

1941  

343 

4 

940 

2,261 

1942  

515 

2 

1,030 

2,906 

1943  

685 

— 

878 

4,816 

1944  

604 

— 

765 

4,583 

1945  

567 

— 

1,061 

4,695 

The  attendances 

for  other  conditions 

maintain  a 

high  level, 

showing  that  the  steady  publicity  campaign  has  aroused  a 

recognition 

of  the  importance  of  venereal  infection. 

The  total  attendances  for  treatment  are  indicated  below 

1936  

124,387 

1941 

73,175 

1937  

125,408 

1942 

83,776  • 

1938  

131,611 

1943 

97,973 

1939  

88,083 

1944 

92.915 

1940  

75,936 

1945 

84.539 

Further  particulars  of  the  work 

done  at 

the  Centres 

in  1945  are 

as  follows  : — 

Syphilis.  Soft  Chancre.  Gonorrhoea.  Other  Conditions. 

No,  of  cases  under  treat- 

ment,  Jan.  1st,  1945 

1,798 

— 

578 

1,218 

New  cases  under  treat- 

ment  during  year 

567 

— 

1,061 

4,695 

Total  attendances 

36,165 

13 

15,082 

33,279 

No.  discharged  after  com- 
pletion of  treatment 

and  observation 

246 

2 

616 

5.378 

No.  transferred  to  other 

centres  

476 

1 

429 

35 

No.  who  ceased  to  attend: 

Before  completion  of 

treatment  

323 

— 

111 

— 

After  completion  of 
treatment  but  before 

final  tests  as  to  cure 

73 

— 

161 

— 

No.  of  cases  of  congenital  syphilis  treated  : 

Under  1 year  of  age 9 Aged  5-15  years  11 

Aged  1-5  years  3 Aged  15  years  and  over  45 

Total  68 

The  corresponding  number  in  1944  was  66. 
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Contact  Tracing 

Three  health  visitors  have  been  engaged  part-time  in  following  up 
women  alleged  to  have  transmitted  infection  under  Defence  Regulation 
33B,  which  requires  that  a person  named  as  the  contact  by  two  separate 
sufferers  from  venereal  disease  shall  undergo  medical  examination,  and  if 
necessary,  treatment,  and  failure  to  do  so  constitutes  an  offence. 

The  number  of  persons  twice  named,  and  so  coming  within  the  scope 
of  the  Regulation,  is  small,  and  the  procedure  is  to  visit  and  persuade  the 
contact  to  attend  voluntarily  at  a clinic  for  examination.  An  official 
notice  to  attend  is  served  only  on  refusal  to  go  voluntarily. 

Many  more  persons  are  named  on  a single  occasion  only,  and  hence 
are  strictly  outside  the  scope  of  the  Regulation.  These  contacts  are  never- 
theless also  visited  by  the  social  workers,  and  wherever  possible  are  per- 
suaded to  attend  voluntarily  at  the  clinic  for  examination. 

Since  Regulation  33B  came  into  force,  the  majority  of  Forms  I 
received  have  been  sent  by  the  military  authorities,  and  therefore  the 
very  considerable  reduction  in  the  number  of  forms  received  towards  the 
end  of  the  year  caused  no  surprise,  in  view  of  the  progress  of  demobilisation. 
The  large  number  of  untraced  cases  shown  in  the  following  table  results 
from  the  very  incomplete  information  which  is  frequently  given. 

No  male  was  named  as  a contact  during  the  year,  and  therefore  the 
figures  given  relate  to  women  only. 


Number  of  contacts  in  respect  of  whom  a Form  I was  received  189 

Not  traced  owing  to  insufficient  information  115 

Contacts  found  and  visited  60 

Contacts  examined  or  already  under  treatment  40 

Number  of  contacts  in  respect  of  whom  two  or  more  Forms  I were 

received  28 

Not  traced  owing  to  insufficient  information  12 

Contacts  found  and  visited  15 

Contacts  examined  or  already  under  treatment  9 

Contacts  examined  after  service  of  Form  II  6 

Prosecutions  Nil 


Educational  Work 

This  has  been  merged  in  the  wider  aspect  of  Health  Education  as  a 
whole,  and  receives  reference  in  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  section 
of  this  Report. 
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TABLE  III  i 

CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  AND  VERIFIED  DURING  1945  ■ 

CLASSIFIED  ACCORDING  TO  SEX  AND  AGE.  J i 


Disease. 

Sex. 

Age  Groups. 

^ ! 

Total 

0- 

1-2 

3-4 

5-9 

10-14 

15-19 

20-24 

25-34 

35-44 

45-54 

55-64 

65-74 

75  up 

Enteric  Fever  

M. 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 







4 

F. 

2 

Scarlet  Fever  

M. 

2 

88 

156 

382 

120 

31 

11 

13 

14 





_ 

_ 

8i:, 

F. 

5 

66 

131 

390 

178 

35 

23 

38 

15 

5 

2 

— 

— 

m 

Diphtheria 

M. 

6 

20 

28 

86 

34 

13 

8 

13 

1 

3 

— 





211i 

F. 

4 

14 

24 

80 

47 

19 

18 

21 

11 

3 

— 

1 

— 

24: 

Erysipelas 

M. 

2 

1 

1 

1 

5 

2 

— 

11 

29 

24 

33 

15 

6 

13{ 

F. 

2 

1 

— 

2 

3 

8 

9 

19 

40 

44 

43 

20 

9 

20( 

Pulmonary 

M. 

4 

13 

16 

20 

13 

'69 

82 

161 

123 

no 

83 

31 

2 

72'.; 

Tuberculosis 

F. 

5 

6 

7 

10 

16 

66 

122 

108 

62 

29 

19 

12 

4 

46( 

Tubercular 

M. 



2 

• 3 

5 



2 

1 

1 

1 









If 

Meningitis  

F. 

4 

5 

1 

2 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

li 

Tuberculosis  of 

M. 







2 



1 

2 

1 

1 









i 

Peritoneum  & 
Intestines 

F. 

2 

2 

2 

— 

1 

— 

f 

Other  forms  of 

M. 

1 

4 

5 

4 

8 

8 

4 

11 

2 

1 

4 





51 

Tuberculosis 

F. 

— 

5 

4 

6 

— 

6 

12 

13 

5 

2 

3 

— 

— 

5(j 

Cerebro-spinal 

M. 

11 

7 

2 

8 

8 

5 

1 

5 

6 

1 



2 



5( 

Fever 

F. 

4 

5 

1 

2 

— 

1 

2 

1 

2 

2 

2 

— 

— 

25 

Anterior 

M. 

1 

3 

1 

4 







1 



1 





; 

11 

Poliomyelitis 

F. 

— 

2 

6 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15 

Polio-encephalitis 

M. 

C 

F. 

1 

Encephalitis 

M. 

0: 

Lethargica  

F. 

1 

1, 

Malaria 

M. 

8 

17 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

31' 

F. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Dysentery 

M. 

17 

45 

19 

15 

6 

4 

6 

12 

12 

3 

2 

2 



143 

F. 

19 

41 

14 

6 

11 

15 

21 

16 

21 

8 

3 

3 

189 

Smallpox 

M. 

0 

F. 

0 

Pneumonia 

M. 

74 

100 

59 

87 

32 

36 

17 

73 

103 

120 

no 

68 

19 

898 

F. 

78 

72 

54 

61 

20 

26 

29 

78 

63 

58 

50 

44 

32 

665 

Ophthalmia 

M. 

409 

409 

Neonatorum 

F. 

308 

308 

Puerperal 

M. 

Pyrexia 

F. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

no 

170 

48 

— 

— 

— 

— 

33»! 

1 

Measles 

M. 

402 

1894 

1659 

1885 

87 

20 

8 

26 











5981: 

F. 

375 

1798 

1582 

2100 

117 

39 

39 

52 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6104i 

— 1 

Whooping  Cough 

M. 

223 

587 

425 

309 

11 

3 





1 







— 

1559 

F. 

247 

619 

481 

400 

16 

3 

4 

9 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

17811 

Undulant  Fever 

M. 

1 

Oi 

F. 

1 

1| 
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TABLE  IV. 

i BIRTH,  DEATH  AND  INFANT  MORTALITY  RATES  IN  WARDS,  1945. 


N.B.  These  rates  are  subject  to  considerable  margin  of  error,  owing  to 
uncertainty  as  to  ward  populations. 


1 

Births 

\ 

Deaths 

1 

Infant  Deaths 

Wards 

Number 

Rate  per 
1,000 
populat'n 

Number 

Rate  per 
1,000 
populat’n 

Number 

Rate  per 
1,000 
live  births 

St.  Paul’s  

454 

20-6 

293 

13-3 

37 

81 

St.  Mary’s 

322 

16-1 

249, 

12-4 

31 

96 

Duddeston  & Nechells 

541 

18-0 

342 

11-4 

42 

78 

St.  Bartholomew’s  

■ 359 

15-6  ' 

239 

10-4 

19 

53 

St.  Martin’s  & Deritend 

421 

17-6 

292 

12*2 

31 

74  . 

Market  Hall  

258 

18-4  i 

175 

12-5 

25 

97 

Lady  wood 

465 

2M  i 

311 

14-1 

27 

58 

Average  of  Cent.  Wards 

! 

2820 

18*2  ; 

1901 

12-3 

212 

75 

Lozells 

519 

22-6  I 

294 

12-8 

21 

40 

Aston  

562 

19-4 

348 

12-0 

40 

71 

Wash  wood  Heath 

542 

16-8  : 

307 

9-6 

24 

44 

Saltley 

415 

17-3  i 

255 

10-6 

14 

34 

Small  Heath  

478 

19-1 

296 

11-8 

24 

50 

Sparkbrook  ’ 

1 621 

24-8  i 

330 

13-2 

38 

61 

Balsall  Heath 

i 613 

24-5  1 

343 

13-7 

41 

67 

Edgbaston 

I 485 

22-0  i 

351 

16-0 

20 

41 

Rotton  Park  

505 

18-0 

340 

12-1 

25 

50 

All  Saints’  

465 

17-9 

i 

320 

12*3 

25 

54 

Average  of  Inner  Ring 

, 

Wards  

5205 

20-1 

3184 

12-3 

272 

52 

Soho  

385 

18-3 

331 

15-8 

17 

44 

Sandwell 

1 324 

16-2  [ 

221 

IM 

13 

40 

Handsworth  

503 

20-1  1 

364 

14-6 

27 

54 

Perry  Barr  

1555 

22-5  i 

449 

6-5 

69 

44 

Erdington 

516 

18-4  1 

305 

10-9 

33 

64 

Gravelly  Hill 

591 

19-0  1 

290 

9-4 

31 

52 

Bromford 

562 

19-4 

262 

9-0 

30 

53 

Stechford  

1 1275 

311 

399 

9-7 

51 

40 

Yardley 

647 

20-9  ! 

307 

9-9 

30 

46 

Acocks  Green 

531 

16-1  ! 

340 

10-3 

18 

34 

Hall  Green  | 

719 

17-0 

380 

9-0 

25 

35 

Sparkhill  [ 

525 

18-1  1 

384 

13-2 

26 

50 

Moseley  & Kings  Heath  ' 

786 

21-8  1 

463 

12-9 

26 

33 

SellyOak  

519 

16-7 

336 

10*8 

15 

29 

King’s  Norton  i 

I 645 

20-2 

400 

12-5 

33 

51 

Northfield  i 

1 967  1 

20-1  1 

391 

8T 

36 

37 

Harborne  i 

535  ' 

17-8  i 

325 

10-8 

20 

37 

1 

Average  of  Outer  Ring  ; 
Wards  j, 

1 

11585 

20-1 

5947 

10-3 

500 

43 

il 

City  i 

I 

20008 

1 

20-2  i 

11119 

11-2 

987 

49 
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INDEX 


A. 

Adoption  of  children,  57 
Aged  and  infirm  persons,  10 
Allowances — tuberculosis  137 
Ambulance  services,  9 
Analytical  laboratory,  9 
Anterior  poliomyelitis,  93 
Antenatal  clinics,  28,  33 
Anti -tuberculosis  centre,  131 
Area  of  City,  5 

B. 

Babies’  Hospital,  41 
Bacteriological  laboratory,  8 
Bartley  Reservoir,  pollution  of,  62 
Baths,  etc.,  68 
Births,  17 

Birth  rates,  5,  17,  152,  155 
Birth  control  clinics,  59 
Blindness,  prevention  of,  118 
Bourne  House  annexe,  27 
Bronchitis,  7,  104 

C. 

Canal  boats,  63 
Cancer,  6 

Canwell  Hall  Babies’  Hospital,  4 1 
Cerebro-spinal  fever,  94,  108 
Child  welfare  centres,  32 
Children  placed  in  homes,  57 
Children’s  home  service,  56 
Children’s  Clinics,  35 
Circulatory  diseases,  7 
City  general  hospitals,  1 1 
City  infectious  diseases  hospitals,  95 
City  laboratories,  8,  9,  118  141 
City  maternity  homes,  27 
City  midwifery  service,  24 
City  nurseries,  43 
Common  lodging  houses,  63 
Cows  and  cowsheds,  83 

D. 

Dairies  administration,  81 
Day  nurseries,  43 
Deaths,  6,  153 
Death  rates,  6,  152,  155 
Dental  clinics,  37 

Dinners  for  mothers  and  children,  38 

Diphtheria,  89,  97 

Diphtheria  immunisation,  48,  90 


Disinfection,  70 
District  midwifery,  24 
Domestic  help  scheme,  41 
Domiciliary  midwifery  service,  20,  24 
Dudley  Road  Hospital,  1 1 
Dysentery,  93,  114 

E. 

Ear,  nose,  throat  and  eye  conditions,  37 

Emergency  maternity  service,  26 

Encephalitis  lethargica,  93 

Enteric  fever,  88,  105 

Evacuation  of  expectant  mothers,  26 

F. 

Factories,  64 

Food  for  necessitous  mothers  and 
children,  38 
Food,  inspection  of,  79 
Food  poisoning,  93 
Foster  mother  .service,  54 
Fumes,  67 

G. 

Gastro  enteritis,  113 
Glandular  fever,  88 
Gonorrhoea,  149 
Guidance  clinic  for  parents,  38 

H. 

Health  education,  41 
Health  visiting  in  the  home,  30 
Health  visitors’  training  course,  29. 
Heathfield  Road  maternity  home,  27 
Heart  diseases,  7,  107 
Home  helps,  40 
Home  nursing,  10 
Homes,  voluntary,  50 
Hospital,  Babies’,  41 
Hospital,  Dudley  Road,  1 1 
Hospital,  Selly  Oak,  11,  14 
Hospital  laboratories,  9,  118,  141 
Hospitals,  City  general,  1 1 
Hospitals,  City  infectious,  95 
House  inspection,  62 
Houses-let-in-lodgings,  63 
Housing,  71 
Housing  survey,  77 
Housing  and  tuberculosis,  136 
Housing  Act,  1936,  73 
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I NDEX — continued 


I. 

Ice  cream,  79 
Illegitimacy,  17,  52 
Immunisation  against  diphtheria,  48 
Immunisation  against  whooping 
cough,  47 

Infant  life  protection,  54 
Infant  mortality,  5.  17,  152 
Infant  mortality  rates,  17,  155 
Infectious  diseases,  87,  154 
Infectious  diseases  hospitals,  95 
Infirm  and  aged  persons,  10 
Infirmary,  Selly  Oak,  14,  16 
Institutional  midwifery,  24 


K 

Kitchen,  Bacchus  Road,  45 
Kitchen,  Oaktree  Lane,  45 
Kitchen,  Yardley  Green,  46 


L. 

Laboratory  facilities,  8,  118,  141 
Lice,  68 

Light  clinics,  37,  135 
Lodging  houses,  63 
Lordswood  maternity  home,  27 


M. 

Malaria,  93 

Mass  radiography,  143 
Maternal  mortality,  5,  20,  152 
Maternity  and  child  welfare,  17 
Maternity  and  child  welfare 
centres,  32 

Maternity  feeding  centre,  38 
Maternity  homes,  27 
Maternity  services,  24 
Maternity  service — emergency,  26 
Measles,  88,  100 
Meat,  85 

Medical  inspection  of  pre-school 
children,  36 
Midwives,  24 
Midwives,  training  of,  26 
Milk  and  Dairies,  administration,  81 
Milk  supply,  81 


N. 

Neonatal  mortality,  18 
New  houses,  76 
Noise,  67 
Nuisances,  62 
Nurseries,  43  . 

Nursing  in  the  home,  10 
Nursing  Homes,  29 


O. 

Oaklands  residential  nursery,  49 
Offensive  trades,  63 
Ophthalmia  neonatorum,  23 
Overcrowding,  77 


P. 

Parents’  guidance  clinic,  38 
Pemphigus  neonatorum,  23,  106 
Perry  Villa,  49 
Pneumonia,  7,  112, 

Polioencephalitis,  93 
Poliomyelitis,  93,  106 
Population,  5,  152 
Postnatal  clinics,  28,  35 
Premature  baby  ward,  27 
Prevention  of  blindness,  118 
Public  baths,  68 

Public  shelters,  sanitary  supervision,  78 
Puerperal  pyrexia  and  sepsis,  22,  110 


R. 

Radiography,  Mass,  143 
Rats,  64 

Redevelopment,  75 
Refresher  courses,  surveys,  visits,  39 
Rehabilitation,  142 
Remedial  exercise  clinics,  37 
Removal  of  aged  and  infirm,  10 
Residential  nursery.  Red  House,  49 
Residential  schools,  50 
Respiratory  diseases,  7,  1 52 
Routine  sampling  of  Corporation  water 
supply,  61 
Rodent  control,  64 
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S. 

Sanatoria,  138, 

Sanitary  inspection,  62 

Scabies  and  verminous  conditions,  69 

Scarlet  fever,  89,  96 

Schools,  residential,  50 

Selly  Oak  Hospital,  11,14 

Selly  Oak  Infirmary,  11,  14 

Shell  fish,  85 

Shops,  supervision  of,  66 

Smallpox,  88 

Smoke,  67 

Statistics,  vital,  during  1945  and 
previous  years,  152 
Statistics,  summary,  1945,  5 
Stillbirths,  19 

Surveys,  visits  and  refresher  courses,  39 
Swimming  baths  and  pools,  68 
Synthetic  cream,  83 
Syphilis,  149 

T. 

Tents,  vans  and  sheds,  63 
Tonsils  and  adenoids,  37 
Town  and  country  planning  act,  75 
Training  course  for  health  visitors,  29 
Training  of  midwives,  26 
Treatment  centres  and  clinics,  10 
Treatment  of  ear,  nose,  throat  and  eye 
conditions,  37 
Tuberculosis,  84,  118 


Tuberculosis  and  milk  supply,  84 
Tuberculosis  dispensary,  131 
Tuberculosis  sanatoria,  138 
Tuberculosis  visitors,  135 
Tuberculosis  care  work,  135,  142 
Tuberculosis  allowances,  137 
Tuberculosis  and  war  conditions,  123 

U. 

Ultra-violet  light  clinics,  37 
Undulant  fever,  88 
Unmarried  mothers,  50 

V. 

Vaccination,  88 

Venereal  diseases,  8,  149 

Verminous  conditions  and  scabies,  68 

Visitors,  health,  29 

Visitors,  tuberculosis,  135 

Vital  statistics,  5,  152 

Voluntary  homes,  50 

W. 

Wake  Green  Road  maternity  home,  27 
Wassell  Grove  residential  nursery,  49 
Water  supply,  61 
Wells,  62 

Whooping  cough,  89,  102 


